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| Courteous Reader; Be pleaſed totake + 
notice, that the e Books following 
are Printed for, and Sold by Will. 
Miller at the Guilded Acorn in 
St Pauls Church-jard, near the 
little North-door. 
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ries. fol. 
Hickes Revelation Revealed, 
fol. 
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* Bolross Diſcourſe of True Hap- 
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bp 5's deſired to 
2 Preach before you 
at Pauls, 1 was 
$0 10- Preach 4 
IO Sermon which I 
Ti pr reached once before to 4 
| or 1gnorant Congregation in. 
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-. TheFpiſtle 
the Conntrey, having little let- 
ſure for ſiudy in London. 1 was 


» 


ftomacks of the CitiFens aid 
not nauſeate our plain Conntrey 
Daftrine, which 1 ſeemed to diſ- 
cern in the dilizent attention 
of the greateſs Congregation 
that ever I ſaw meet for ſuch a 


work : But 7 little expected 


that you ſhould have" ſo far 
eftremed that diſconrſe, as to 
have thonght it meet for the 
view of the world, as 1 underſtood 
by 4 Meſſazc from you, deſpring 
it may be Printed. 1 readily obey 
your will, when it gives me the 
leaſt intimation of the will of 


God, Its poſsible ſome others $ 


. may afford it the like fawvour- 
able Acceptance and entertain- 
Ey ment, 


"= "- 
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 Dedicatory. Y 
4; ment. 1am ſurcthe ſubjeetis © 
7 4 necifſary as . common z and 
the Plainneſs ntakes it the fitter 
Sar the zonorant, who are the far 
.; ercateſt number, and have the 
3 yvreateſt need, 1 have added the 
© 9, 10, Il, and 12, Heads 6: 
9 Comman- places, which. 1 did not 
# deliver to you for want of time ; 
and becanſe the reſt are- t00. 
briefly touched { as contrived for 
= an hours work) I have enlarged 
” theſe ; thouch making them 
ſomewhat unſuitable to the reſt, 
yet ſuitable to the uſe of thiſe 
that they are now intended for : 
Ss The Direftions alſo in the end. 
= are added. | 
Bleſſed be the Father of 
© Lights, who bath ſet up ſo ma- 
y 7 ourning and ſhining lights 
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FE The Epiſtle 
Fx 1 Your City, and hath watered 
| you ſo plenteouſly with the Ri- 
wers of bis Santtnary, that you 
have frequent opportunities for 
the refreſhment of your ſouls, to | 
the joy of your friends, the grief 
of your enemies, and the glory 
of that Providence which hath 
. hitherto maintained them, in 
aeſpizht of Perſecution, Here- | 
fies and Hell ! It was not al- % 
waies ſoin London + Tt is not 
ſoin all other places, or famous 
Cities inthe world : Nor are you 
ſnre that it will be alway ſo with 
you. It doth me good to remem- | 
ber what bleſſed Lights have Þ 
| ſhined among you , that now 
are more glorionſly ſhininig in 
a higher ſphere : Preſton, 
Sibbs, Stoughton , Taylor, 
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4 ! Stock, Randal, Ges, Ga-+. Þ 
] raker, with multitudes more 

| that are now with Chriſt! It- 

' didme good to read in the Pre- 

{you to Mr* Gatakers funeral 
4 Sermon, by one of your Reve- 
. | 7end and faithful Guides, what 
* 4 number of ſennd and unani- 
7 monus Labourers are yet cloſe at 
; | in that part of Chriſts 
Marne b : And it did megood 
in that ſhort experience and 0b- 
los while 1 was there, to 
| bear and ſee ſo much of their 
8 Prodence, * iniy and Fideli- 


We 

j Believe: it, it is the Goſpel of 

4 | Chrift that is your Glory :' and 

'3 if London be more honourable 
N 7her othtr great and famous 

& | Cities of the earth, it « the 
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'  - light of Gods face, and the plen- * 


ty and power of his Ordtuances 
ana fpirit that doth advance 
ana honour it. O know then the 
aay of your viſitation ! 

Three things 1 ſhall take 
leaveto propound to your Con- 
| fiaeration, which I am certain 
God requireth at your hands. 
The firſt i, that you erow 18 
knowledge, humility, heavenly* 
 acſs and Unity, according to the 


bleſſed mieans that you enjoy. 


In my eyes , it is the greateſt 


ſhame to apeople in the world, F 


and a ſign of barbaronſneſs, or Xx 
blockiſhneſs, when we can hear 
and read what a famous, learned 


powerful Miniſter ſuch a place 
or ſuch a place had, and yet- ſce 


As 


"Pedettors” 


as much ignorance, ungodly- 
# eſs, unrulineſs, and ſenſuali- 
3 ty, as if the Goſpel had ſcarce” 
4 ever been there, 1 hope it-is not 
J thus with you : But 1 have 
found it ſo intoo many places in 
England. We that never ſaw 
the faces of their Miniſters, but 
have only read their holy La- 

bours, have been read) to think, 
Sure there are but few 12no- 
rant or ungodly ones in {uch 
a Congregation | Sure they 
are a people rich in Grace, 
and eminently _ qualified 
above their brethren, who 
BZ have lived under ſuch Teach- 
T ing as-this ! Ar leaſt, ſure 
YZ there can be none left that 
have an enmity to the tear of 
God ! But when we have come 


As to 
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' to the Towns where ſuch men 
' ſpent their lives, and laid out 
their labonrs, we have found 
tanorant, ſottiſh worldlings, un- 
profitable or giddy anſtable 
Profeſſors, and ſome haters of 
goalineſs among them. O what 
4 ſhame is this to them in the 
eyes of wiſe men ! and what 4 
confoundine aggravation of 
their ſin before God | ,Thrive 
therefore and be fruitful in the 
Vineyard of the Lord, that it 
may not repent him that he 
hath planted and watered 
You wy 
The ſecond i thus ;, Improve 
your intereſt to the utmoſt, for 


the contiuuance of a faithful 


Miniſtery among you : and when 


any places are woid , do what 


you 


mw \ 


I Dedicatory. . -- 
I 104-041 to get 4 ſupply of the 
#7 moſt Able men. Tour City is 
= the Heart of the Nation : you 
4 cannot be fick but we ſhall all feel 
i it. If yon be infetted with falſe 
4 Dod#rines, the Countreys will 
I ere long receive the Contagion. 
7 Tou have a wiry great influence 
3 on all the Land for good or 
* evil ! And do you think the 
# nnderminine enemies of the 
* Church have not a ſpecial De- 
Þ fien upon you in thy point ? 
3 and will not promote it as far 
4 45 is in their power * Could. 


: o 
LY 
, 


© TAF) 


4} they bat get in Popiſh or Divi- 
# 4ing Teachers among Jon they 
Y | 

'y know how many advantages 


| 


| & they ſhould gain at once ! They 
3 would have fome to grieve and 
® trouble your faithful Guides and 
=_ hinder - 
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Pinder them in the work, and 
Liſſen that eſtimation which by 
their Unity they would obtain : 
And every Deceiver will hope 
to catch ſome fiſh, that caſteth 
his Net among ſuch lore. We 
beſeech you, if there be Learn- 
ed, Hely, Fuaicious men in | 
England, that can be had for 
\ ſupply on ſuch occaſions, let 
them be yours; that you may be 
fed with the Beſt, and gnided by 
the Viſeſt, and we may have 
all recourſe. to you for advice ;, | 
and where there are moſt Op- 
poſers ana Seducers, there may | 
be the moſt Powerful, Conwin- | 
cing helps at hand, Let ws 1n i 
the Cenntrey have the honeſt 8 
raw youne Preachers, and ſee | 
as you have the chief ny } 
an 


Dedicatory 


and Pillars in the Church, 1 


| ſpeak 2t not for your ſakes alone, 
but becauſe we have all Depen- 
Aance on you. = 

The third thing which 1 


humbly Crave, is, that you will 


Know them which Labour 
among you, and are over 


you in the Lord, and admo-. 


niſh you, and to eſteem them 


very highly in love for their [ 


works lake - and be at Peace 
among your ſelves. 1 Theſ.5. 
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12,13. And that you will in | 


ſtead of erieving or reſetting 


your Guides, obey them tha | 
have the Rule over you, and 4 


{ubmir your ſelves ; for they 


watch for your ſouls as they 
that muſt give account, that . 
they may do it with joy, and 

not 
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not with grief, for that is un- 
profitable for you, Heb.13.17. 
7. Encourage your Teachers, for 
| their work is great, their ſpirits 
' are weak, they are but frail men; 
| the enemy & more induſtrious. 
againſt them then any men : and 
their diſcouragements are very 
many, and the difficulties which 
| they muſt encounter are wery 
. great, Eſpecially, Obey, Sub- 
| mit and Encouraze them in the 
| work of Government and Exer- 
| Ciſe of Chriſts Diſcipline, and _ 
| managine the Keyes of the 
Jingdom which he hath put in- 
. forheir hands, Do you not per- 
cetve what 4 ſtrait your Teachers - 
 areips ! The Lord Feſus requi- 
 reth thens to exerciſe his Diſci- 
| pline faithfully and party 
7 


ty + He giveth them not empty 


they will have the Honour, it 


Dedicatory, 


Titles of Rule, but laies upon 
them the burden of ruling : It 
i his work, more then their 
Honoar that he intends : and if 


muſt be the work, The work 
15, 4 to Teach the ignorant, and 
convince the nnbelieving and 
gainſaying, ſo to admoniſh the 
diſorderly ana [candalous, and 
z0 reject ana caſt out of the 
(ommunion of the Church the 
Obſtinate and Impenitent ; and 
to ſet by the Keprous, that they 
znfedt not the reſt ;, and to ſepa- « 
rate thus the precious from the 
vile, by Chriſts Diſcipline, that 
aividing ſeparations and ſonl- | 
aeflroying tranſgreſſions may » | 
be prevented or cured, This | 
work 
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work Chriſt hath charged pon 
them, and will have it done 
whoever apainſ it. If they 
obey him' and doit, what a tu- 


mult, what A drs and di{- 


contents will they raiſe | How 


many mill be ready to riſe up 
again 


ff them with hatred and. 


ſcorn : though it be the undoubt- 


ed work of Chriſt, which even 
under perſecution was perform: 
ed by the Church-Guides ! When 
they do but keep a ſcandalous 
untraitable ſinner from the 
Communion of the Church in 
the Lords Supper, what repin- 
ings dethit raiſe ' But , alas ; 
this is a ſmall part of the Diſ- - 
cipline ; If all the apparently 
| obftinate and impenitent were 


x caſt out, what a ſtir would they 


make ! 


Dedicatory. A 
make | And if Chriſt be not _- 
obeyed, what a ſtir will conſot- ? 
ence make ® And it i n0t only 1 
between Chriſt and men, but 5 
between men and men, that © 
your guides are put upon ſuch 
fireights. The Separatiſts re* ? 
proach them for ſuffering the * 
Impenitent to continue mem= = 
bers of their Churches, and | 
make it the pretence of their |} 
ſeparation from thems having 
little to ſay of any moment 
againſt the authorized way of 
Government ; but only againſt 
our ſlackneſs in the Execution.” 
And if we ſhould ſet to the cloſe {7 
exerciſe of it, as is meet, how 
would City and Conntry ring |} 
of it, and what Inaienation. F 
ſhowld we raiſe in the multitude 


againſt 
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againſt us | O what nad have 
it. your Guides of your Encourage- 
ment and beſt 7 5" in 
this ftreicht | God hath ſet them 


0n a work ſo ungrateful and 
diſpleaſine to fleſh and blood , 

that they cannot be faithful in 
#t, but twenty to one they will 
 Araw 4 word of Hatred upon *% 
themſelves, if not mens fiſſs 
about their ears. Feſtred: ſores | 


will not be lancht and ſearcht 
with eaſe: Corrupted members 
are unwilling to be cat off, and 
Caſs aſide, Eſpecially if any of 
the great ones fall under the 
cenſure, who are big in the eyes 
of the world and in their own. 
* ÞAnd yet our Soveraign Lord 
F - muſt beiobeyeds and hu houſe 
* uſt be ſwept, and the filth caft 


ont, 


Dedicatoty, - 
Out, by what names or titles 
ſoewer it be atenified with men : 
He muſt be pleaſed, if all be 
diſpleaſed byit. Withdraw not 
your help then from this 
needful work, It is by the 
Word, Spirit and Miniſtery, 
that Chriſt the King of bi 
* Church doth Govern it ; Not |} 
* ſeparatedly, but joynily, by all * 
= Three : To diſobey theſe, w to 
T arſobey Chriſt : and ſubjeition | 
to Chriſk # Eſſential to our * 
Chriſliainty. This well thought 
en micht do much to recover 
the Unruly that are Recover- 
able, Tou may conjetture by the 
frrange oppoſition that Charch- 
Government meets with from 
& all ſorts of carnal and corrupt- 
= ted minds, that there is ſome- 
i what - 
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The je Epiſtle, =" 


what. 51 it that is eminently of _ 
God. 1 ſhall ſay no more "ba 
ths, that It is an Able, Judi- 
\. Cclous, Godly, Faithful mini- 
| ſtery, not barely heard and 
 -applauded,;+bur humbly and 
- piouſly: ſubmitted to, - and 
obeyed in the Lozxd, thar 
muſt be your trueſt preſent 
glory, an} the means of your 
everlaſting Peace and Joy, 


So eftifieth Fg the Lord, 
Tour ſervant in the faith 


of Chrif, 


Rich, Baxter, 


breamney 
'Fo the 1gnorant, or 


_ Carel leſs Reader. 


the orowihbls 

God hath com- 

> manded forth this 

UQ\ E lain Diſcourſe, IT 
LS: Þ» ſhall hope ( Hpomw ex- 


perience of his dealing in the like 
caſes, with me) that he hath ſome 
Work forit to do in the world, Who 
knows but it Was intended for the 
ſaving of thy ſoul by apening thine 
eyes and awaksng thee ſrom i fon, 
who art noW 1 Reading of 1 it ! Be 
7+ known tothee , it us the certain 
Trath of God, nl of high concern- 
ment to thy ſoul that ut treateth of + 

cad therefore requireth thy mo ſt ſo- 

ber Confpderation: Thou haſt in it 
(ow weakly ſocver it is managed 


by 
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To the Reader. 


by me ) an advantage put into thy. 


hand from God, to help thee in the 
greateſt work in the world, even to 
prepare for the great approaching 
#udgement. Inthe name of God, I 
require thee, caft not away this aa- 
vantage : thrn not away thine 
ears or. heart from this warning 
that is ſent to thee from the living 
God ! Seeing all the world cannot 
keep thee from fudgement, nor [ave 
thee in Jndgement : let not all the 
world be able to keep thee from 4 
ſpecedy and ſerious preparation for 
it, Doitpreſcitly, left God come 
before thou art ready. Do it ſeri- 
onſly, leſt the Temprer over-reach 
thee, and thou ſhouldeſt be found 
among the fooliſh ſilf-decervers , 
when 3t 1s 100 late to do it better. 
T intreat this of thee on the behalf 


of thy foul , and as thou tendreſi 


thy cvorliſting Peace with God, 
that thou wouldſt afford theſe 
matters thy deepeſt Conſideration. 

Think 


To the Reader... 

Think on them, whether they are 
net True, and weighty : Think of 
thim lying down and riſing up. 
And ſeeing this ſmall Bok 15s faln 
into thy hands, all that T1 would 
beg of rhee concerning it, us, that 
thou wouldeſt beſtow now and then 
an hour to read it, and read it to 
thy family or friends as well as to 
thy ſelf : and as you go, Conſider 
what you read, and Pray the Lord 
to help it to thy heart, and to aſſiſt 
thee in the Prattice, that it may 
not riſe up in fudgement againſt 
thee. If thow have not leiſure at 
other, take now and thin an hour 
on the Liras dayes, or at night to 
that purpoſe ; ana if any paſſage 
"through brevity ( ſpecially near the 
beginning ) ſeem dark to thee 
Read it again, and again, andas 
the help of an Tnſtrutter, that thou 
maiſt under ſtand it. May it but 
help thee out of the ſnares of ſin, 
and promote the ſaving of thy Im 
" wortal 


J 


To the Readex, 

' mortal ſoul, and thy comfortable ap” 
pearance at the great day of Chriſt, 
-T have the thing which 1 intended 
aud deſired. The Lord open thy 
Heart, and accompany his Truth 
with the Bleſſing of his Spirit! 
Amen, | 
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Of Judgement, 


reached at Panls before the Ho- 

XX nourable Lord Maior and Al- 

dermen of the City of London, 
Dee. 17. 1654: 
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L; ' 2 Cor. 5. 10, 11, . For we muſt 
ball appear before the» 7 udgement= 


eat of Chriſt, that every one may 
eceive the things done in his body 
according to what he hath one whe 
her it be good or bad. Knowing 
berefore the rerrours of the Lord 
e perſ wade men. 


SRI T is not unlikely , 

"£ 2 that ſome. of theſe 

Ho wits that are, taken 

<, more, with- things 

New, then with 

hings Neceflary, will marvel Than 
Þ 


I chooſe ſo common a_ ſubject, :% 
and tell me that they all know this 
already. But I do it- purpoſely, | 
upon theſe following Conſiderati- q 
Ons. 1. Becauſe I well know, that 
it is theſe common Truths that '* 
arethe great and neceſſary things 
which mens everlaſting happineſs 
or miſery doth moſt depend up- 7 


on. You may be ignorant of ma- 


6 # 


ny Controverſies and- inferiour 


points,without the danger of your 
ſouls, but fo you cannot of theſe 
Fundamentals. 2. Becanſeits ap- 
parent by the lives of men, that 
few know theſe Common Truths 
favingly , that think they know | 
them. 3. Becauſe there are feye- 
ral degrees of knowing the ſame ji 
Truths, and the beſt are imperfect þ 
indegree. Theprincipal groweth | 
in knowledpe that we ſhould look | 
after,is not to know wore Matrers 
then we knew before, but roknow 
that better, and withaclearer light 
gents and i 
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7 
and firmer apprehenſion , which 
we darkly and ſleightly knew be- 
fore. You may more fafely be 
without a»y knowledge at all of 
many lower Truths, then without 


know, 4. Beſides, it is known by 


27 who know the Truth, for want 
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of the Conſideration of it, and 


© making uſe of what they know, 
"2 and fo their knowledge doth bur. 
* condemn them. We have as much 
2 need therefore, to teach and help 


you to get theſe Truths which 
you know into your hearts and 


M lives, as to tell you more. 5. And 
| indeed, it is the impreſſion of 


theſe great and maſter-Truths , 
wherein the vitals and effentials 


of Gods Image upon the ſoul of 
man doth confiſt : And it is theſe 
Truths that are the verylInſtru.. 
| ments of the great works that are 
B2 3 
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to be done upon the heart, by 4 


the Spirit and our ſelves. Inthe 7 4 


right uſe of theſe it 1s that the Þ 'N | 


Principal part of the skill nd ho- - 7 


ly wiſdom of a Chriſtian doth F 
conſiſt : and in-the diligent and 
conſtant uſe of theſe lieth the life "2 
and trade of Chriſtianity, There , 5 
is nothing amiſs in mens: hearts ''* 
or lives, but it is for want of found ji 
knowing and believing, or well # 


uſing theſe fundamentals. 6. And 


moreover,me thinks, in this choice | 
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of my ſubje, I may expe this F* 
advantage with the hearers, that 


I may ſpare that labour, that cle 


would be neceſſary for the proof | 
of my Doctrine : and that I may | 
alſo have eaſier acceſs to your } 
hearts, and have a fuller ſtroak at | 
them, and with leſs reſiſtance. I | 
| came to tell you of any thing | 
not: Common , I know not how | 


far I might expe& belief from 
you, You might fay, theſe thing 


ar | 


TC - | bs, . } - Apt at 
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FYare mncertain to us, or all men are 


| N act of this mind :\ Burt when every 
| HF hearer confeſſeth the Truth of my 
A DoRrine, and no man can deny it, 
2 without denying Chriftianity it 
| ſelf , 1 hope I may expect that 
, *Nyour hearts ſhould the ſooner re- 
| Mceive the impreſſion of this Do- 
\Yarine, and the ſooner yield to 
Fthe duties which it direfts you 
*7to; andthe eaſier let go the fins 
% which from ſo certain a Truth 
2X ſhall be diſcovered, 

= Thewords of my text, are the 
Z reaſon which the Apoſtle giveth 
| both of his perſwading other men 
to the fear of God, and his care 
to approve to God his own 
heartand life, They contain the 


Aſſertion and Deſcription of the 
great Judgement, and one uſe 
which he makes of it. It afſureth 
us, that Judged we muſt be, and 
who mult be ſo Judged, and by 
whom, and about what, and on 

B 3 what 
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what terms, and to what nd- by 
|. The meaning of the words, ſo :} 
far as is neceſſary, I ſhall give you # 
briefly. We all; both we Apoſtles "3 
that Preach the Goſpel, and you # 


4H 
© 


that hear it, «ff, willing or un- 
willing, there is no avoidingit ; # 
_ Appear, ſtand forth to make our \y 
appearance, and there have our # 
hearts and waies laid 'open, and 7 
appear aswell as we. Before the i 
7 uagement ſeat of Chrift : i.e. 
betore the Redeemer of the world, | 
£6 be. Judged by him as our il 
 Rightful Lord : That every one, i 
even of .all mankind which are, } 
were,or ſhall be, without excepti- 
on ;, May receive, that is, may ll 
receive his ſentence adjudging 
himto his due; andthen may re- | 
cetve the execution of the fen- 
tence; and may. £0 away from | 
the barr with that Reward or 
Puniſhment that is his due ac- | 
cording to the Law by which he 


, } 


+ Judged, Thething'ss done in hyg 


4 


- 


£ 


FE 
+Wo4y, that is, rhe. due Reward of 


*Fhe works done in Ny : Or 
Ks ſome copies fead it,. The things 
proper to the body, 5. e. due tO the 
nan, even body as well as foul. 
According to what he hath aone, 
 pybether it be good or bad. 3. e. This 
* 5 the cauſe co be tryed andJudg- 
| 2d, whether men have done well 
For ill, whiles they were in the 
fleſh, and what is due tothem ac- 
; {cording to their dee ds ; knowing 
Wherefore, &c. 5.e. Being certain 
, MWtherefore that theſe things are ſo, 
AMYand that ſuch a terrible Judpe-- 
- 8 ment of Chriſt will come, we per- 
/ WE ſ\wade mento become Chriſtians, 
Wand live as ſuch, that they may 


then ſpeed well, when others 
- WY ſhall be deſtroyed : or as others, 
| 8 ko Wing the fear of the Lora, that 
' W's, the rrue Religion, we perſwade 
= 175 | 
© ( -Dof, 1, There will bea Judge- 
$ | | B 4. . ment 


ment, Dott, 2. Chriſt will be the 1% 
Judge, Dutt. 3. All men ſhall 7 
there appear. Dott. 4, Men ſhall 
be then Judged according to the 
works thar they did inthe fleſh, # 
whether good or evil. Dutt. 5. % 
The end of Judgement is, - that } 
men may receive their final due 
by Sentence and Execution, # 
Dot. 6.The knowledpe and con-., 
ſideration of the terrible Judge- 7# 
ment of: God, ſhould move us 7} 
to perſwade, and men to be per- 


twaded to carefull preparati. | 
ON, | | 


& 
by 
Tp 
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- 
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The ordinary method for the | 
handling of this ſubje& of Judge- | 
ment ſhould be this, 1, To ſhew} 
you what Judgement is in the 
General, and what it doth con-| 
tain: and that is, 1, The perſons, | 

2, The cauſe, 3. The Actions, 
1. The parties are, 1.The Acculer. | 
2, The Defendant, 3. Sometime | 
Aſliſtants, 4. The Judge, 2. The 

caulc 


& 


8 (9) 
"YN cauſe contains, 1. the Accuſa- 
"IF tion, 2, the defence. 3, with the 
27 Evidence of 'both. 4. and the 
*Z Merit, The Merir of the cauſe 
ÞF 65, as it apreeth with the Law and 
AM Equity. ' 3. The Judicial Actions 
MM are, 1:IntroduQtory. 1, Citation. 
X 2. Cumpulſionifneed be, 3. Ap- 
Y pearance of the accuſed, 1I, Of 
IF the Effence of Judgement, 1, De- 
"2 bate by the Accuſer, 2: Defen- 
#7 dant, called the Deceptation of 
Ft checcauſe, 2. By the Judge, 1, Ex- 
= ploration. 2, Sentence, 3. To 
fee to the Execution, But be-- 
3 cauſe the method is leſs ſuitable to 
_ WF your capacities; and hath ſome. . 
= ching humane, 1will reduce all co 
theſe following heads; 
| 1:1 will ſhew what Judgement. 
7 


2. Who is the Judge ; and. 
why, i 


3. Who muſt be Judped, 
. 4, Who js the Acculer, | 
Bs | | $; How- | 
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5. How the citation, conftraint, 3% 
_ andappearance will be. "4 
| 6. What is the-Law by. which 8 
men ſhall be judged. = 
_ 7. What will be the cauſe of ' it 
the day : what the Accuſation, | 
and what muſt be the. juſt De- 
fence. b 
8. What will be the Evi- *% 
dence. # 
9. What are thoſe frivolous in- 7 
ſufficient excuſes by which the un- "i 
righteous may think to eſcape. 
10, What will be the ſentence : i 
who ſhall dze, and who ſhall /;ve , 
and what the Reward and Puniſh- # 
"ment 1s. Fs TTY 5 - A 
11. Whatare the properties of 8 
the ſentence. © |} 
I2, What and by whom the | 
execution will be. In theſe parti. | 
cular heads we contain the whole | 
EoArine of this Judgement, and in | 
. this more familiar method {hall | 


FOR | 
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handle ir, 


$ pon the I anda 
® as taken largely, compre-  - 
, 1 Ihendeth all the forementioned 
4 particulars; As taken more ftrift/y 
for the ARof the Judge, it is the. 
RT ryal of aCantroverted caſe. In- 


I pur caſe note theſe things follow- 


® i. Gods: Judgement i is not 1n-- 
i Wrended for any Diſcovery to him- - 
35 ſelf of whathe knows -not alrea.- 
"oY he knoweth. already whatall 

I men are; and. what they have - 

1 done , and what is cheir due : But 

Fic is x0 diſcoyer, to: others and ro» - 

Þ men chemſelyes the ground:of his. 

2 ſentence, that ſo. his -Judgement 
may attain its end : for the glori-- 
fying his grace on the Righteous, , 
and. for the convincing the wick> 
ed of their ſin and:deſerc, and to; 
ſhew to all the world'the:Ri Shtee . 
oulneſs .of the Judge, and of his. * 


Sentence, , . 


/ hg 
; | 
{. 12 


Sentence-and Execution, Row: 3. 
4.26, and Rom. 2..2. p 
2. It is not a controverſie there- | 

fore undecided in the mind of 
God, tharis there to be decided; of 
but only one that is undecided as 8 | 
to the knowledge and mind of ' 
creatures. 
3; Yet is not this- Judgement 
a bare Declaration, but a Decifpon, 
and ſo: a declaration thereupon : x 
the cauſe will be then put out of 
controyerſie, and all further ex- 
 pectation of the Deciſion be at aa ſi 
end, andwith the juſtified there 
will be no. more accuſation, and } 


withthe condemned nx no-more hope 
_ ever, : 


"a Y Fr a [M4 
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FO R- the ſecond * an 
who ſhall-be the Judge, 
* L-anſwer: The Judg S.1$ Godhim: 
(elf by Fe Chriſt, . 


I. Prif-. 


Ih ©e incipally .- God 'as Crea-- 
2. As alſo, God asRedeemer', 
the humane nature of Jeſus Chrift 
having a Cderived- ſubordinate 
power.. God loſt not his righr to 

his creature either by mans fall, } 
or the Redemption by. Chriſt, but : 
by the latter hath a new and fur- + 
ther right :- but it is-in and by 
Chriſt that God Judgeth ; For as - 
meer Creator of innocent man, God 
Jjudgerth none, but hath committted. 

all Judgement to the Son, who 
Hath procured this- right by the 
redeeming. of fallen man,  Zohy - ©: 
5.22. But as the Son only doth 
it in the neareſt ſenſe, ſo the Father. 

as Creator doth: it. remotely and 
principally,. | Wepbrs. 


1. In that the Power--of the 
Son is:deriyed from the. Father, 
and ſo ftandeth in ſubordination 
to - him as Fountain. . or . Effici- . 
Ent. SS ET THIS vY 


at: 2m 


..”- ">... 

2;. In that the Judgement of: | 
the Son ( asalſo his whole Media... 
torſhip ) is to bring men to God 
their maker, as-their ultimate end 
and recover them to. him from . 
whom they are- fallen, and ſoasa: 


means to that end, the Judgement 
of the Son is ſubordinate £0 the- 


Father. 
From hence you- may-ſee theſ.: 
following. Truths. wortliy your 


conſideration. 
1, That all menare Gods crea-- 


tures, .and none arethe workman- - 
ſhip of themſelyes or any other; or 
elſe the Creator ſhould not Judge - 
them on. chat right... - 
. 2. That Chriſt dyed for All, 
 andistheRedeemer-of the world, 
| and a facrifice for All; oy elſe 
he ſhould not Judge them on. 
that Right. For he will. not 
Judge wicked men as he will do-: 
the Devils, as the meer enemies of . 


his Redeemed ones, but as being - 
- | them:. - 


Wil 
Hemlclves his ſubjects .in the - 
{ world, and being bought by him,. 
# and therefore become his own ,_ 
2; | who ought to have glorified him - 
> that bought them, 2 Cor.5.14,15. 
a 2 Pet. 2.1. 1 ng 6. 19, 20, 
A 1 -ui 2.2, Heb. 2.9. 1 Tim. 2. 
1" 3. Hence it appenrich that all. 
27 men were under ſome law of 
i. Grace, and did partake of ſome- 
7 of the Redeemers mercy. Thongh - 
the Goſpel. came [not to all, yer. 
all had A mercy which. could. 
come from no other Fountain. 
but his blood, and which ſhould. 
have brought them nearer to- 
Chriſt then they were, ( though - 
it were. not ſufficient to bring : 
them to believe: ) and which- 
ſhould have led them to Repen--- 
tance, Row. 2.4, For the neg--- 
 leting .of which. they juſtly pe-. 
rſh, and not weerly for fitning- 
againlt. the Law that yas: given 


man. 
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man in innocency :. were thar 
ſo, Chriſt would nor Judge them i 
as Redeemer, and that for the 
abuſe or not-improvement of his 
Talents, as he tels us he will do, 


Afat. 25. per torum..' 


4+1f God will be the Judge , 
then none can expe&t by any 
ſhifts or indirect means to eſcape 
ut that Day. For how ſhould it 
- I, It is not poſhble-that any '*# 
ſhould keep out of ſight, or hide {7 
their {in and the-evil of their a&ti> | 
ons, and fo delude the» Judge; 


God will not be mocked now, nor 


deceived then, Gal:6;7. They 
groſly deceive; themſelves. that 
imagine, any ſuch things... God #8 
muſt, be Omniſciegt and All-ſee- 
ing, or he cannot 'be God. Should # 
you bide. your cauſe from men i 
and from Devils, and.be ignorant 


of it your ſetves,. yet. cannot you 


hide. it: from.. God; - Never did | 
there. 
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there a thought paſs thy heart , 
or a word paſs thy mouth, which 
God was not acquainted with : 
and as he knows them; ſo hedoth 
obſerve them. He is not as im- 
perfe&t man, taken up with other 


W. buſineſs, ſo that he cannot -mind 


All. Aseafieisit with him to ob- 


'# ſerve every Thought, or word, 


of Action of thine, as 1f he had 
but that oxe in the world to ob- 
ſerve : and as eaſie to obſerve 


each particular ſinner, as if hehad 


not another creature to look af- 
terin the world, He is a fool in- 
deed that thinks now that God 
takes no notice of him, Ezek.8. 
12. and 9.9. or, that thinketh 
then to eſcape in thecroud:he that 
found out one Gueſt that had not 


ona wedding Garment, Mar. 22: 


12. will then find ont every un- 


= holy ſoul, and give him ſo fad a 


ſalutation as ſhall! make him 
ſpeechleſs. ob 11. 11, For he 
: knoweth. 


I , Res 
knoweth vain man, he (eeth wic- 
keaneſs alſo, and will he not confider 
it? PRA 

2. It is not-poſlible that any 
ſhould ſcape at that Day by any 
Tricks of wit and falſe Reaſoning 
in their own Defence, God know- 
eth aſound Anſwer from an un- 
ſound, and a Trutlt froma Lie. 
Righteouſneſs may be perverted 
here on earth, by out-witting the 
Judge , but ſo will it not be then , © 
To hope any of this, is to hope | 
that God will not be God. It is i 
in vain then for the xholy man to 
ſayhe is holy, or for any ſinner 
to deny, or excuſe, or extenuate 
his fin: To bring forth the coun- 
terfeit of any Grace, and plead 
with God any ſhells of hypocri- 
tital performances, and to think 
to prove a Title to heaven by any | 
thing ſhort of Gods Conditi- | 
on ; all theſe will be vain at- 
tempts. EE 


3. And i 
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3. And as impoſſible will it 
prove by fraud or flattery, by per- 
ſwaſion or bribery, or by any 

XZ other means, to pervert Juſtice, 
7 by turning the mind of God who 
'# isthe Judge. Fraud and flattery, 
2X bribery and importunity may do 
ZZ much with weak men + but with 
"XZ God they will do nothing, Were 
3 he changeable and partial, he were 
if cor. God. > ; 
Þ ,.+ If God be Judge, youmay 
43 ſee the Cavils/of Infidels are 


a7 : *PÞ 


$ 
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+ fooliſh, when they ask: How long 
will God be in Trying, and fuaging 
= ſo many perſons, aud taking anac*- 
jb count of (o many woras, and 
= Thoughts, and deeds ? Sure it will 
F be along time, and a difficult work, 
3 As if God were as man, that 
3X knoweth not things till he feek 
2 out their Evidence by particular 
W figns. Let theſe fools underſtand, 
= t they have any underſtanding , 
= chat the infinite God can ſhew to 
| every 
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every man at once, all the 
thoughts;and words, and actions 
that ever he hath been gnity of ; 

Andinthe twink of an eye, even 


at one view, can make all the 


world to ſee their waies and their - 
deſervings. - Cauſing their con- 
ſciences and memories to preſent 
them all before them in ſuch a 
fort as ſhall be equiyalent to a 
verbal debate, Pſalm 50. 21,22. | 
he will ſet them 1 in Order before 
them: 

5. If Jeſus Chriſt be the Judge, 
then what a comfort muſt it needs 
be.to his members, that he ſhall be 
Judge that loved them to the 
death, and whom they loved # 
above their lives : and he who was 3 
their Rock of hope and ſtrength, 
and the deſire and delight of their 
ſouls ! 

6. And if Jeſus Chriſt muſt be 
the Judge, what confiiſion will it 
STING to the faces of his wa” 

and | 


CS LO 
and of all that ſer light by tim in 
the day of their viſitation ?-to ſee 
Mercy turned againſt them, and - 


8 he thar dyed for them now ready. 
to condemn then : and that blood 


23 and grace which did Aggravate 


23 their ſin,to be pleaded againſt chem 
A to the encreaſe of their - miſery , 


BY" 7 


M0 how ſad will this be ! 


7. If the God of Love, and 


2” Grace, and Truth be Judge, then 
47,-no man need to fear any wrong. 
#2 .No ſubciſty of the: Accuſer, -nor 
© darkncis 'of Evidence : no pre- 
*X judice,or partiality, or whatſoever 
133} elſe may be imagined, can there 
2X appear to. the wrong of your 


cauſe, Get a good cauſe and fear 


"XZ nothing ; and if your cauſe be bad, 


& nothing can deliver you. 


LIL'FOR 
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dt. A. Meet” 


[13. 11.FOR « the third point , 
Who are they that muſt 

be Fudged ? Þ 

aſio All the rational crea- * 
tures in this lower world. And it 
ſeems Angels alſo, either a//or 
ſome : .But becauſe their caſe is v8 
more darkly made known to us, *#® 
and leſs concerns us, we will paſs | 
it by. Every man chat hath been wh 
made or born on earth (except | 
Chriſt, who is God and man, and 8 
is the Judge ) muſt be. jud d. i 
If any fooliſh Infidel ſhall ay, Wl 
Where ſball ſo great a number | p 
ſtand ? I anſwer him, that he þ 
knoweth not the things! Inviſible: | 
neicher the nature of ſpirits, and | 
ſpiritual bodies : nor har place | 
containeth them, or how : but ea- | 
ſily he may know , that he thart | 
gave them all a being, can ſuſtain | 
them all,and have rogm for. gpl 

all, | 


| 
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all, and can at once diſcloſe the 
thoughts of all, as I ſaid be- 
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The firſt in order to be Judged, 


27 are, the Saints, Afar- 25. and then. 
- with Chriſt they ſhall Judge the 


reſt of the world, 1 Cor. 6.2, 2. 


XZ not in an equal Authority and 
8 Commiſſion with Chriſt , but as 
7 the preſent Approvers of his 


Righreous Judgement, The prin- 
ces ' of the earth ſhall ſtand chen 


4 before Chriſt, even as the pea- 
7 ſants, and the honourable as the 
"$ baſe, the rich and the poor ſhall 
7 meet together, and the Lord ſhall 
23 judge them all , Prov. 22. 2. No 


men ſhall be excuſed from ſand- 


3 ing at that Barr, and giving up 
3 their Account, and receiving thetr 


doom. Learned and unlearned ; 
young and old , godly and un- 


| godly . all muſt ftand there. 


1 know ſome have vainly ima- 
gined, that the righteous ſhall 
not 


/ 
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not baye any of their ſins menti- 
oned, but cheir Graces and duties 
only : bur they . conſftder not, 
that things will not then be tranſ- 
acted by words as wedo now, but 
by clear diſcoveries by the ;nfinite 
Light :.and that if 750d ſhould 
not diſcover to them their fins, he 
would not diſcover the Riches of 
his Grace in the pardon of all 
their ſins: Even then muſt they 
be humbled in themſelves, thar 


they may be glorified : and for 
ever cry, Not unto us Lord; but 
unto thy name be the glory. 


—_— 
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IV. Form: fourth particu- 
lar; Who will be the Ac- 
cuſer ? 

Auſ. T1. Satan is called in 
Scripture the \ccuſer of the Bre- 
thren, Rev. 12. 10, and we find 
in %b 1, and other places, that 
now he doth Practicy it even be: 

Ore 
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fore God, and therefore we judge 
ir probable that he will do ſo then. 
WBut we would determine of no- 
VSthins that Scripture. hath not 
Mclearly determined, 

3 2, Conſcience will be an Ac» 
.cuſer, though eſpecially of the 
wicked, yet in ſome ſenſe of the 
righteous; forit will tell the truth 
Pro all, and therefore ſo far as 
men are faulty , it will tell them of 
Wrheir faults. The wicked it will 
Maccuſe of unpardoned fin, and of ' 
Win unrepented of; the godly on- . 
Wy of ſin repentedof Haan 
ec. It will be a Glaſs wherein 
every man may ſee the face of his 
heart and former Life, Rom. 
W1. 15. pe 

3. The Judge himſelf will be 
the Principal Accnſer , for it is he 
that is wronged, and. he that 
proſecutes the cauſe, and will do 
[Juſtice on the wicked : God 
gJudgeth eyen the Righteous 
S.- C them 
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themſelyes to be-ſinners, or elſe © 1 
they could not be pardoned ſin- : ] 
ners. But he judgeth the wicked .' 
to be impenitent , unbelcing, 
unconyerted ſinners. Remember 
what I ſaid before, that it-is nota ' 
verbal accuſation , but an open-- Ih 
ing of the Truth of the Cauſe to 
the view of our ſelves ind others, 7 
that God will then perform. a 
Nor can any think it unworthy | 
_ of God to be- mens Accuſer by 
 ſucha diſcloſure , it being no ai 
honour to the pureſt light to re- 
veal a dung-hill, or to the greateli 
Prince to Accuſe a Traitor. Not 
isit unmeet that God ſhould be 
both accuſer and Judge : ſecing IM. 
heis both abſolute Lord , and io 
tar beyond all ſuſpicion of Inju-l | 
{tice. His law alſo doth vac | 
accuſe, ?ohs 5.45. but of this by 
it ſelf, 
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8 v. Pk the fifth particular , 
jr How will the ſinners be 
= called tos the Barr ? 
"3 Arſw. God will not ſtand to 
Ap ſend them a Citation , nor require 
3, any.,to make his voluntary Ap- 
2x pearance; but willing or unwilling, 
&& he will bring themin. 
= 1. Before each mans paricular 
& Judgemene , he ſendeth death to 
| call away his ſoul, A ſurly Ser. 
| jeant that will have no nay ; How 
| dear ſoeyer this world may be to 
men, and how loath ſoever they 
| are to depart, away they mult , 
| and come- before the Lord that 
S made them , Death will not be 
bribed, Every man that was ſet 
Q in the Vineyard in the morning 
W of their lives, muſt be called out 
W *t evening to Receive according 
to what he hath done; then mult 
C 2 the 
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Wa 


the naked ſoul alone appear be. Y ix 


tore its Judge,and be accomptable Þ 


tor all that was done 1n the body; 


and be ſent before till the final 1 
Judgement, to remain in happi- ## 
neſs or miſery, till the body be 
raiſed again and joyned to / 


Te 
In this appearance of the ſoul 


before God , it ſeemerh by Scrip- 37 
ure, that there is ſome Mini- nh 
Iiry of Angels; for Luke 16.22. 


Itis ſaid, chat the Angels carried 


Lazirm, that is, his ſoul, into } 


Abrahams boſom : What local | 


motion there is, or ſituation of 


{ouls, 1s no fit matter for the en-_ 


quiry of mortals : and wha: it 


15 in this thar the Angels will | 


do, we cannot clearly under- 


tand as yet; But moſt certain 
it 1s., that as ſoon asever the ſoul j 


i5 BE of the Body , it comes t0 its | 


iccount befo;e the God of 2 F 


S, 
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8 2. Attheendof the world the 
Wt odies: of all men ſhall be raiſed 
KW from the earth , and joyned again 
4 to their ſouls, and the ſoul and 
= body ſhall be judged to their end- 
* leſs tare; and this is the great and 
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2 genera] Judgement, where all 
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.. 2} men ſhallat onceappear. The ſame 
**powerof God that made men of 
2x nothing, will as eaſily then New- 
23 make them by a Reſurrection , by 
EZ which he will add much more per- 
 fection, even to the wicked in 
| their Naturals , which will make 
them capable of the greater mi- 
ſery; even they ſhall have im-. 
mortal and incorruptible bodies, 
which may be the ſubjects of im- 
mortal woe, 1 Cor.15.53. foh.5. 
28,29. 
Ot this Reſurrection, and our 
i Appearance at Judgement, . the 
$ Angels will be ſome way the Mi- 
mſters: As they ſhall come with 
Coriſt to Judgement , ſo they ſhall 
| C 3 {ound 
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out of Gods Kingdom ; and they 


ſhall gather the Tares to burn «F 


” ( 
pF 

\ +1 

1 LEP 
*% 9-3 
- Op” AN 
p % Rey 


i Bie7 
3} 53484 Ne, 
"i v% 7 


ſound his Trumpet , 1.Theſ.4.16- bp; 
and they ſhall gather the wicked 3 


them , Mar.13.39,40,41. In the 


end of the world the Angels ſhall 
come forth and feyer the wicked = 


from among the juſt, and ſhall caſt 
them into the Furnace of fire, 
Mat.17.49,50. 


——_— —— 


OR the fixth particular ; Wi 
What Law u it that men ſball 


be Fudped by? 


Anſw. That which was given 
them to live by : Gods Law is i 
but the gn of his will , toteachu Þ 
what ſhall be due from us anatows : i 


Before we fell, he gave us ſuch a 
Law as was ſuitable to our per- 
fetion ; when we had ſinned and 
turned from him, as we ceaſed not 
to be. his.creatures, nor he to be 

QUE 


welt | 
=_— ' (32 
ur Lord ; ſo he deſtroyed not his 
aw ,nor diſcharged or abſolyed 
is from the duty of our obedi- 
Fence. But becauſe we ſtood con- 
*Zdemned by that Law , and could 
*Fnot be Juſtified by it , having once 
1 ranſsreſſed it, he was pleaſed to 
of Grace , EVER 4 ew 
by which we 
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ZZ manded perfe&t Obedience, and 
FX thireatned Death to us if ever we. 
XX diſobeyed, the ſecond Law finding 
*X us under the Guile of fin agaiyſt 
3 the firſt , doth command us to 
3X Repent and believein Chriſt, and 
W loto return to God by him . and 
'& promiſerh us pardon of all our 
fins upon that Conditions, and al. 
lo if we perſevere , everlaſting 
Glory.. So that in, Judgement , 
C4 though 


EG” , 
though it muſt firſt be evinced that 
we are ſinners, and have deſerved 
Death according to the Law of 4 

' Pure nature.: yet that is not the WM! 
upſhot of the Judgement. For the M 
enquiry will be next, whether we | 
have accepted the Remedy, and ſo 8 
obeyed the Law of -grace, and 
pertormed its Condition for par- 
donand ſalvation : and upon this #8 
our Life or Death will depend. It 
is both theſe Laws that condemn Þ 
the wicked, bur it is only. the Law 
of grace that Jultifieth the righte 
ous: - - | | 

Obj. But how ſhall heathens be 
juaged by the Law of grace, that ne- 
ver aid receive it ? 

Auſw, The expreſs Goſpel 
ſome of them had not , and there- 
fore ſhall not direRtly be judged 
by it ; but much of the Redeemetrs 
mercytheydid enjoy,which ſhould 
have led them to repent and ſeek 
out after Recovery from their 

miſery, 


(33) 
Imiſery, and to come neerer Chriſt, 
and for. the negleRt and abuſe of 
this, they ſhall be judged; and 

 notmeerly for finning againt the 
# Law that was given us in pure 1n- 
XX nocency : $0 that Chriſt as Re- 
"3 deemer ſhall judge them as well 


MX as others: though they: had bur 
*Fone Talent, yer they muſt give an 
X account of that to the Redeemer , 
& from whom they received it, Bur | 


WE if any be unſatisfied in this ,-let 
W them remember thar'as God hath 
| left the ſtateof ſuch more dark to 
# us, and the terms on which he will 
| Judge them, ſo doth ir much more 
- concern us to look to the terms of 
our own Judgement, 

ObJ. But how ſhall ' Infants be 
juaged by the Goſpel , that were un- 
capable of it ? net 

Anſw. For ought I find in ſcrip- 
ture , they ſtand or fall with their 
Parent, & on the ſame terms : bur 
Lleaveeach to their own thoughts: 

C5 VII. For 
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VII. OR the ſeventh Head, 'M 
L What will be the canſe 
of the day tobe enquired after? i 
What the accnſation , and what the 
Defence ? i 
Anſw. This may be gathered 
from what was laſt ſaid. The great # 
Cauſe of the Day will be to en- 
Juire and derermine., who ſhall W 
Ke , and who ſhall live : who 
ought to go to heaven and who 
to hell for ever , according to the | 
Law by which they. muſt then be | 
Judged.. | 
1; As-there isa twofold Law | 
by which they muſt be Judged, fo | 
will. there then be a twofold Ac- 
cuſation, The-firſt will be, that 
they were ſinners, and ſo baving 
violated the Law of God, they 
Deſerve everlaſting- Death ac- 
cording to that Law; Jf no de- 
ES LE 


2X fence could be made , this one Ac- 
&Þ cufation would condemn. all the 
MW world; forit is moſt certain that 
> all are ſinners, and as certain that 
all fin deſerveth Death. The only 
X defence againſt this Accuſation 
* lyerh in this Plea : Confeſling the 
XZ charge, we muſt plead that Chriſt 
37 hath ſatisfied for fins, and upon 
F that conſideration God bath for. 
W givenus , and therefore being for- 
WW civen, we ought not "to be 
T puniſhed ;, To prove this we muſt 
ſhew the pardon under Gods 
hand in the Goſpel. But becauſe 
| this pardoning AR of the Goſ- 
pel doth forgive - none but thoſe 
that Repenr and. Believe, and ſo 
return to God, and to fincere 
| Obedience for the time to come; 
therefore the next Accuſation will 
be, that e did not perform theſe 
Conaitions of forgiveneſs , and 
therefore being Unbelievers, Im- 
penitent and Rebels againſt the Re- 
iy deemer.” 
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acemer we have no right to pardon , 
but by the ſentence of the Goſpel , 
are lyable to a greoter puniſhment, 
for this contempt of Chriſt and i 
Grace. This Accuſation is either 
true or falſe, where it is true, i 
God and Conſcience who ſpeak *# 
| the Truth, may well be faidro be 
the Accuſers ; whereitis falſe, 
itcan be only the work of Satan 
the malitious ara & who, as 
we may ſee in Fobs caſe , will not 
ſtick to bring a falſe Accuſati- 
on. 
If any. think that the Accuſer 
will not do ſo yain awork , at leaſt ! 
they may ſee that porentially,this is W 
the Accufation that lyeth againſt | 
us, and which we mult be juſtified. } 
againſt. For all 7»ſtification umply-- 
ethan Atual or Potential Accu: 
fation. 
He that 1s truly accuſed of fi- 
nal Impenitency, or Unbelief , or 
Rebellion, hath no other Defence 
| oy 
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to make ; but muſt needs be con- 
demned. | 

He that is falſly accuſed of ſuch 
non-performance of the conditi- 
on of Grace , muſt deny the Ac- 
cuſation, and plead his own perſo- 
nal Righteouſneſs as againſt that 
Accuſation , and produce that 
Faith, Repentanre and ſincere 
Obedience and Perſeyerance by 
which he fulfilled that Condition, 
and fo is Evangelically Righteous 
in himſelf, and therefore hath 
part in the blood of Chriſt, which 
1s inſtead of a Zegal: Righteouſneſs 
to him, 1n all things elſe., as ha- 
ving procured him-a Pardon of all 
hisfin,, and a right to everlaſting 
gory, 1 nt bij fiongnn gurl 
- \-And thus: we:muſt then be Jy« 
itified by Chriſts ſatisfaction only, 
againſt the accuſation 'of being 
ſrnmers zu general, and of ;deſery- 
ins Gods wrath 'for the Breach 
of the Law of works': But we 
2, 4... 
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muſt be juſtified by our faith , re- 
penrance and ſincere Obedience 
it ſelf, againſt the accuſarion of 
beings Impentent Unbelievers and 
Rebel; againfs. Chrift, and having 
not performed the Condition. 
of the promiſe , and ſo haying no 
part in Chriſt and his Bene- 
fits.. 

Sothat in ſome you ſee, that 
the cauſe of the day will be to en- 
=_ , whether being all known 
inners, we have accepted of 
Chriſt upon his terms, and ſo have- 
right in him and his benefits, or 
not? Whether they have forſa- 
ken this vain world for im , and. 
loved him1o faithfully , that they 
tive manifeſted ir, in parting with. 
cheſe things at his Command? And 
this is the meaning of Afath. 25. 
Where the enquiry is made to 
be, whether they have fed and 
viſited him in his members, or 
not? That is, wherher they ay” 
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{ far loved him as their- Re. 
deemer , and God by him, as that 
they have manifefted this to his 
members according to Opportu- 
nity , though it colt them the ha- 
ard or loſs of all, Secing danger, 
and labour, and coſt, are fitter to 
expreſs Love by, then empty 
Complements and bare. Profefft- 
Ons. 

Whether it be particularly en-- 
quired after , or only taken for 
granted that men are ſpmers, and: 
have deſerved Death according 
to the Law of works, and that 
Chriſt hath ſatisfied by his death, 
is all one as to the matter in hand; _ 
ſeeing Gods enquiry” is- but the 
Diſcovery -and Conviftion' df us. 
But the laft Queſtion which muſt. 
decide the: Controverſie will be, 
whether we have performed the- 
condition of the Goſpel? . 

I have the rather alſo ſaid: all 
this, to ſhew in what ſenſe. 
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theſe words are taken .in the text 
thus, Every man ſhall be. Fudged 
accoraing to what he hath done in 
the fleſh , whether it be geodor bad. 
Though every man be Judged 
worthy of Death for ſinning , yet 
every man ſhall not be Judged to 
aze for it; and no man ſhall be 
Judged worthy of Life for his 
good works : It is therefore ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, as the rule 
of judgement, thar this is meant, 
They. that, have Repented and 
Believed , and returned -to tre; 
though #mperfec Obedience. , 
ſhall be Judged to everlaſting 
Life; accoraing to. theſe. works; 
| aot begauſe theſe: works Deſerve 
| 1, bus becauſe. the free Grfraw the 
t Goſpel ,,: through 'the blood: of 
Chriſt, .doth make thele things 
the Condition of our poſſefling it: 
They that haye lived .and died 
Impenitent, Unbelievers and Re- 


b belsagainſt Chriſt, ſhall be Judg- 
© | | C 
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ed to everlaſting puniſhment, be- 
cauſe they have deſerved it , both 
by rheir fin in rk againſt the 
Law , and by theſe fins in ſpecial 
againſt the Goſpel. This is cal- 
led the Merit of the Cauſe , that 


*£ is, whatis a mans dxeaccording 
23 tothe true meaning of the Law, 


7 Though the due may 'be by free 
*7 gift, And thus you ſee what will 
be the cavil of the Day , and the 
matter to be enquired after and 
decided, as to our Life or 
Death, 
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VIII, Tz next point in our 
method, 1s, . to, ſhew 

you, What will be the Evidence of 
the Cauſe? WS 
Anuſw, Thereis a fivefold Evi- 
dence among men. 1. When the 
tat is notorious, 2. The know- 
ledge of an unſuſpeted Compe- 
refit - 
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tent Judge. 3. The parties Con- 
feſſion. 4. Witneſs. 5. Inſtruments 
- and viſible effets of the ation. 
All theſe Evidences willbe at hand, 
and any of them fufficient for 


the convictionof the guilty perſon. 


at that day. 


I. As the fins of al! men: ſo. 


the Impenitency and Rebellion of 


the wicked was notorious , or at. ,F 
_ leaſt will be then. For though. 


ſome play the hypocrites and hide 
the matter from the world and 
themſelves, yet God ſhall open 
their hearts. and former lives to 
themſelyes, and to the view of all 
the world. He ſhall ſer their ſins 
1n order before them ſo, that it 
'thall be utrerly in vain to deny or 
excuſe them, If any men will 
then think to make their cauſe as 
good to Godas they can now a0 
TO vs, that are not able to {ee their 
hearts , they will be fouly miſta- 
ken. Now they can ſay they have 


as 
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as 800d hearts as the beſt : then 
God will bring them our in the 

= licht, and ſhew them to them- 
"© ſelves andall the world , whether 


os 5448 


| they were good or bad. Now they 


3 will face us down that they do 
1} truly Repent, and they obey 
7 God as well as they can, but God 
27 that knoweth the deceivers, will 
37 then undeceive them. We cannot 
37 now make men acquainted with 
{7 their own unſanCtified hearts, nor 
x convince them that have not 
f ; true Faith, Repentance or Obe- 
| dience : but God will convince 
them of it ; They can find ſhifts 
and falſe anfwers to put-off a Mzs- 
»:;fter with ; But God will not ſo © 
= be ſhifted off. Let » Preach as 
F plainly to them as we can, and do 
| all that ever we are able to ac- 
quaint them with the impetiten= 
cy and unholyneſfs of their own: 
heart, and the neceſſity of anew 
heart and life, yet we cannot. do 
it 5 
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it : but they will Believe whether 
we will or not}, that the old heart 
will ſerve the turn ; But. how 
eaſily will God make them know 
the contrary ? we plead with 
them inthe dark; for though we 
have the candle of the Golpel in 
our hands, when we cometo ſhew 
them their corruption , yer they 
ſhur their eyes, and are wilfully 
blind : But God will open their 
eyes wherher they will or not, not 
| by hely Nllumination., bur by for- 
ced convittion ; and then he will 
plead with them as in! the open 
light. \ See here thy own unholy 
foul : canſt thou now ſay thou didſt 
love me above all? Canft thon deny 
bur thou didft love the world before 
me? And ſerve thy fleſh, and luſt s , 
though T told thee if thou diaft [o 
thou ſloouldſt die? Loth, upon thy 
own heart. now , and ſee whether it 
be an holy or an anholy heart; a-ſpi- 
ritual or a fleſply heart, a heavenly 


6r 


(45) 
or an earthly heart ? Lnck, noW up- 
on all the cunrſeof thy life., and ſee 
whether thou diaſt live to me , or to 
the world and thy fleſh? Oh how 
eatily will God convince men then 
of the very ſins of their thoughts, 


"* and in their ſecret Cloſets, 
XX when theythought rhat no witneſs 


2X -could have diſcloſed them ! There- 
' foreits ſaid that the Books ſhall be 
opened , and the dead Judged 
out of the books, Rev. 20.12. 
Dan. 7.10. £25 
The ſecond Evidence will be 
the knowledge of the juage. If the 
fnner would not be convinced, yet 
it is ſufficient that the jadge 
knoweth the Cauſe , God needeth .; 


no further witneſs ; he ſaw thee : : 


committing adultery in ſecret , ly. 
ing, ſtealing , foriwearing in "4 

cret. If thou do nor know thy 
own heart to be unholy, it is 
enough that God. knoweth it. If 
you have the face to ſay , Lord 


when 
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when did we ſee thee hungry ? &c. 
Mat.35. 44. yet God will make 
good the charge againſt thee, and 
there needeth no more Teſtimony .,*# 
then his own. Can fooliſh ſinners 


| think to lie hid or eſcape at that 


day, that willnow fn wilfully be- 
fore their Fuage ? that know every it 
day that their 7»dge 'is looking on 
them while they forget him, and 
S1ve up themſelves to the world, 


and yet g0.0n even under his eye, 


asif to his face they dared him to 
puniſh them ? A 

3. The third evidence will be , 
the ſinners: Confeſſion. God will 
force their own Conſciences to 
witneſs againſt them, and their 


own tongues to confeſs the Ac- 


cuſation, If they do. at firſt ex- 
cuſe it , he will leave them ſpeech-_ 
leſs, yea and condemning 
themſelves before they have 

done, | 
Oh what a difference between 
rheir 


> a \ , y J " x 4 k © Fe : POE 4 vl Ne a 
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S their language now and. then |! 


Now we cannot tell them of their 


b 


ſin and miſery ; but they either 
tell us of our own faults, or bid 
us lock to our ſelves , or deny or 
excuſe their faults , or makelight 


of it; but thes their own tongues 


*® ſhall confeſs them, and cry out of 


XX thewilful folly that they commut- 
-* red, andlay a heayier charge upon 
them then we can now do. ' Now, 
if we tell thera that: we are afraid 
they are unrepenerate, and leaſt 
their hearts are not truly ſet upon 
God. they will tell us they hope 
ro be ſaved with ſuch hearts as 
they have; But thes, Oh how 
they will confeſs the folly and 
faiſneſs of their own hearts : You 
may ſee little of their caſe even 
' 1n deſpairing ſinners on earth , 
how far they are from denying 
or exculing their fin, «das cryes 
out , 7 have ſinned in betraying In- 
mocent blood, Mat. 27. 4. out of 
their 
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0 
ir own mouth ſhall they be 
udged, That very tongue that 
ow exculſeth their fin, will in 
their torments be their great Ac-. 
cuſer, For God will have it foto 


. be, | 


4.-The fourth Evidence will be 
the witneſs of others. Oh how ma- 
ny thouſand witneſſes might there 
be produced, were there need , to 
convince the guilty ſoul at that 
day! ; 
T, All the miniſters of Chriſt 
that ever preached to them, or 
warned them, will be ſufficient 


witneſſes againſt them : we muſt 


needs teſtifie that we preached to 
them the truth ofthe Goſpel, and 
they - would not believe ir. We 
preached to them the Goodneſs 
of God, yet they ſer-not their 
lhearts upon him. We ſhewed 
them their ſin, and they were not 


humbled. We told them of the 


danger of an unregenerate ſtate, 
OO and 


_ (49) 
EZ and they did not regard us: we 
"3 acquainted them with the Ab-' 
"X# ſolute Neceffity fo holineſs, but 
they made light of all, We let 
them know the deceitfulneſs of 
their hearts, and the need of a 
cloſe -and faithful examination , 


| > but they would not beſtow an 


hour in ſach a work , nor ſcarce 
once be afraid of being miſtaken 
and miſcarrying. We let them 
know the yanity of this world, 
and yet they would not forſakeit, 
no not for Chriſt and the hopes 
of glory : We rold them of the 
everlaſting felicity they mighr at- 
tain, but they would not ſet them- 
felves to ſeekit. _ 

What we ſhall think of it they, 
the Lord knows; | but ſurely it 
ſeemeth zo.to us a matter of ye- 
ry ſad conſideration, that we muſt 
be brought in as witneſſes againſt 
the ſouls of our neigbours and 
triends in the fleſh. Thoſe whom 


D we 
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we; now unfeignedly love, and 
would do any thing that we were 
able to do for their g0od , whoſe 
welfare is dearer-to vs, then all 
worldly enjoyments : Alas, that 
we muſt be forced to teſtihe to 
their taces for their condemnati- 
on! Ah Lord, with what a heart 
muſt a poor miniſter ſtudy , when 
he confidereth this; that all the 
words that he is ftudying muſt be 
brought in for a witneſs againſt 
many of his hearers | with: what 
a heart muſt:a. minzſter: preach , 
when he remembreth. thar all the 
words that heris. ſpeaking muſt 
condemn many, if not moſt of 
his hearers! Do we defrre this 
ſad fruic of our Labaurs?. No : 
we may fay. with: the Prophet , 
Per. 17,16. I have net defired the 
 woful: day , thou knoweſt: No , if 
we deſired it, we would nor do 
ſo much to prevent it : we would 
not {tudy, and preach, Oueu7; 
>. al 


(51) 
(S ” and 5ntreatmeny, that if it, were 
| P. ſnd we, might, ,not be. put on 
'F ſuch. a tak. , , Ang. doubtleſs te 
> ſhould make every honeſt mini- 
ter ſtudy hard, and pray: hard, 
and intreat bard- and itoop low to 
men , and, be,carngſk with menin 
ſeaſon. and out of ſeaſon, that if it 
may be, they may not be the con- 
demners of their peoples ſouls. 
But if men. will. not hear, and 
there be ng.remedy,, who can i help 
it? Chriſt, himſelf- came -not into; 
the world.to .condemnimen, but; 
to fave them ; and yet he will con- 
demn thoſe that. will not yield to- 
his ſaving. work; God takes no 
pleaſure-in the.dearh.of a finher , 
but rather that. he repent, and re- 
turn, and live, Exek, 18, 23, 32, 
and yer he will rejoyce over thoſe 
to do them hurt, and deſtroy 
them: that will not return, Deut., 
28.63, And 'if we muſt: be pur. 
on ſuch a work, he will make us 
D2 ke 


Ec.” 
like-minded. The holy Ghoſt tels 
us; that the Saints ſhall Judpe the 
world, 1 Cor.6. 243. And if they 
muſt Judge, they will Judge as 
God Judpeth . you cannot blame 
us forit , ſinners: we now warn 
you of it before hand, and if you 
will not prevent it, blame notus , 
but your ſelves. Alas! weare not 
our own Maſters. As we now ſpeak 
not to you in our own names', ſo 
rchen we may not do what weliſt 
our ſelves; ''or if we might,” cur 
wills-will be as Gods will. God 
will make us Judge you, and wit- 
neſs againſt you : Can we abſolve 
you when the righteous God will 
condemn you?when God is againſt 
you, whole fide would you have 
us be of? We muſt be either 
_.. againft God or you. And can you 
think thar we ſhould be for any 
one againſt our Maker and Re- 
deetner? We muſt either. con- 
demn the Sentence of Jeſus 

| Chriſt, 


(53) 


Chriſt , or condemn you : and is 
not there more reaſon to con- 
demn you than him? can we have 
- any mercy onyou, when he thar. 
made you will not ſave you, and 
he that formed you, will-ſhew you 
no mercy? J/4..27..11. Yea when 
he that dyed for you, will con. 
demn you, ſhall we be more 
merciful than God? But Alas! If 
we ſhould be fo fooliſh and un- 
juſt, what _——_— it do you ? 
If we would de ſalfe witneſſes and: 
partial Judges , it would not ſave 
you ; we-are not Juſtified if we 
Abſolve our ſclves, 1 Cor. 4. 4. 
how unable then ſhall we be 
apainft Gods Sentence to. Juſtifie 
you? If all the world ſhould+ 
ſay, you were holy and penitent, 
when God knows you were unho- 
ly and impenitent , it will do you 
no good, You pray every day 
that hs will may be done, andir 
will be done; It will be done pLy 


-D3 you, 


(54) 

you, becanſe it was not done by 
you. What: would you have ms 
ſay, if. God ask us, 'Did-ypu tell 
this ſonterof the need 'of Chriſt, of 

the-Glory of the World to come, and 
dhe anity of this? Should we lie, 
and fay we did not-? what ſhould. 
we ſay, if he-ask us', Dd #or yore 
tell them#he miſery of tht? batuyal 
ſtate, aud: what would become of 
them if they Were not made new ? 
would you have us lie'to God, 
and- ſay we did not? why if 'we 
did not ; your blood will be requi.. 
redat our hands, Ezek;33:6.And 
3. 18. And would you have-us 
MFIng. your blood upon our own 
heads by a lie? Yea, andro do'you 
no. good, when we know that: lies 
will not prevail wah: God? No, 
no, ſinners; We' muſt unavoid- 
ably reſtifie to the confuſion of 
your faces. If God ask us, we 
muſt bear witneſs againſt you, and 
lay ; Lord, we did what we could 


accorarng 


i D2 
«cording to our weak abilities , to 
* realaim them: Tndeed our own 
= thoughts of everlaſting things were 
* {o low, and our own hearts ſo dull, 
that we muſt confeſs we ata not fol- 
lowv.them ſo cloſe , nor ſpeak ſo car- 
neſtly as we fhuuld bave done * 'we 
did. not. cry ſo loud , '.nor lift wp our 
voice as 4a Trumpet to awaken 
them, ( IWa.58.1. ) We confeſs we 
aid not freak to them. with ſuch 
melting compaſſion, and With. ſuch 
ſtreams of tears beſeech them to re- 
gard, as amattcr of ſwch great cou- 
cernmeat fhould have \ been ſpokey 
with, We aid. not fall on our hnees 
to them ," end ſo errneftly begg of 
them for the Lords.ſake , to. have 
mercy. up thew ſunls, 'as we 
ould hawe done; But yet wetold 
them the Meſſage of God : and we 
ftadyed to ſpeak it ro them us plain- 
ly aud as piercingly. as we conld. 
Fain we wonla' have convinced 
them of their fin and miſery , but 


4: We 


(56) 


we could not ; Fain we would bave 
drawn them to the admiration of ® 
Chriſt, but they maar light ofit, 
Mat. 22.5. We would fain have 
brought them to the contempt of 
this vain world, and to ſet their 
mind on the world to come , but We 
could not : Some compaſſion thou 
knoweſft Lord we had to they ſouls, 
many 4 wrepot or groaning hour 
we have had in ſecret, becauſe, they 
would not hear and obey, and (ome 
ſad complaints we have made over 
them in publike : We told them that | 
they muſt ſhortly die and come ro | 
Tudgement , and that this world | 
would decieve them, and leave them | 
in the duſt, we told them that the |& 
time was at hand when nothing but 

Chriſt will do them good , and no- @ 
thing but the favour of God would | 
be ſufficient for their happineſs , but 
we conld never get them ro lay it to 
heart. Many a time aid we intreat 


rhem to think-ſoberly of this We, 
an 


'* and for what he made them, aud 


(57) 


and the life to come , aud. to com> 
pare them together with the Faith - 
of Chriftians , and the reaſon of 
men ;, but they would not do it : 
many. atime did me intreat them, 
but to take now and then an hour 1 
ſecret to confider who made them, 


why they were ſent into this worla , 
and what their buſine(s here is ,, and 
whether they are going, and, how it 
will go with them at their latter end: 
But- we could never get moſf. of* 
them to ſpend one hour in ſerious. 
thoughts of theſe weighty matters. 
Aany a time aid we antreat them 
to try whether they were Regene-. 
rare or not * whether Chrift and 
his Spirit were in them , oy- not ? 
Whether their ſouls were brought 
back to God by S anftification? but 
they wouba not try: We did beſeech I 
them to make ſure Work, andnot 
leave ſuch a matter as everlaſting | 
foy or Torment tov a bold and mad, 
hi D5 .  aaven- 
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aawenture :.but we could not pre- 
vail. We entreated them to lay all _ 
other buſineſſes aſide 4 little while 
in the world, aud to enquire by the 
dixeftion of the word of God, what 
Weld become of them 'in the world. 
to come ; and to {uage themſelves 
before God came to Juage them, 
ſeeing thcy had the Law and the 
rule of 7 ndge nent before . them : 
but their. minds 'were blinded, and: 
their hearts were hardened, and the. 
profit, and pleaſnire, and honour of 
thus world did either. ftop their ears, 
or quickly fteal away their hearts, 
ſothat we coulanever get .themito 
4 ſober. conſideration, nor'tuer win 
their hearts te God. © 

This , will be the witneſs that 
many a hundred Miniſters of the 
Goſpel muſt .give?.m againit the 
ſouls. of their:pegple ac | that:day. 
Alas, that ever you ſhould caſt chis 
upen us | For the Lords lake, Sirs, 
pitty'your poor Trachers, if you 

— hel pity 


4 we 4 n 6 + - A. "4 : - a 
. $a F 1 Sha” LT change. 7s * $4 "IT w "$ 3-.. , ti "Ig of FTIR 
- ML he a "7" I 
. r o 
g Ml 44 
\ F s 
pe ” © 
n 4 3 Fre, f x4 
- , Mo 
i” *. = i : 
; : ( 
O #* . . 4 
- £ ” *) 
. BY 
. 4 
4 


pitty not your ſelves. We had ra--. 
ther go a thouſand miles for you: 
we Pad rather be ſcorned: and 
abuſed for your ſakes:;- we had 
rather lay our. hands under your 
feet, and beſeech you 0n our knees 
with tears, were we able, then be 
put on ſuch a work as this. It 1s 
you that will, do it: if -ix be done. 
We had rather ' follow you from 
| houſe to houle, andteachand ex- 
horr you, if you will but hear us, 
and accept of our exhortation. 
Your ſouls are precious . in our 
eyes, for we know-they were lo - 
in the eyes of Chrilt,and therefore 
we are loth to ſee this day ; we 
were once in your caſe, and there-- 
tore know what it is tobe blind, 
and careleſs, and carnal as you 
are, and therefare would fain ob- 
tain your deliverance,” But if 
you will not hear, bur weſt. 
accuſe you, and we uſt condemn 
you ; The Lord judge between - 
CC IOSTAEALR you. 
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%. : you andus; For he can witneſs 
#/ , [+ that it was full ſore againſt our 
þ *\ wills. We bave been faulty indeed 
© \jn doing no more for you, and 
not following you with reſtleſs- 
importunity ; ( the Good Lord 


d 


forgive us; ) but yet we have 
not betrayed you by fi- 
fence. "5 

2. All thoſe that fear God , 

_ that have lived anions ungodly 
men, will alfo be ſufficient wit- 
neſles againſt them. Alas! they 

muſt be put upon that ſame work 
which is very unpleaſant to their 
rhoughts, as Miniſters are : They 

muſt witneſs before the Lord , 

that they did as friends and neiph- 
bours admoniſh them : that they 

* ., Fave them agood example , and 
i endeavoured to walk in holineſs 
| _ beforethem , but alas! the moſt 


3 did but- mock them, and call them 
22} Puritans and preciſe fools , and 


"me 


Ft hought they made more ado 
TW 6 _ then 


| a, Ty , 
61) 


then needs for tlieir ſalvation , 
They muſt be forced to teftifie, 
[ Lord we would fain have drawn 
them with us to hear the word, 
and to read it,and to;pray in their 
families, and. to ſanGtifie thy holy 
day, and take ſuch happy Op- 
portunities for their ſouls, But 
we could nor fet them toit; we 
did in our places what we were 
able, togive them the example of 
a Godly converſation, and they 
did but deride us , they were rea. 
dier to mark every flip of our 
lives, and to obſerve all our Infir- 
mities, and catch atany Accuſati- 
on that was againſt us, then to 
follow us in any work of holy. 
obedience, or care for our eyer- 
Hfting peace; 7] The Lord knows 
it is a molt heavy thing to confi- 
der now , that poor neighbours 
muſt be fain to come in againſt 
thoſe that th:y love ſo dearly,and 
by their Teſtimony to Judge them 
, >, ro 


__ 0 

to perdirion. Oh' heavy caſe to 
think of, that a maſter muſt wit- 
 nefsagainſt his own ſervant ! Yea 
a hysband againſt his own wite , 
and a wite againſt her husband ; 
yea. parents. againſt their own 
children, and ſay, | Lord,l tanght 
them thy word, but they would 
not learn, I told them what 
would come on it, if they return- 
ed not to thee, I brought them 
to Sermons, and I prayed with 
them,and for them. I frequently 
_ minded themof theſe everlaſting 
things, and of this dreadfult day 
which. now they ſee; But youth- 
_ full luſts; and the temptations of 
the fleſh and the Devil lead them 
away , and I :could never get 
them 'thronghly and ſoundly. to 
lay it ro their hearts. | Oh you 
that are parents, and friengs,and 
neighbours, in the fear of God be- 
ſtir you now, thar you may not 
be pur to this at the Foy of Judge- 
- ment, 


| ( 6 Jz ) | : 
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menx.' Oh give themno re{t,take 
no nay of them till you have per- 
\waded their hearts from this 
world to God , leſt yon. be pur 
to be their condemners : It muſt 
be now that 'you muſt prevent it, 
or elſe ever; now while you are 
with them , while you and they 
are in the fleſh together , which 
will be but'a little while : Can 
you but now prevail with them, ' 
all will be well, and you may 
meet- them Joytully before the 
Lord, | ESE 
3. Another witneſs "that will 
teſtifie'againſt the = fon that: 
day, will be their ſinfull compani- 
ons : thoſe thar drew them into 
ſn, or were drawn by them, or 
joyned with them m it. Ob httle 
do poor drunkards think, when 
they | ſit merrily ry an Ale-houſe, 
that 'one of cthem' muſt bear-wit» . 
neſs againſt anorher,and condemn 
one another ;- If they chought of 
LT _ this, 
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| (68). 
this, me thinks it ſhould make 
them have leſs delight in that 
company ; Thoſe that now joyn. 
with you in wickedneſs, ſhall chen 
be forced to witneſs, | I confeſs 
Lord I did hear him ſwear and 
curſe; I heard him deride thoſe. 
that feared the Lord, and make 
a jeſt of a holy lite, I ſaw him in 
the Ale-houſe when he ſhould be 
hearing the Word of God , or 


reading , or calling upon God , 


and preparing for this. day ;. 1 
joined with bim in fleſhly de- 
lights.,.in abuſing thy creatures 
and our own . bodies, - Sinners, 
look your companions in the face 
the next time youare with them, 
and remember this that I now 
fay , that thoſe men ſhall give in 
Evidence againſt you, that,now 
are your aſſociates. in, all your 
mirth, Little thinketh the. forni. 
cator and luſtfalt wanton , that 
their ſinfull mates muſt then bear 
fn witneſs 
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witneſs of that which the 
thought the dark had eoncealed, 
and cell their ſhame before all the 
world. Burt this muſt be the fruit 
of ſin. Its meet that they who 
encouraged one another in {in , 
ſhould condemn one another for 
it. And marvail not At it; for they 
ſhall be forced toit, whether they 
will orno ; Light will not then be 
hid : They may think to have ſome 
eaſe ro their conſciences , by ac-, 
cuſing and condemning others. 
When Adam is queltioned for his 
ſ1n, he preſently accuſeth the wo- 
man, Gen, 3. 12. when Judas 
his conſcience was awakened, he 
runs tothe Phariſes with the 
money that drew him to it, and. 
they caſt jt back in his own. face, 
and fay, See thos to it, what is that- 
ro ? Mat. 27.4,5,6. Oh the 
cold comfort that, finners will 
have in one another ar that day ! 
and the little pleaſure that ow 
wil 
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will findin pg evil 
wayes'!. Now' when a fornicator, 
or a wording, :of a merry vo- 
lopruous-man is grown old, and 
carinor at all his fin again , he 
takes pleaſure in remembring and 
relling others of his former fol. 
ly, what 'he once was : ' and 
what the "did : and- the merry 
Hours i that he had : bur th [Ml 
when ſinners are come to them- | 
ſelves a lnthe) more; they will 
remember atid- tell one:another 
of theſe things with anorber hearr, 


Of that they did burknow now 


* 


DW theſe things will chen affect 
men! 7000-4 HOS.8 

' 4. Another | witneſs that *will 
then . iſe up againſt them, will be 
the very Devils that tempted 
them - They that did purpoſely 
draw them toſin, that they might 
draw them +ro torment for fin : 
They can witneſs that you heark- 
ned to their Temprations, when 
you 


ou 
| you would not hearken to Gods 
Exhortations; They can witnd! 
that 'you'obeyed them in working 
Iniquity. Bur becauſe you 'may . 
think the Accuſers TERTTOug is 
not to be taken, will not ſtand on 
this. Though it is not nothing, 
where God knoweth it to, be 
CET ER 
5. The very, Angels of God 
alſo may be witneſſes againſt the 
wicked, Therefore are we advi- 
ſed' in Scriprare, not ton before 
them, Eccl. 5.6. 1.Cor. 11: 10, 
1 Tim. 5.21.1 charpe thee before 
the 'Elet Anpels, &c. They can 
reſtifie that they would haye been 
MiiſtringSpirics for their good, 
when.the wicked rarher choſe to 
be ſhves: to: the ſpirit of malitt- 
ouſneſs. The holy Anpels of God 
do many a time ſtand by you, when 
you are finning. They ſee you, 
when you ſee' not them, They 
are imployed by God in ſome 
ſort 


natal eel 0 \ y 4 ; 
” " is. 4 - 13 , : G ” 
wo ” 7 [ey 343% 4 "o , by, * 4a * C 
$ FD bk 's A $. # led 4 FY . 
e « \ : = 
x vb 
( ) 7 
. v 4 $ 


fort for your good, as well as we ; 
And asit isthe grief of Miniſters, 
that their labours ſucceed not , 
ſo we may ſuppoſe that accor- 
ding to their ſtate and nature it1s 
theirs. For they thatRejoyce in 
heaven at the Converſion of one 
finner, may be ſaid ro forrow,or 
to loſe thoſe joyes, when you re- 
fuſe to be converted. Theſe noble 
Spirits, theſe Holy and Glorious 
attendants of Chriſt , that 'ſhall 
wait upon him to Judgement, will 
be witneſſes. againſt. Rebellious 
ſinners, to their Confuſion, Sirs, 
yo have all in you natuzally a 
ear, of Spirits, and inviſible pow- 
ers : Fear them aright : leſt 
h:arkening to the deceiving Spi- 
rits, and refuſing the help of the 
Angels of God, and wiltully fin- 
ning before thejr faces, you 
ſhould cauſe them at that day, ro 
the terror of your ſouls, to ſtand 
torth as witneſſes againſt you, 

| Cy; 
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to your Condemnation. 

6. Conſcience it felf will be a 
© moſt effe&val witnels againſt the 
WF wicked at that day. I before told 

_ you it will be a Diſcerner, and 
torce them to a confeſſion : Bur 
a_ further office it hath, even ro 
' witneſs againſt them, Ifnoneelſe 
in the world had\ known of their 
ſecret fins, Conſcience 'will ſay , 
I was acquainred with them. 

7, The Spirit of Chriſt can wit- 
neſs againſt the ungodly , that he 
oft moved them co repent and 
Return , and they rejected his 
motions that he ſpoke to their 
hearts in ſecret,and oft ſet in with 
the Miniſter ', andoften minded 
them of their.caſe; and'perſwaded 
them ro-God, bur'they refiſted , 
quenched and prieved the 'Spirit, 
Ads 7.” 51. As the Spirit wit- 
neſſeth 'with' the Spirits. of the 
righteous; thar'they are the chil- 
dren of God, Roy. $. 16. ſo'doth 
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he witneſs with che conſcience of - 
the, wicked,chat they were chilUren | 


of Rebellion, and therefore are 
juſtly. children of wrath.This Spirir 
will not alway firive with men, at 
laſt being vexed, it will prove their 
enemy, and, riſeup againſt them, 
Gen..6..3. Iſa. 63;.10, If you. will 
needs Grieve it, now it Will Grieve 
you then, . Were it not a Spirit 
of Grace ,: and were it. not free 
mercy that it game to. offer you, 
the Repulſe: would not. have been 
ſo condemning, nor: the witneſs 
of. rhis.Spirit againſt you ſo, heavy 
at the ſaſt. But it, was the Spirit of 
Jeſus, that came with: recoyer- 
ing Grace, which you refiſted: 
And though the wages of eycry 
fn is death, yer you gill find that 
it. will ,co& you ſomewhat more to 
Rejed his ſalvation, thento break 
the Corargtelan of works .kind- 
neſs, and ſuck kindneſs wil got be 
rejeced at caſie rates. ( 
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Many a\ good motion 15. now 
made by the Spirit. to, the Heart 
of a ſinner, which he doth not {6 
much/as-once obſerye,-and.there- 
fore .doth not now Remember 
them. But they they ſhall be 
brought, to - his Remembrance 
with a witneſs. Many a thouſand 
| ſecret, motions. ro Repentance, 
to Faith:, to a holy life, will be 
T hen: ler before the eyes of the 
poor- ,- unpardoned , trembling 
ſinner ., which he had quite for- 
gotten : And the Spirit of God | 
ſhall, teſtifte, to his. Confuſion , 
[ At ſuch a Sermon. I, perfwaded 
thy heart to. repent , . and thou 
wonldit not.;, At ſuch @ time I 
ſhewed; thee; the evil. !of-.thy in, 
and: perſwaded: thee to:bav e:for- 
laken it ) bug thouw:wouldeſt not: ; 
I minded, thee in thy-: ſecret 
thoughts, of the nearneſs of 
Judgement, and the:Certaiuty and - 
Wezght. of exerlaſting things , Mi 
BE 


”....x 
the need of Chriſt, and faith, and 
holineſs, and ofthe Danger of 
ſinning : butthou didſt drown all 
my motions in thecares and plez- 
ſures of the world; Thoy hearken- 
edſt rather to the devilthen to me: 
The ſenſuall Inclinations of thy 
fleſh' did prevail againſt the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments that uſed : 
Though I-ſhewed thee Reaſons, 
undenyable Reaſons , from thy 
Creator , from thy Redeemer , 
from nature, from grace, from 
heaven, and-from hell , yer all 
would not ſo much as ftop thee, 
much leſs :xxy thee , but thou 
woxldſk g0 on , Thou woxldſt 
follow thy fleſh, and now ler it 
pay thee the wages of thy- folly, 
Thou woxldft;be thy. owt guide, 
and take thine ,own. Courſe , 
and now take what thou pgetteſt 
OO ST pd fe 
- Poor ſinners, I beſeech you in 
the fear of God, the next time 
>: you 
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you have any ſuch motions from 
the Spirit of God, to Repent, and 
Believe, and Break off your ſins, 
* and the Occaſions of them , con. 
'* ſider then what a mercy is ſet be- 
© fore. you : and how it will con- 
& found you. at. the day of Judge- 
© ment, to have all theſe motions 
1 brought in againſt you., and that 
® the Spirit of Grace it ſelf ſhould 
= be your Condemner! Alas, that 
-* men ſhould chooſe their own De- 
© ſruction, and. wilfully chooſeit! 
& and that the. foreknowledge of 
E theſe things ſhould not move them 
© to relent! IS 
© So much concerning the witneſs 
W that willbe brought in againſt the 
5G. 78 

| 6. The fifth Evidence that will 
be given 1n againſt the ſinner , will 
be, The Inſtruments and effefs, 
You know among men, ifa man 
be found murthered by the high- 


| way, and you arefound ſtanding, 


,Ooa> | j 
by bim'wnith's toody frordin: 
your-hand; eſpecially if'there were 1 
a former deſſention between. you, | 
it will be an Evidence that will 
prove a ftrong preſumption, that i 
you. were the 'Murtherer : Burif * 
the. fa& he certain by, other Evi- 
dence, then many fach things may 
be broughrtor aggrayationof'the 7 
SS RR 
So a twofoJd-Eviderice will be 
brought ' againſt: the” finer from lg 

theſe things.  One'to- proye him | 
guilty of the” fa&t : the: other'to } 

Aggravate the "fault; and prove |} 
thar his ſin, was very great.” ' |} 

* For the' former; 1. The- very i 
creatures. which ſinners abuſed ro 
fic, may be, brought in. againft | 
chem to their” Conviction and i 
Condemnation. Tor though'theſe | 
cratures ſhall be confumed-wirh | 
the _ laſt: deſtroying fire,, which if 
Nall conflthe- alf the world\, yet | 

they thall have” a Being'in the 
73 memory 
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CT 
memiory- of rhe ſinner (an eff 
Cognitam.)) The very Wine or 
Ale , or other liquor which was 


MZ abuſed to drunkenneſs , may wit- 


neſs againſt the Drunkard. The 
\weet morſels' by which rhe Glut- 
ron did pleaſe his Appetite, and all 
the- good creatures of God which 
be luxurionfly devonred', may 
witneſs' againſt'' lim, Zzke 16. 
19,-25. Fe'that" fared deliciouſly 
every day in this life , was told'by 
Abraham when he was dead,” and 
his ſoul in Hef, © Remettiber that 
thou in thy life timereceivedſt thy 
g00d things; atid likewiſe Zazar#s 
evil things : bot now he 1s com- 
forted, andthon art tormented 
Though -cheir” ſweet morſels an 
cups are paſt; and gone, yertniuſt . 
they” be Retrienibred at' Fudges 
ment and *5n' Hett.' | Remember, 
Sen ] ſaith" Abraham: Yea, and 
Remember” he\muſt', whether he 
will or no: Long was the'Glutton 
S__—_——_—=_ 
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in ſinning, and many a pleaſant bir 
did he taſt : and ſo many Eviden- 
\ ces of his fin will lie againſt him , 
and .the ſweetneſs will then be 
turned into gall. © 
The very cloathing ,*and orna- 
ments by which proud perſons 
did manifeſt their Pride , will be 
ſufficient Evidence againſt them : 
as his. being, cloathed in purple 
and fine linnen, is mentioned, Lak. 
T0068. + - ET 

The very lands, and goods, aud 
houſes of worldlings, will be an 
Evidence again{t them : Their 
Gold and Silyer, which the cove- 
tous do now prefer before the 
everlaſting Riches with Chriſt , 
will be an Evidence againſt them, 
fam. 5.1,2,3,4. Go to now, Ye 
Rich mtn,, Weep and howl for your 
_ miſeries that ſhall, come upon. you. 

Your Riches are . corrapted., aud 
your Garments moath-eaten ;, Your 
Gold and Silver 1s cankerid , ang 

| Fre 


” --- _ 
the Ruft of them ſhall be a Witneſs 
againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh , 
as it were fire, Ye have heaped 
' Treaſures together for the laſt 
dayes. Belold the hire of the La-. 
bourers , Which have reaped down 
your fields, Which ts of you kept back. 
by frand, cryeth ,, and the cryes of 
them which have reaped. are en- 
33 tred into the ears of the Lora of © 
i Sabboth! Ye have lived in plea- 
FF (wreonthe Earth, and been wanton ; 
Te have nourifoed your hearts as in 
a day of ſlaughter. Oh that world-_ 
lings would well confider this 
one Text ; and therein obſerye ,. 
viherher a life of earthly pleaſure 
and fulneſs of worldly Glory , 
and Gallantry , be as defifable as_ 
they imapine, and to what Time 
and Purpoſe they ' now lay up 
their Treaſnres; and How they 
muſt hear of theſe Things here- 
after ; and what effeR the review 
of _ their: Jovial daies will have 
LR E 3 upon 
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upon their miſerable condemned 
bs. 

2. The very circumſtances of 
Time, Place, and the like , may 
Evidence againſt @ ſinner to bis 
Condemnation, The drunkard 
ſhall Remember, In ſuch an Ale- 
houſe ] was ſo oft drunk, and in 
ſnch a: Tavern I waſted my time : 
The Adulterer and fornicator 
| ſhall Remember the very Time, 

the Place, the Room, the' Bed 
where they committed wicked- 
n:ſs. The Thief and Deceivyer 
will Remember the Time , Place, 
the perſons. they wronged, and 
the Things which they robbed or 
deceived them of, The worldlin 
will Remember the byſineſs 
- which he preferred before the ſer- 
vice of God : the worldly mat- 
ters which: had more of his heart 
then his Maker and Redeemer 
had: the work. which he was do- 
ins when he ſhould bavg been 
;._ _: "PICYVINg, 
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Praying., or Reading, or Cate- 
chizing his Family, *or thinking 
foberly, of bi lacrer cod. A thou- 
ſand of,hele will then come into 
his mind, and, be as {o many Evi- 
dences againſt him to his Condem- 
nation. | an Find = 
2. The very eff:&s alſo of mens 
fins: will be ,an.Evidence againſt 
them. The wife and children of 
a Drunkard' are Impoveriſhed by 
! bis fin; His family and the 
& acighborhood is diſquieted by him. 
Y The will be fo, ms 'Evidences 
W af Hin, bo will os abale'of 
bis on Reaſon :, The enticing of 
others. to he, fam? .-lin,,- and 
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care and Ig 

tempted. by, ix.to pverpaſs tbe'ſer- 
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vice of God, as having ſcrace 
time for it, or any room foritin 
their troubled thoughts ; All theſe 
miſerable families, and- perſons, 
and all the ſouls that are undone 
by this Temptation, will be fo 
many Evidences againſt ſuch Op- 
preflors. 

Yea, the poor whom they haye 
neglected to relieve, when they 
might; the fick whom they have 
. neglefted to viſit , when they 
-might, will all witneſs then 


againf}' the unmercifull, Afatrh. 
_ The many ignorant, wor Idly 
careleſs ſinners thar have periſt ed 
under an idle; unfairhfukMiniſter , 
will be ſo many witneſſes againſt 


him to'lis coridemnation,?” They 
mhay ched ery out, 44 hr © 
his face, [ T was ignorant Lord, 
_ and he never did ſo much as teach 
_ me, carechize me, nor tell me of 
theſe Things , 1was' careleſs, and 
oh : minded 
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37s 82 
2. And as 


Creating men, in giving and con- 
tinuing their Brig to them}, will 
bean 'Evidence for the- _—_ 
tion of their ſin againſt him, 
What > will you abufe--him- 'by 
whom it'is that you ate * metr? 
will. you ſpedk-to--his —_"" 

LAAT. 


= 

that giveth you your ſpeech? will, 
you., live . to.. us, diſhonons, who, 
giveth you, your Lives? will you: 
wrong bm by his. own creatures? 


and negle&t him withour wbom 


you cannot lubfift ?,, 'j- .' || WM 
,'\2. The \Redemptiop of. men Þ 

by the Lord. Jeſus.Chyjſt will be } 

an Evidence to the exceeding Ap- 
gravation of their ſing. | You fin- 
ned agunſt the Lord that hought 
was-hrepared, and all thjngs were 
Ready, yay made hpbt.ofar', 'and 
found excuſes , - and. would not 
come, Afgy . 23514, So 0: Ltth: 14. 
17, 18, Mult Chriſt Redeemyou 
by. {o. dear. a, price-fromifin and 
miſery , and yecwillyon contiony 
the t(ervants, of ſin ,.;and prefer 
- Your ſlavery before. your-freegomn, 
and chaoſe, tobe Satans drudges, | 
rather,'than to be, che ſervant | 
God ?..The forrows and ſufferidgs | 
Vou 
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therbfore”:ſhoald” Kyo plorified Wt 


Him that Bought y6i8; with 

Bodies ard SpiFit-, becauſe: ey 
wereHis, 1.'Cor: 6. 19,"20.' This BW 
one Apprivation of your/fin will 7 
mhke! 7 OH" /(6ublyandiremediteſlly WM 
| thay 0 Trod unde Z 

'SonvEGod ,'andeount. | 

ed! rhe” blood of the Covenant, 
wherewith! you'were ſanRified , 
«i inbolyching) Heb: :x©, 26 127, 

-28, 89 Abd Erucified2 £6-your 
Tekves he$on'of God afreſhd/and 
So m "to open'Atanie, ;"Heb '6 

EZ 1-10 i172 
T [Mordover; All the i ang 
-hltcies which they Sdeeived| 5x8 
be” Iv taany Blidetices ol the 
"eOnGertiriation 6f t<h&20h 

The wvery*entth chat'hs arocd 
2nd -yieldet! therh its j davy'd) whike 
they' thenifdlves wer Te: -Unfenidfal 
_ 40 God#' The if yolk [tlity 
*breathed iti; (thefoodwhithlaow- 
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coveret>them,. che: honſes which 
they dwelt in, the beaſts that'la 
boured for them, and all theicrea- 
tures that died for their uſe: All 
theſe may riſe upagainſt them to 
their ; mg net - ns 
Jud us expoitmlate wit 
=-” 7. Did all theſe mercies de- 
ſerve no more: Thanks? ſhould 
you' not have ſerved 'him-that fo 
liberally maintained-::yqu2:God 
thought :: not: alt thefe::too: god) 
fbv:you ;; and! did yori think your 
hearts and fervicts t00 :good for 
bm? He ſerved you with the wea- 
ry: labours: of , your fellow-crea- 
trgg, acid ſhould you havegrutty- 
edrfo 'heax: bis zaſſe \Noke2-Fhey 
were;:yolri\flaves:anddrudges; 
arid 'you refuſed ta bocdis free: er- 
vants and: his ſons? They ſuffered 
Death*t6i feed your Badies,, and 
you \mould net 1uflen.rhe ſhork 
fordearance;/of:2: liteforbiddets 
kg -plealure: for: ahe. _— of 
m 
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hip that |matleyiou and/redormed 
. YOÞu/'Þ 362d 3dl3 , ni aig yard: 
Oh: how: many: thauſund-merd 

cigs :of (God will then be review 

- 'thoſe that megleted: che 
 \borrour:::of »thew ſous. 

when -chey' '(hat} beuphraidey! 

the Judge: wich. dhel> Gale; 
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Geknels :anil from danger :' all rhe | 

hofours;'arndi:poivdeges';; .;and 

other commodinidks rh tas ach 
comertedthem/wallxtien beGods 

evidences 00 {fhanme ihem!and. 
ow ar them. /Oz'His Wppot 
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Lndremevt of God , Who will pen” 
der to. every. man according th favs! 
Deeas. ELL SOLES Of AWW id CH ts 
4: Morevoer , All the means: 
® which God uſed for the Recove.. 
® ry of {inaers,i0:the dayot chew 
= vilraton, ww riſcup againſt the! 
Impenijteot!fouls in Judgement! tot 
their condemaation. You gan hear! 
Sermons, CAY elelly , and * {l:epdy; 
BOW ;- but-Q that you wayld-:con. 
fider, how the reverw of hens wall 
nn 
401% Or: the warnzmgs 1 LyQ 
and man, and of all:the wholfo 
advice chat ys givenyou :: but:God 
wol-o0t sHGert make} bglrt 
contempe:Oh et 
ftdos will theydiotoxbeheartsiof 
_ the ningodly:, when: alithe mbkak 
49at-werg uſed fortheirgloadart 
brought x0 cbeir r601crabrance.on 
_ one ſult; amd aherempraribad chit 
drew. itheminofin-6n , thei other 
fide, apd che-Lord ithail pleas 
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cauſe with'their coaſcietices ; and 


fay, {. Was 1ſo hard a' maker, or 
was my work ſo unreaſonable ,* or 
was 'my wages ſ9'contemprible , 


that no perſwaſions could draw 


you- into. my: ſervice? was Satan 
ſogooda maſter ,” or'was his work 
fo: honeſt: and profitable, or was 
his wages'ſo deſirable, that' you 
would be ſo: eafily.- perſwaded to 
do as:he. would have.'you ?; Was 
there ' more perſwading'Reaſon in 
his allurements., and deceirs-; then 
in all my holy. words, :and all'the 
powerful Sermons that you heard, 
or al .. the: faithful admionirtions 
you' received”, oriallthe goodex- 
amples of chenightbous ,” ovinall 
dxwhichyoutbe- 
held? Was: not'-a .reafon' ferchr 
from: the: lover of 'God;” from the 
evilof fin;, the blaod of Chritt:, 
the:Judgement to come; the glory 
promiſed, the: tormentsthreat- 
ned, as forable with yow , and #s 


good 
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good in your eyes, to draw you 
to | holineſs, as a Reaſon from 
a little fleſhly delight, or worldly 
gain, to draw you to be unho- 
, 4 | 
the name of God, ſinners, 
I intreat you to bethink-your | 
ſelves in time, how you will ſuffi- 
ciently anſwer ſuch Queſttons as 
theſe. You ſhould have ſeen God 
inevery creature that you beheld, 
and have read your duty in all his 
works; what can you look upon 
above you, or below you , or 
round about you, which night 
not 'haye ſhewed you -ſo much of 
the wiſdom, -and goodneſs ; and 
greatneſs of your Maker, as ſhould 
have: convinced you thar' it was 
your duty to -be Devoted'to'his 
will? And- yet you have his'writ- 
ten word that ſpeaks plainer thert 
all theſz. And will you deſpiſe 
them all? will you not ſee ſo great 
a Light? will you not hear ſo 

Ot, loud 
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loud and conſtant .calls? ' ſhal 
God , and. his Miniſters ſpeak .in 
vain? And can you [think that 
you ſhall not hear ofithis.again , 
and pay for it. one day? You have 
the Bible, and other good books 
by you : why do you not read 
them? You have. Miniiters at 
hand : ; Why do you not. go to 
them, and earneſtly .asF them , 
 Sirs , 'What muſt i ao to be /, aved F 
and entreate-them to- teach you 
the way to life ; You have ſome 
neighbours that fear God,: why do 
you not, go. to, them ,;and take 
them in the fear of God; andin 
a holy diligence for your ſouls ? 
Now: is the time for you to. beſtir 
your elves; fafe and Death are A 
before you.;! You:.-haye gales 
of Grace/49' further| your .voy- 
age - There are 'more for you 
then againilyou. God will help 
yov: his Spiric will help you : bis 
hi Miniſters 
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Miniſters will help you: every 
good Chriſtian will help you ; the 
Angels themſelves will help you , 
if you will bur reſolvedly ſet your 
ſelves to the work; And yet will 

you-not ſtir? Parience :1s waiting 
on you, Mercies are etiticing you , 
Scourges are drivingyou Judg 


ment ſtayeth for you ; [The Lights 


of God ſtand burning by.you to 
dir:& you, And yet will you not 
ſor but'lie indarknefs ? And do you 
think you ſhall not hear of this? 


Do you think this will notone d 
colt you dear ? Ag 
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ws. La. 


IX. HE ninth part of our 

_— 1s to fhew you, 
What are thoſe frivilous excuſes by 
which the unrighteous may then en- 
deavonr their defence. 

Having already ſhewed you 
what the Defence muſt be, that 
mult be ſufficient to our Juſtifica- 
tion > 

nf any firſt demand , Whether 
the Evidence of his fin will not 
ſo overwhelm the finner , that he. 
will be ſpeechleſs ,- and paſt ex- 
cuſe ? I = Before God bath 
done with him, he will be ſo ; Buc 
it ſeems, at firſt his dark under- 
ſtanding, and partial corrupted 
conſcience will ſer him upon a 
vain Defence, For as. 7. 22, 23. 
Chriſt telfeth us, that [| Many 
will ſay tomein that day, Lord, 
| Lord, have we not prophelied in 
thy name, and in thy name wm 

c 
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caſt out Devils, and in thy name 
have done many wonderful warks? 
And then will 1 profels to them, 
I never knew you, Depart: from 
me, ye workers of Iniquity, ] And 
in Mat, 25. 1]. The fooliſh Vir- 
gins cry , Lord, Lord, open to 
us. ] And verſ. 44.{ Then ſhall 
they alſo anſwer him, ſaying,Lord, 
when ſaw we thee an hungred,. or 
athirſt, or a ſtranger, or.naked, or 
ſick, or in priſon, and did not 
Miniſter unto thee e ] And verſ, 
24, 25. They fear not co caſt ſome 
of the cauſe of their negle&t' on 
God himſelf. | Then he: which 
had received the one Talent came 
and ſaid, Lord 1 knew thee, that 
thou wetrt an hard man , reapin 
where thou haſt not ſown, 7, 
pncring where thou haſt not ' 
rawed;. and I was afraid , and 
went and hid-my talent in the 
earth; lo, there thou halt that is 
thine, 


It 
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| It: is. clear then, that Excuſes 
they will be ready tomake, and 
their: full Conviction will be in or. 
der after theſe Excuſes at lealt as 
in; their minds, 16 not in-words ):; 
But what the particular excuſes 
will be , we may partly. know by 
theſe Scriptures. which | recite 
them, andpartly by hearing what 
the. ungodly co.now:fay;for them 
{elyes.:' And. becauſe it isfor their 
preſent benefit: that I now make 
mention of them, thfat they may 
ſee the vanity. of all ſuch Extuſes, 
1: will mention them! as: 1'now 
meet- with: them in rhemouths of 
{1ngers in our ordinary difcourle, 
And theſe: Excuſes are of ſeveral 
ſorts.; ſome by which they would 
Juſtifie their eftate:; ſome excuſes 
of::particular Actions, , and that 
etther in whole, or inpart; ſome | 
by which: they:/would put bythe 
penalty , though they confeſs the 


{in ; ſome by which they lay the 
[Coons blame 
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| blame on other men.; andin ſome 
_ they would caft'it upon God tam 
felf. ] muſt rouch bur:ſome ofthem 
yey bref, -  _--.. 
_ The firſt Exenſe. - 7 arm not guilty 
of theſe things which Tam accuſed 
fi 1 did'leve God above All, ana m 
:ghbour as my ſelf : T aid uſe the 
world but for Neceſſity , but God 
had my heart. REES 5 
- Anſm, The All-ſeeing [Judge 
doth\ known the contrary: and 
wilt make thy: conference know 1t. 
Look back-man, upon. thy. heart 
and Life. How ſz:dom 'and: how 
negle&fully. didft' thou-think; of 
God? 'how coldly- didft\.thou 
worſhip him, or make-any/men- 
tion'of' him? how careleſly didft 
then ſerve: him? and: think much 
of all that thou did: therein? 
Thou rather- thoughteſt' that his 
ſervice was- making more: ado 
than needs, and" didft grudge: art 
thoſe that were more diligent 
| than 
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than thy ſelf. , But for the world, 

How heartily, aud how conſtant- 

ly didſt thou ſeek and ſerve it? 

And yet wouldſt thou now per- 

{wade the Judge that thou didft 

Love God above all? He will 

ſhew thee thy naked Heart, and 

the courſe of thy former life, which 

ſhall convince thee of the con- 

crary. | 5 

The ſecond Excuſe. 7] lived not 

in any Groſs fin, but only in ſmall 

Infirmities. I was no Murderer, or 

Aadulterer, or Fornicator,or T heif 

or did 1 deceive or wrong any , 0r 

take any thing by violence... 

 Anſw. Wasit not a Groſs ſin, 

to love the world above God, and 

to neglect Chriſt that died for 

thee? and neyer do him one hours 

hearty ſervice , but meerly to ſeek 

thy carnal ſelf, and live to thy 

fleſh? God will open thine, eyes | 

then, and ſhew, thee a thouſand | 

groſs fins, which thou now for- | 
gettell 


\; 
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| getteſt or makeſt light of. Andir 
S is not only Groſs fins, but All fin , 


oreat or {mall that deferveth-the 
wrath of God, and will certainly 


# bring thee under it for ever, if 
# thou have nor partin Chriſt to re- 
= lieve thee : woe to the man that 
* ever he was born that muſt an- 
'> fwer in his own name for his 
+, ſmalleſt offences. : 


The third Excuſe. 7 did it Is- 


 morantl y : I knew not that there was 


ſo much required to my ſalvation. 
I thought leſs ado night bave ſer- 


wed the turn : and that if I lookt 


to my body, God would take care of 
my ſoul : and that it was better to 
truſt him what ſhould become of me 
hereafter , then to trouble my mind 
fo much about it. Had 1] known 
better, 1 wonld huve done bet- 
Fer, 

Anſw. Tf you knew not better, 
who was it long of but your 
ſe]f? Did God hide theſe things 

F from 
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Wet 
from you? Did he not tell them ® 
you in his werd as plainly as the * 
rongue of man can ſpeak, That | 


- 
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except you were Repenerate 


and born again , yon ſhould not i 


enter into the Kingdom of God » 


70h. 3. 3,5. That without holi- K 
neſs none ſhould ſee God, Heb, | 

12.14. That you muſt ſtrive to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate, for 


many ſhall ſeck to enter, and ſhall 
not be able, Lake 13. 24. That 


if you lived after the fleſh, you 


ſhould die; and if ” the Spirit 


you mortified the deeds of the 
body you ſhould live, Row. 8. 13. 
That if any man have not the Sp1- 
ric of Chriſt, the ſame is none of 
his, Rom.8, 9. And to be carnal!- 
ly minded is death , but to be $pi- 
ritually, minded 1s life and peace, 
Rom. 8. 9. That you muſt not lay 
up for your ſelyes a treaſure. on 


earth , where ruſtand moaths do 


corrupt, and thieves break 
through 
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through and ſteal, but muſt lay 
up for your ſelves a treaſure in 


XX heaven, where ruſt and moaths do 


not corrupt, and thieves do not 
break through and ſteal , Mar. 6. 
3 79, 20, That, you muſt ſeek firſt 
3 the Kingdom of God and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof , Mar. 6. 
33. not Labour for the food 
that periſheth , but for the food 
that endureth to everlaſting life , 
which Chriſt would have given 
you, John. 6. 27. That if you be 
riſen with Chriſt , you mult ſeek 
thoſe things which are above, 
where Chriſt fitteth at the, righ 
hand of God , and not the things 
that are on earth, Cel. 3. 1,2, 3. 
Yea your very Converſation 
ſhould be in heaven, Phil. 3. 19, 
20,21; 7 

What ſay you , Did not God 
tell you all this and much more? 


and plainly tell it co you? Turn ro 


your Bibles, and fee the words, 
F 2 and 
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and let them witneſs againſt you. 
2. And could you think with 
any Reaſon, that your ſouls being 
10 much more precious then your 
bodies, you ſhould yet do fo much 
more for your bodies than your 
ſouls? Could you think all the 
labour of your lives little enough 
for a frail body, that muſt be 
ſhortly in the dirt : and that your 
Immortal ſoul ſhould be no 
more regarded ? Could you think 
with any Reaſon, that you ſhould 
do ſo much for a life ofa few years 
continuance, and do no more for 
a life that ſhallhaveno end? 
3. And whereas you talk of 
truſting God with your ſouls, you 
Arc cruſt kim: You did bo 
on that pretence , careleſly diſre- 
card them. If you truſt God, 
ſhew any word of Promiſe that 
ever he gave you to truſt upon , 
that ever an Impenitent,, Carnal , 
Careleſs perſon ſhall be ſaved, 
No : 
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No : he hath told you enouph to 
the contraty. And could you think 
that it was the will of God, that 
you ſhould mind your bodies 
more then your ſouls, and this life 
zore then that to come? Why, 

he hath bid you ſtrive, and run , 
and fight, and labour, and care, 
and ſeek, and uſe violence, and ail 
diligence for the ſafety of your 
ſouls, and for the life to come: 
But where bath he bid you do fo 
for your bodies? No , he” knew 
that you were prone to do too 
much for them; and therefore he 
hath bid you, | Care not, and 
Labour not ]thatis, Doitas if 
you did 1t not : andlet your Care 
and Labour for earthly things be 
none 1n' compariſon o that for 
heavenly things. You know God 
can as well maintain your lives 
without your care and labour , as 
ſave your ſouls. without it : And 
yet you ſee he will not , hedorh 
F 3 - not; 
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not : You muſt plough, and ſow, 
and reap, and threſh, for all Gods 
Love and Care of you, and not 
fay, I willlet all alone and cruit 
God. And muſt you not much 
' more uſe diligence in much grea- 
ter things ? If you will traſt God, 
you maſt rol him in his own 


way, and in the uſe of his own 
INCAnNs, - 

The fourth Excuſe. 7 mas ne- 
ver brought up to learning , I can- 
not ſo much as read : Nor aid my 


” Parents ever teach me any of theſe 
things, but only (ct me about my 
worldly buſineſs, and provide focd 
and rayment for me: but never 
once told me that I had a ſoul to 
ſave or loſe , and an everlaſting life 
to provide and prepare for. And 
thercfore I coulda not come to the 
knowleape of them. 

' Anſw. The greater is their ſin , 
who thus negle&ed you. But chis 
1s no ſufficient Excuſe for you. 

Heaven 
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"# Heaven is not prepared for the 
XZ Learned only : © nor . will Chriſt 
2 ask you at Judgement , whether 
2 yon are good Scholars, or not, 
'Z no nor fo much as whether you 
could write or read. B 
der well! was not Gods woyd 
ſo plainly written , that the dn- 
learned might underſtand it? Did 
he not put it into the moſt fami- 
Lar ſtile, rhough he knew it would 
be offenſive to the proud Scho- 
|ars of the world, of purpoſe thas 
he might fir it to the capacities of 
the ignorant? And if you could 
not read, yet tell me , Could not 
you have learned to read at twen- 
ty or thirty years of age,ifyou had 
been but willing to beſtow now 
and then an hour to that end ? 
Or at leaſt, did you not live near 
ſome that could read ? and could 
you not have- procured them to 
read to you, or to help you? And 
aid you not hear theſe things 


F4 read 
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read to you in the Congregation ? 
by the Miniſter? or might have 8 
done if you would ? And if your ! 
Parents did negle&t you in your 8 
youth, yet when you cameto a | 
fuller uſe of Reaſon, and heard of | 
the matters of ſalvation from 
Gods Word, didit not concern ' 

ou to have looked to your 
elves; and to have redeemed 
that time which you loſt in your 
youth, by doubling your diligence 
when you came to riper years? 
The Apoſtles gathered Churches 
among Heathens that never 
heard of Chriſt before, and con- 
verted many thouſand ſouls chat 
were never once told of a Sayi- 
our, or the way to ſalvation, till 
they had palt a great part of their 
lives. If you loytered ill the lat- 
ter part of the day, it behoved 
you then to have beſtirred your 
ſelves the more: and not to fay, 


Through the fault of my Parents, 
L 
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I loſt the beginning of my life, 
| and therefore I will loſe all : they 
taught me not then, and there- 
fore I will notlearn now. Have 
you not ſeen ſome of your neigh- 
bours, who were as 1ll educated as 
your ſelyes, attain to much know- 
3 ledge afterwards by their Indu- 
3} ſry? And why might nor you 
3 bave done ſo,, if you had been as 
induſtrious as they? May not 
God and Conſcience witnels, that 
it was becauſe you cared not tor 
knowledge, and would not be art 
_ thepains to get it, that you knew 
no more? Speak truth, man, in 
the preſence of thy Judge; was 
thy heart and mind ſet upon it ? 
Didſt thou pray daily for it to 
God? Didlt thou uſe all the 
means thou couldeſt to pet it ? 
Didſt thou attend diligently on 
the word in publike , and think of 
what thou heardeſt when thou. 
cameſt home? Dtdſt thou go ro 
F5 the 
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the Miniſter , or to others that 
could reach rhee, and intreat them 
to tell chee the way to ſalvation ? 
Or did{t thou not rather careleſ- 
ly. neglet theſe matters; and 
hear a-Sermon as a common tale, 
even when the Miniſter was ſpeak- 
ing of Heaven or Hell? It was 
not then thihe unavoidable Igno- 
rance, bur thy __ 

Yea furiher , anſwer as.in the 


preſence of God: Didit thou 
Obey ſo far as thou didft know ? 


Or dic{t thou not. rather fin 
againſt rhat knowledge which 
thou hadſt? Thou kneweſt that 
the ſoul was better then the bo- 
dy, and everlaſting hfe more to 
be regarded, then this tranſitory 
life 2 -But didſt thou regard itac- 
cordingly> Thou ſure knewelt 
that God was better then the 
world, and Heaven then earth; 
atleaſt, thou waſt rold of it ; But 
Udlt thou accordingly value "=, 

an 
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and love him more? Thou knew=- 
eſt ſure that there was no ſdlyati- 
on without Faith, and Repen- 
rance, and newneſs of life, and. 
yer they were neglected. In a 
word, many a thouſand-{ins which 
were committed , andduties that 
were omitted, againſt thy own. 
Knowledge and Conſcience., will 
mar this Excuſe. , 

The fifth' Excuſe, 7 lived not. 
under a powerful Miniſter to tell 
me of theſe things, but where 
there was. mo Preaching at. 
all, | 


Anſw. And might you not 
have gone where a powerfull Mi- 
niſter was- with a little pains?- 
Yea did not the very plain word . 
which you heard read, tell you of 
theſe things ? And might you not - 
have had a Bible your elves; and.. * 
tound them there ? - | 
"The fixth Excuſe. 7 was-4 /er-- 
vant, and had no- time from my la - 
banr { 


(108) | 


bexer to mind theſe matters: Tlived 
with a hard maſter , that required 
all his own work of me , but would 
allow me no time for the ſervice of 
God. Or elſe, 1 was a poor man, 
ana had a great charge to loth, af- 
ter, and with my hard labour had 
much ado to live, ſothat I had no 
time for heavenly things. | 

Anſw. 1, Who ſhould be firſt 
ſerved? God or man? what ſhould 
be firſt ſought after? Heaven or 
Earth ? Did not Chriſt tell thee, 
One thing is neceſſary? Luke 10. 
41,42. was it not as needtul to 
fee that you eſcape Damnation, 
and get fafe to Heaven when this 
life is ended, as to fee that you 
had food and raiment for your 
ſelves, and yours? 

2, Did you ſpend no time in 
Recreation, nor Idleneſs, nor vain 
talking * why might not that 
at lealt haye been ſpent about 
| heavenly things? 

3, Could 
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3, Could yeu have taken no 
time from your reſt, or eating, or 
at other intermifſions ? Mars bo- 
dy will not endure fo great la- 
bours as to have no Intermiſlion , 
And why then might not godli- 
neſs have been your eaſe and re- 
creation e | 

4. Or might you not have min- 
ded theſe things , even when you 
were about your labour, if you 
had but a heart to them ? 

5. At leaſt you might have ſpent 
the Lords own day in hearing , 
reading, and pondering of theſe 
matters, when you were forced to 
forbear your worldly labours, 
even by the wholſom Lay of the 
Land : Theſe therefore are all 
bur vam Excuſes: and God will 
ſhortly make thee ſpeak out, and 
plainly . confeſs, It was not fo 
much for want of Time, or Helps, 
or warning, as for want ofa heart 
to uſe them well. I ſhould bave 

found 
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found ſome Time , though it had 
been when I ſhould have ſtepr, 
if my heart had been bur ſet upon 
iT. 
The ſeventh Excuſe. Little did 
I think to have ſeen this day : I did 
not Believe that ever God would be 
fo ſevere: IT thought hi Threat- 
nings had been but to keep men in 
awe : and I ſufpefted either that 
the Scripture Was not his Word , or 
elſe I thowght he wonld be better 
then his word. I thought all that 
T heard of another life had been un- 
certain; and therefore was lothto 
bet go a certainty for an uncertain- 
ty, and loſe my preſent pleaſures 
which 1 had in hand, for the 
hopes of that which I never aia 
ee. 

f Anſw. He. that will not know 
his miſery by believing. to pre- 
yent it, ſhall know itby feeling to 
endure it. You were told and 
| told again what your unbeitet 
| would . 
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would bring you to. Did Gods 
word make Heaven and Earth? 
Doth it ſupport them , and ſecure 
them? And is not his word ſuffi- 
cient m— for you to have 
truſted your ſouls upon? Did you 
know where was any better ſecu- 
rity to be had? and where was 
any ſurer ground for your con- 
fidence? And did you think fo 
baſely and blaſphemouſly of 
God, that he would falſifie his 
word, leſt ſuch as you ſhould ſuf- 
fer? and that he was fain to rule 
the world by a Lie? Did God 
make the world ſo eafily ? and can 
he not Govern it by true and 
righteous means ? what need God 
to ſay that which he will notdo, 
to awe ſinners? Can he not Awe 
them by Truth ? Is it not Juſt that 
thoſe ſhould eternally periſh, that 
will entertain | ſuch deſperate 
thoughrs of God, and then by 
fuch wicked imaginations, en- 
courage - 
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courage themſelves in ſin againſt 
tum ? 

And forthe Truth of Scripture, 
God did not bid you believe ir 
without Evidence, He ſtamped on 
it the Image of. his own Purity 
and Perfection, that you might 
know it by that Image and ſuper- 
ſcription, if you had eyes to ſee 
them; He fealed it by uncon- 
rouled multitndes of Miracles : 

e delivered it down to your 
bands by Infallible witneſſes: ſo 
that he left you no room for ra- 
tional Doubting. 

_. And you knew that the matters 
of this world were not only un- 
certain, but certainly yain and 
tranſitory, and would ſhortly 

come to nothing, and leave you in 
_ diſtreſs. If it had then been un- 
certain whether there were a Glo- 
ry and miſery hereafter , (as it 
was not ) ſhould nor Reaſon have 
taught you to prefer the leaſt 
pro- 
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probabilities of an everlaſting un. 
ſpeakable happineſs , before that 
which is certainly periſhing and 
vain? Theſe vain Excuſes will 
but condemn you. 

"The eighth Excuſe. 7 Was /o 
enticed and perſwaaded by ſinners to 
do as they aid, that I could not deny 
them, They Would never let me 
re. - 
2 1. And were you nor as 
earneſtly perſwaded by God*to 
forſake ſin and ſerve him, and yet 
' that would not prevail with you ? 
You could not deny the Devil 
and fools, but you could deny 
God and all his Meſſengers. Were 
not Miniſters as earneſt with yon 
every week to repent and amend? 


| What did men entice you with ? 


with a little deluding fleſhly'plea- 
lure for a few dayes? And what. 
did God entice you with? with 
the Promiſe of endleſs uncon- 
cetyable felicity! And if this were 
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a {maller matter in your eyes then 
the other, then you have had 
your choice, be content withit, 
and thank your ſelves. In your 
life time you had the good things 
which you choſe, and preferred 
before heaven, and therefore can- 
not expect to have heaven be- 
fides. Mm 

The. ninth Excuſe. F lived 
among ungoaly per ſons, that derided 
all that fared, poſ ſo that if I had 
not done as they did , but had made 
any more ado to be ſaved, I ſhould 
have been the wery ſcorn of the 
place wherein IT lived. 

Anſw. And was not Heaven 
worth the enduring of a ſcorn ? 
Is not he worthy to go without it 
that thinks ſo baſely of it ? Did 
not Chriſt tell you, that if you 
were aſhamed of him before men , 
he would be aſhamed of you be- 
fore his Father and the Angels of 
heaven ? Mark 8. 38. He ſuffered 
more 
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more then ſcorns for you: and 
could you not ſuffer a ſcorn for 
him and your ſelves? Seeing you 
choſe rather to endure evyerlaſt-. 
ing Torment, then a little deri- | 
fion from ignorant men, take that 
which you made choice of, And 
ſeeing ſo ſmall a matter would 
drive you from heaven, and part . 
God and you, as a mock, as the 
wind ofa mans mouth, No won- 
der if you be commanded to 
_—_— from him into everlaſting 
re. : 

The tenth Excuſe. 7 had an- 
godly perſons to my Parents , or 
Mafters, or Landlord , or Gover- 
nors, Who threatned to undo me, if I 
had addsfted my ſelf to fo ftrift a 
life, and if I would not believe and 
do as they dia. 

Anſw. What if they threatned 
you with preſent death? Did 
not God alſo threaten you with 
everlaſting Death, if you were 

| nor 
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-nof.ruled by him? And whoſe 
. threatning ſhould you have chief- 
ly feared? Is man more dread. 
ful than God? Is death more ter. 
'Tible then Hell? Did not Chriſt 
bid you, Fear not them that can kill 
the body , and: after that can do no 
mere ; but fear him that i5 able to 
ieffroy both body and ſoul in hell- 
fe ; yea 1 ſay unto you, fear him ? 
Hats. 10. 28. Luke 12.4, 5. and 
Iſa. 51.7. Fear ye not the Reproach 
of men , neither be afraid of their 
revilings: For the moath ſhall eat 
them up like a garment , and the 
Worm ſhall eat them like wooll : but 
my Righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever , 
and my ſalvation from Generatiox 
to Generation. Seeins therefore 
you have choſen rather to ſuffer 
from God for ever for your ſin, 
then to ſuffer ſmall matters for 
well-doing for a moment, you 
muſt even hear your own choice. 
Chriſt told you before hand, w_ 
| 


(197) EEE: 
if you could -not forſake all the 
world and your own lives for him, . 
you could not be his Di © Se 5 
Matth. 10.37,38,39. And ſecing 
you thought his terms too hard, 
and would needs ſeek you out a 
better ſervice, even take what you 
have choſen and found. 

The eleyenth Excuſe. 7 /aw 
ſo many follow their pleaſnres and 
their worldl befnefe. and never 
look after theſe higher things , and 
fo few go the other way, that I 
thought ſure Goa would not damn 
ſo great a part of the world, and 
therefore I wentured to do as the 
moſt ard. | 

Anſw. God will make good 
| his word upon many or few, Did 

you doubt of his will, or of his 
power ? For his will, he hath told 
it you in his word, For his power, 
he is as able to puniſh many as 
one man, What is all the world 
tohim, but asa drop of a Bucket, 
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as the duſt of the ballance ? He 

rold you before hand that the 
ate was ſtrait, and the way to 
eaven was narrow, and few did 


find it, and the pate to deſtruQi- 


on was wide , and the way was 
broad, and many did enter in at it, 


Mat. 7.13,14. And if you would 


not Believe him, yon muſt bear 


what your unbelief hath brought 


you to. What if you had twenty 
children , or ſeryants, or friends : 
and the .greater part of them 
ſhould prove falſe to you, and 
ſeek your deſtuction , or prove 
diſobedient, and turn ro your ene- 
my? would you think it a good 
excuſe, if the reſt ſhould do the 
like, becauſe of their exampte? 
will you therefore wrong God, 
becauſe you ſee others wrong 
him? would you ſpit inthe face of 
your - own father, if you ſaw 
others do ſo ? God warned you, 


that you ſhould not follow a mul- 
| titude 
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titude to do evil, Exod.23..2. And 


o 
. 


if yet you will ao as moſt do, you” 


muſt even ſpeed as moſt ſpeed, You 
ſhould not ſo much conſider, who 
they be, as what theydo, and 
whether they go, and who they 
forſake, and what they loſe, and 
what ſtrength is in the Reaſons 
that move them to do this. And 
then you would finde , it 15 God 
they torſake, it _ they chooſe, 
it is heaven they loſe, it is he/{ they 


run into, and it isno true reaſon, 


but Sarans deluſion, and ſenſual 
inclinations that lead them to ir. 
And ſhould men he imitated , be 
they many or be they few, in ſuch 
a courle as this ? 
The twelfth Excuſe. 7 ſaw /o 
many faults in thoſe that were ac- 
counted godly , and ſaw ſo much 
Divifion among them, that 1 
thought they Were as bad as others ; 
and among ſo many opinions, 1khnew 
net what Religion to be of. 


Anſw. 
4:8 


% 
! 
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Anſw. 1. Aſpot is ſooneſt ſeen 


in the faireft cloth, And the ma» 
licious world uſeth to make ſuch 
far worſe than they are. 

2. But ſuppoſe all were true 


thac malice faith of ſome, you 


could not ſay the like by 0- 
thers, 

3. Or if you could, yet it was 
Gods Law , and not mens faults, 
that was made the Rule for you 
to live by : Will it excuſe youthat 
others are bad ? 

4. And for their divers opini- 
ons, you ſhould have taken coun- 
ſel at Gods word, which wasright. 
Did you firſt ſearch the Scripture 
impartially, as willing to know the 
Truth, that you might obey it ? 
and did you pray daily that God 
would'lead you into the Truth? 
and did you obey as much as you 
knew? Did you joyn with the 


godly ſo far as they are all agreed? | | 


They are all agreed in the Fun- 
damental 


(121) 
damental Articles of Chriſtianity, 
and in all things abſolutely necet- 
| fary to a holy Life , and to falva- 
tion : that all known fin is. 
tobe forſaken, and all known du- 
ty to be done, Why did youlflat 
I ſo far then agree with nn 
| Alas, the' imperfe@ions of the 
godly, and the falſe Accuſations 
of the malicious world, will prove 
but a poor cover for your wilful 
ungodlineſs , and Chrift will con- 
| vince. you of rhe vanity of theſc 
Excuſes. 

The thirteenth Excuſe. The 
Scriptures were ſo darkthat Tcould 
not underſtand them. And 7 ſaw 
the wiſeſk men differ ſo much in the 
expoſition of them , that 1 thought 
it was in vain for me to trouble my 
ſelf about them. If God Would have 
| had ws live accordjug to the Scrip- 
W tures, he World ſure have writtea 

them plainly,that metyight under- 
ſtand them.” wy 


G Anſw, 
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Anſw. 1: 1tis all plainly written 
according tothe nature of the 
ſubje& : - But a. prejudiced , dif. 
affected, yea or but untaught, diſ- 
aſed ſoul cannot at firſt under. 
tand. the plaineſt Teaching. The | 
- paſt Greek or Hebrew Gram. | 
mar-that can be written, wil be 
utterly obſcure to him that is but 
nzwly entred the Engliſh School : 
yea after many years time that he 
ſpends 1n Learning. Did you ſtu- 
dy hard, and pray fot Gods 
feaching , and enquire of others, 
and wait patiently in Chriſts 
School, that you might come to 
ſurther knowledge by degrees ? 
and were you willing to know, 
even thoſe Truths that called you 
out 10 ſelf-denial , and that did 
put you on the hardeſt fleſh-diſ- 
pleaſing-duties? Had you done 
thus, you would have admired the 
Light of th@Holy Scripture , and 
now haye rejoyced thar ever joy 

| aw 


ee, WR 
w them, and not haye quarrelled 
its ſeeming Darkneſs. This word 
ight have made you ue to ſal- 
1tion,as it hath done others, A. 
0.32.2 Tim. 3.15, 16, 17. This 
aw of the Lora 1s perfe(t , con- 
erting the ſoul ; the Teſtimony of 
e Lord ts ſure , making wiſe the 
mple. The Statutes f the Lord 
$re Right, Rejoycing the beart : 
he Commandment of the Lord is 
ure, enlightning the eyes, Pſal. 19. 
| '2. So much as is of Neceſlity 
to ſalvation, is as plain as you 
ould defire: Yet if you be 
udged by theſe , you will be con- 
iemned : For. you did not obey 
What which was moſt plain. What 
WMlarkneſs isin ſuch words as theſe , 
Except ye Repent , ye ſhall All pe- 
riſb, Luk. 13.3, 5. Love not the 
vorla, nor the things in the world . 
f any man love the World, the luve 

Wor the Father # not in him, 1 John 
v3 2.15, 
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2.15. He that will come after my, 


let him deny himſelf, &c. Marth 
T6. 24, 
3, If there had been nothing that 
ſeemed difficult ro-you, would you 
not have deſpiſed its ſimplicity, 
and bave thought your ſelves wiſe 
enough at the firſtReading , and 
needed no more? | 
The fourteenth Excuſe. Ther: 
were ſo many ſeeming Contraditti. 
ons in the Scripture , and ſo man) 


"| 


ſtrange improbable things , thar | 
conld not believe it, | 


Anſw. The contradictions 


were in your fancy , thar did not 


underſtand the word which you 
read, Muſt the raw unexperien- 
ced Learned deſpiſe his book or 
Teacher , asoft as in his ignorance 
he thinks he meets with contra- 
ditions ? Did you think God 
was: no wiſer than you , and un* 
derſtood not himſelf, becauſe you 
underſtood im not ? Nor could 

6 recon- 


(125) 
reconcile his own words, becauſe 
ou could not reconcile them ? - 
You would needs be a Judge of 
the Law, inftead of obeying it, and 
ſpeak evil of it ,, rather then doir, 
7am. 4.11, CT, 
2. And thoſe thingswhich you | 
called improbable in the word, 
were the wonders of God, of pur... 
| poſe to confirm it. It it. had not 
been confirmed by wonders, you 
would have thought it unproved : 
| and yet now it is ſo confirmed , 
you will not believe the Doctrine, . 
becauſe rhe witneſs ſeems incre- - 
dible. And thatis., becauſe they 
are matters above the power of 
man : As if they were therefore 
above the power of God: You- 
ſhall at laſt have your eyes ſo-far 
opened, as to ſee thoſe ſeeming 
contradictions reconciled, and the 
| certainty of thoſe things which 
you accounted: Improbable : that 
you may be forcedito confeſs the 
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ts... 

folly of your Arrogancy and Un- 
belief: and then God will ]udge 
you in righteouſneſs , who pre-| 
tumed unrighteouſly to judge him 
and his word. 

The fifteenth Excuſe. It ſeemed 
fo unlikely a thing to me , that the 
merciful God ſhould damn moſt of i 
_ the World to everlaſting fire, that [ 
could ot believe it, | 
* nſw. 1. And did it not ſeem as 
unlikely to you, that his word 
ſhould be falle ? 

2. Should it not have ſeemed as 
unhkely chat the Governour of the I 
world ſhould be unjuſt, and ſuffer | 
his Laws to beunexecuted,and the 
worſt to ſpeed as well as the beſt? 
and to ſuffr yile ſinful duſt to de- 
ipife his mercy, and abuſe his 
patience,and turn all his Creatures 
_ againſt him , without due puniſh- 
ment? | 


3. Did you not feel painand mi- 
ſery begin in this life ® 


4. You 


"A" "IP 
4. You ſaw Toads and Serpents 
which had never finned : And you 
would rather live in any tolerable 
ſuffering,then to be a Toad. Andis 
it not Reaſon that it ſhould go 
worſe with contemptuous ſinners, 
then with thoſe creatures that ne- 
ver ſinned? _ rs 
5. Could you expect that thoſe _ 
ſhould come to. heaven, that 
would not beheye there was ſuch 
a ſtate, but refuſed it? and prefer. 
red the world before it? And to be 
out of heaven, is to be out of all 
Happineſs; and he that is ſo out of 
all happineſs, and knows that he 
loſt it by his own folly, muſt needs 
Torment himfelf with ſuch Conſt- 
derations , were there no other 
Torments: And as man is capable 
of greater felicity than bruits', ſo 
mult he needs be capable of more 
miſery, a es 
The - ſixteenth Excuſe, The 
things which God promiſed in hea- 


G ven, 


\ 
- 
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ven, aud threatned in Hell, were all 
out of my ſight, and therefore ] 
could not heartily believe them. 
Had I but once ſeen them, or ſpoke 
with one that had ſeen them, 1 | 
ſhould have been ſatisfied, and have | 
contemned the things of the 
world, _ 
Anſw. Will you not believe 
_ till you ſee or feel ? was not (Gods 
word ſufficient Evidence ? would 
you have believed one from the 
dead that had told you he had 
ſeen ſuch things? and would you 
not believe Stephen that faw 
them, A4.7.56. Or Paul that 
heard and ſaw them , 2 Cor, 12. 
3,4, Nor Chriſt that came pur- 
poſely from - heaven to reveal 
them ? why fleſh and blood can- 
not ſee them. You ſee nat God: 
will you not therefore Believe 
that there is a Gode Indeed, 
whatever you imagine , if you 
would not Believe Jofes.and the 
Prophets, 
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Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
neither would you have beleived 
though one had riſen from the 
dead. For Gods word is more 
credible then a dead mans : and 
Chriſt did riſe from the dead to - 
atteſt it; Bleſſed: are rhey that 
haye not ſeen, and yet believed. 
Noah ſaw no rain when he was 
preparing the Ark ;, but. becauſe 
hz believed , he made ready.and 
eſcaped, Heb. 11.7. when the 
world that would not Believe, did 
periſh. But- ſecing Gods word 
was of no more'weight with you, 
and no knowledge would ferve 
your turn, but by ſeeing andfee/-. 
;ng, you ſhall ſe and feel everlaſt- 
ingly to your ſorrow. . - | 
 Theſeventeenth. Excuſe, 77 was - 
ſo ftrift a Law that God Would have 
Ruled me by , andthe way to Hea- 
ven was ſo ftrast and aifficalt , that 
1 conld'net endure it. Iwas not able 
to aeny my fleſh, and live ſucha life. 
| ny”, TFT 
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 Aoſw. 1. You were not Able, 
becauſe you were not Willisg. 
What was there but your own 
wicked hearts that ſhould make 
ſuch a life ſeem grievous to you? 
Every thing is bard and grievous 
to him who loaths it , and whoſe 
heart is againſt it, The chief thing 
that God called you to, was to 
Love him, and make him your 
Delight, And are Love and De- 
I:ght fuch grievous things? It was 
not g&rievous to you to love your 
mear, or drink, or money ; 1c was 
no hard matter for you to lovea 
friend that loyed-you : no nor to 
Toye your fin, which was your ene- 
my : And: what ſhould make tt 
ſeem hard to Love God, but a 
wicked heart? Is not he Better, 
and more Lovely then all theſe ? 
And had you but Loved him, al! 
the reſt of his ſervice would have 

ſeemed eafie to you. To think of I 
him, to ſpeak of him, to pray to 
bim, 
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him, to praiſe him , yea, to deny 
all and ſuffer for bim, would have 
been ſweet and pleaſant to you, 
ſo far as you had Loved him. It 
was not God therefore, but your 
own. naughty hearts, that made 
hiswork feem grievous to you, and 
the way to heaven ſeem hard. He 
told you truly , that his yoak was 
eaſie, and his burden light, and 
his - Commandments were not 
grievous, Mat,11.29.1 7oh.F5.3. 
They that tryed rhem, found them 
the very Joy and Delight of their 
eng and why could not you do 
2. But what if the way to hea- 
ven had been harder then it was ? 
was not heaven worth your labor ? 
were you affraid of being a loſer 
by it? Could not God requite 
your fabour or ſufferings? Do 
any- Repent when they come to 
Heaven, that tt coſt them fo d:ar 
to come thither 2 And is nor hell 
- worle 
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worl. cen ie hardeſt way to hea- - 


ven? 1c-1ug you have choſen hell 
to ſave-you a labour and ſuffering 
in this kfe, you mult have your 
choice. And ſeeing you thought 
not everlaſting life to be worth ſo 
much as God required, that.is, the 
Accepting thankfully , and mind- 
ing, and ſeeking, and preferring it 
before this life, you have none to 
blame for the loſs of. it bur your 


ſelyes. 


The eighteenth Excuſe: It was 


God that made me of a ſenſual nu- 
rare: be gave me an 'Apperite to 


Ateat , and Drink , and Eaſe, and 
Luſt, He gave me that fleſh which 
ruled me: How then can he con- 
dem me , for living accoraing 


to the nature which he gave 
me £ 


Anſw. He pave that Appetite 
q moderately under 

the rule of reaſon, for the preſer- 
vation and propagation..of mf 
ir.d, 
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kind. But did not healſo give you 
Reaſon to govern that Ap etite? 
and the Revelation of his will 
to guide that Reaſon? He gave 
you your fleſh, to.bea ſervang, 
and nota Maſter. Your beaſt bath 
fleſhly Appetite without reaſon , 
and therefore God hath put him 
under you, who have Realon, that 

on would Rule him. Will you 
our beaſt do what be1liſt, and 
=p run upon whom he lift, and 

ſay, Te lo bur ler him liveac- 
cording to. hisnature, which God 
hath given bim ? Why God that 
ave hum ſuch a-nature, did integd 
Fm ro. be Ruled by athigher na- 
ture ,. even by.the Reaſon.-which 
he gave to you: And fo - did 
alfoby your fleſh, and ſenſual Ap- 

petite. 

- The nineteenth. Excuſe. But. 
lived among ſo many baits, nz 
enticed thu fleſh, that I could- nit 
reſiſt them. My meat was 4 ſnare 
to 
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to me, my drink a ſnare, my cloaths, 
my houſe, my land a ſnare, every 
beauty that I ſaw was a (nave: and 
the better all theſe were, the ſtronger 
was my ſnare. If God would not 
hawe' had my heart enſnared 'and 
drawn from him, he ſhould not have 
put ſo many baits in my way. Yea 
ana they were ſo Neer to me, and 
Daily with me , that though I was 
"reſolved ta forbear chew-befip , Jet 
when they were brought to my-hand, 
Teonld not forbear, . 

 A»{w. Is this the "thanks that 
God hath for his mercies ? He 
fent you' all' theſe as fayours from 
his own: hand: He wrote his own 
name upon them , that-in them 
you miShe ſee his power, and wif- 
dom, and goodneſs, and ſo be led 
u? to the Conſideration of him , 
"that. you- might fall in love with 
himfelf, who was the fountain, the 
life; the end of-all, And do you 
Av) F-" QV\cEr- 


(135) 


overlook God in the creature, and 
live as without himin the world,, 
and dote uponthat which ſhoutd 
have drawn you to himſelf, and 
then lay the blame on God ? If he 
{end a Suiter to ſpeak to you in 
his name, and write you a Love- 
Letter with his own hand, will you 
fall in Loye with the Meſlehger , 
or the Letter , and neglect the 
Sender , and thenÞblame him that 
wrgge his Letter on ſo faira paper, 
or in ſo neat ahand , or that ſent 
1t by ſuch a comely Meſſenger ? 
Certainly , theſe Excuſes are too 
croſs to take with the wiſe and 
righteous God, or to ſeem ſuffici- 
ent to a well-informed Conſcr- 

ence. OE be | 
2. And whereas you ſpeak' of 
the power of theſe objeRts ; was 
there not miuch more im God ,if 
Chriſt, in the promiſed glory ,"to 
have drawn' your heart another 
way ? why then did not theſe take 
as 
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as much with you as the other ? 
You could not chooſe, forſooth , 
but be enticed with ſuch baits as 
were fitted to your ſenſual Appe- 
tite, and ſuch things asa dog or a 
iwine .may enjoy as well as a man: 
But you coul th when Chriſt 
and glory were offered you.: yea 
you did chooſe to refuſe the offer, 
and tread them under feet by your 
neglet! When (Satan ſet you 
Cnps, andyour barlots, and,your 
profits before yon, on oneFde 

did not God ſet his favour and 
everlaſting happineſs onthe other 
ſide?And was tt wiſe or equal deal- 


ing to prefer your luſt before that 
ENT 


3. Moreover, it was not in the 
power of any of thoſe baits to 
force your will , or to neceſſitate 
you to chooſe them : They could 


be but baits to entice you , 'and.jt 


was ſtill in your own choice, -whe- 
ther you would yeild to, the en- 
_ ricement, 


| 
| 


(189) 

ticement, and chooſe them or not. 
Shall. every man befalſe to God, 
that hath. any , bait: to entice him 
from him.? will: you- excuſe. your 
chiſd or friend, if he would be falſe 
ro-You, Upon as great enticements 
as theſe ?-If a cup of drink ,or a 
whore, or a little gain could draw 


| him, more. than all yourJloveand 
| intereſt, Ido not think you would 


hold him excuſed. ; 

4. And whereas you ſpeak of 
the N eerueſs and Coutingance wt 
theſe allurements; .1 would fain 
know , wasnot God as Near you, 
and Continaally near you, to draw 
you to himſelt ? Faith might have 
ſeen him, chough fleſh and blood 
cannot. Did he not ſtand by you 
when you were in your cups, an 
luſtful Pleaſures ? Did he not-tell 
you of the danger , and offer. 
you far .better things, if you 
would obey him, and deſpiſe thoſe 
baits? But you would hearken co 
none 


v 
1 
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(C1407 
none of this ; You ſhould have re- 
membred that he ſtood over you, 
and was looking on you; and you 
ſhould have ſaid as Foſeph, Gen. 
39.9. How can ] av thu great wic- 
keaneſs, and ſin againſt God ? You 
had alſo Scripture-neer you, and 
Reaſon neer you, and Conſcience 
neer 'you, as well as the bait was 
_neer.' you. And therefore this is a 
vain Excuſe. 

The twentieth Excuſe. It Was 
God that let looſe the DeviltoTemps 
me; and he was too Virvinn for me 
to aral with : and therefore what 
wonder if 1 ſinned, and were over- 
come? 

Anſw. 1. He did not let looſe 
the Devil to conffrain you to ſin. 
He could but exrice, and you 
might chooſe whether you would 
yield. The Devil could neither 
make you fin againſt your will. 
nor yet Neceflitate you to be 
Willing. FR 


2. You 
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2. You were a ſure friend to 
Chriſt that while, that would for- - 
ſake him as oft as you were tem- 
pted by the Devil. Is ghat a friend 
or a ſervant worthy to be regard- 
ed, that will diſobey you, or be- 
tray you, as oft as heis tempted to | 
tt? 


3. Will you excuſe your ſer- 
vant, if heleave your work un- 
done, and follow cards, or dice, or 
the Ale-houſe, and-fay, I was 
tempted to it. by one that was 


cunninger then] * ſhall every. Mur- 
derer or thief eſcape hahging , 
becauſe the Devil was too'cun- 
ning for him 1n his Temprations e 
would you have the Jury or the 
Judge to take this for a goodex- 
cuſle? 

4. And why did you not hear- 
ken to God that enticed you the 
other way? You forget what: 
helps he afforded you to diſco- 
ver the wiles of Satan, and'to 

vanquiſh . 


A. 
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yanquifh the Temptation ? He 
zold you it was an enemy that 
tempted you: and would you 
hearken to an enemy? He old 
you it wa8a dream, a ſhadow, a 
painted pleaſure, a - car- 
kaſs , a lying promiſe, and deceit- 
full vanity by which you were 
tempted: And yet would you 
regard it before your God? He 
told you that it was your God , 
your Sayiour , your hopes , your 
everlaſting happineſs that the 
Tempter would beguile you of: 
And yet would you be beguiled ? 
He told you, and plainly, and ot- 
ten told you , that the Tempter 
would lead you to eternal fire, 
and undo you everlaſtingly be- 
fore you were aware: and that a 
fatal hook was covered with that 
bait: And yet would you ſwal- 
low it ? 
5. It is plain by all this, that 
it was .not your natural mm 
0 


Pe” 
of faculties that caufed you to be' 
overcome by the ſubtilties of the 
Devil, as afilly child is deceived 
by a crafty fellow that over-wits 
him. But it was your careleſnefs, 
inconſiderateneſs, your ſenſual in- 
clinations, and vicious diſpoſition, 
that drew you toa Wwiltul obeying 
ofthe tempter, and rejecting the 
wholeſom advice of Chriſt. This 
therefore is a frivolous Excuſe of 
your ſin, 
The one and ewentieth'Excuſe, 
But I hope you will not ſay that all 
men have Free Will! And if my 
will were not free, how could Ichooſe 
but ſin? T0 
Anſw. Your will was not 
free trom Gods Rute and Go- 
vernment , nor was It free from 
its natural inclination to good in 
feneral . for either of theſe were 
more properly ſlavery. 3. Nor 
was it free from the Influence of 
a dark underſtanding. 4. Nor free 
from 
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from its. own contraRed vitious in- 
clination. 5. Nor freed-from the 
Temptations of the fleſh, the world 
and-the Devil. 

But it was 1. Free from any na- 
tural Determination to evil, or to 
any thing that was doubtful. 
2. And free from the Coaction 
or Violence of any, 3. And free 
from an irreſiſtible Determina- 
tion of any exteriour cauſe, at leaſt 
ordinarily. So that naturally, as 
men, you have the power or fa- 
culty of determining your own 
wills, and by your wills, of Ruling 
your inferiour Faculties in a great 
meaſure, yea, of Ruling the ſen- 
ſes and the Phantaſee it ſelf , which 
doth ſo much to diſpoſe of our 
Underſianding. And if your wills 
which are naturally free, are yet 
ſo habitually vitzous, that they en- 
cline you to do evil, that is nor 
an excuſe., but an aggravation of 
your fin. Bur of this more, under 
the next, The 
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The:two andtwentieth Excuſe. 
But 1 have no Power of my ſelf to 
ds any thing that 1s gooa: What can 
the creature ao ? without Chriſt 
we can dy nothing. It 1 Goa that 
muſt give me APY, or I can have 
none : and if he had given it me, [ 
had not been an Unbeliever or Im- 
penitent. ] can no more Believe of my 
ſelf than 1 can fulfil the Law of my 
(elf. ook 
PE 7, Theſe are the vain 
Cavils of learned folly , which 
God will eaſily anſwerin a word. 
The word [ Power ] istaken in ſe- 
veral ſenſes, Sometime, and moſt 
commonly and fitly, for a faculty 
or ſtrength by which a man Can 
do his duty, if he Will. This Phy- 
fical Power you have, and the 
worlt of ſinners have, while they 
are men on earth, Were they 
Actually wiliing , they might Ac- 
ceptably perform ſincere obedi- - 
ence; And were they Diſpoſitive- 


ly 


oo TR 8 
ly wilting, they might Actually 

Believe and will. And thus the 
ngodly A have Power to Be- 

Ives n 

* 2: Sortierime the word [Power] 

is taken for Aurhority, or Leave. 


for legal or' civil Power: * And 


thus you have all not only Power 
or Liberty to Believe ; bur alſo 
a Command, which makes'it your 
Duty, and a Threatning adjoyn- 


ed, which will condemn you if you | 


, 


do not. er Oh 
_ 3. Sometimerthe word [Power] 

is taken Ethically and leſsproper- 
ly, for a Diſpoſition, Inclination, 
Habit, or Freedom from the con- 


in this ſenſe its' true, that none 
but the effectually called have a 
Power to Believe. But then ob- 
fſerye, 1. That this is but a, moral 
leſs proper, and not a Phyſical 
proper Impotency: Afgd there- 
fore Auſtin chuſeth rather to {a 

that 


Ty habir or diſpoſition. And 
of 
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that all men have powey to be- 
fieve , but all have nota Wil, or 
Faith it ſelf, becauſe, we uſe to 
difference Power from willingneſs, 
and willingneſs aQuateth the Pow- 
er which we had before. ' And 
therefore our Divines chooſe ra- 
ther to.call Grace a Habit , when 
they ſpeak exaQly, than a Power ; 
| and Dr. Twiſs derides.the Armi- 
nians for talking of a_Pawer ſub- 
| jeRed in a Power, 2. Note that 
I this Impotency is bur, the ſame 

| thing with - your unwillingneſs 
K and wilful blindnefs., in another 
word, 3, Note that, this, Impo- 

W tcacy is ſong; of qr ſelves-as' to, 
the. Original, and much: more as. 
to the not-curing and: removing 
of it, Hath God given;you no. 
| means. towards the cure of this. 
difability., which you have neg- 
Tbected?- 4. Note that this Impo- 
tency is no juft excuſe., but, an, 
Agerayation of your fin, If you 
I . _ _ 
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were Wiling to be the ſervant of 
Chriſt, and yet were not Able, 
either becauſe he would not ac- 
cept you, or becauſe of a want of | 
natural taculties, or becauſe, of | 
ſome orher natural. difficulty 
which the willizgeſt mind could: 
not overcome, this were ſome Ex- 
cuſe : But ro be Habitually wil- 
ful in refuſing Grace, is worſe than 
to be meerly Actually unwilling, 
If a man have ſo accuſtomed. him- 
ſelf to mnrder, drunkenneſs, | 
| Kealinp , or the like wickedneſs, 
ſo far that he cannot leave it , will 
you therefore forgive him , or will 
any Judge or as hold him ex- 
 cuſed? Or rather 'think him the 
more-unfit for mercy? 5. Note 
alſo that the want of a fuperna- 
tural Habit, no nor the preſence 
. of the contrary Habit , do not 
Efficiently. determine the will to 
Particular aRts: much lefs take | 
away its natural Freedom, 6, anc 
we that 
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chat till Habits attain an utter pre- 
W dominancy , (atleaſt) there isa 

8 Power remaining in the will to re- 
Wl ft them , and uſe means againſt 
C chem, Though Eventually the per- 
verſe Inclination- may hinder the 
_ uſeof it. | 
The three and twentieth Ex- 
| cuſe. 7 have heard from learned 
| men, that God doth determine all 
Ations Natural and free , as the 
firſt efficient Phyſical Immeaiate 
Cauſe , or elſe nothing could Af. 
And then it was not long of me 
that I choſe forbidden Objebts ; but 
of him - that irreſ;ſtibly moved 
me thereto, and whoſe Tnframine F4 
WAS. | 
| JArnſw.This is a trick of that wiſ- 
dom which is. fooliſhneſs with 
God, and to be deceived by vain 
PRIGIIT.- in fo; 

1. The very principle it ſelfis_ 
| moſt likely ro be falſe, and thoſe 
that tell you this, do err. Much , 


W— 
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- more, I think, may be ſaid againſt 
it than for it, — 
2. Iam ſure it is either falſe, or 
reconcileable with Gods holineſs, I 
and mans liberty and culpability, 
ſo that its a mad thing to deceive 
your ſelves with ſuch Philoſophi- 
cal uncertainties , when the Truth 
_ which you oppoſe by itis infalli- 
bly certain. That God 1s not the 
Author of fin , but man himſelf, 
who 15)uſtly condemned forit , is 
undoubtedly true; and would 
you obſcure ſo clear a Truth, by 
ſearching into points beyond hu- 
mane reach, if not unſound, as you 
conclude them ? 
The four and twentieth Ex- | 
cuſe. Bnt at leaft , thoſe learned 
Divines among us that doubt of 
this, do yet ſay that the will 15 nece(- 
farily and infallibly Determined by 
the Prattical Unlerſanding , and 
that 1s as much unreſiſtibly neceſſi* 
tated by Objeltts ; and a wh 
40 HT Ban What* 
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whatever af was done by my un* 
WL er ſtanding or will, was thus ne- 
Y ce/ſitatcd , and 1 could not help it. 
8 They ſay, Liberty ts but the Atting 
of the faculty agreeably to its na- 
ture: And it was God as Creator 
Wh that gave Adam his faculties : and 

8 God by providential diſpoſe , that 

| preſented all Objefts to him, by 
which his underſtanding, and fo 
his wall were «9884's neceſſi- 
tated. 
Anſw. This is of the ſame na- 
ture with the former , uncertain , 
if not certainly falſe. Were this 
true , for ought we can ſee, it 
would lay all the fin and miſery 
of the world on God, as the un- 
reſiſtible neceſſitating - Cauſe ; 
which becauſe we know Infallibly 
| t0 be falſe, we have no reaſon to 
take fuch principles to be true, 
which inferir. The underitanding 
doth not by a neceſſary efficiency 
Determine the will, but morally ; 
H3 | or - 
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or rather is regularly a Condjtion 
or neceſſary Antecedent, without if 
which it may nor Determine it 
ſe{f. Yea the will by commanding 
the ſenſe and phantaſie , doth 
much to determine the underſtan. 
ding. As the eye is not neceſſary to 
my g9:zg, but to my gozng right, lo 
Woe the Underftandinge Grid. 
ance neceſſary to my willing (there 
the ſimple Apprehenſion may ſuf- 
fice |) but to my Right Willing 
There'are other wayes of Deter- 
mining the will. Or 1f+the Under- 
ſtanding did Detrmine the will 
Efficiently and Necefſlarily,it 15not 
every act ofthe underſtanding that 
muſt do it. If it be ſo when it faith, 
This «ff be done, and faith it im- 
 Portunartely , yet not when it only 
ſaith, This may be done, or you 
may venture on it : which is the 
commor part which it hath in fin. 

I am not pleaſed that theſe cu- 
rious Objections fall in the way, 
nOF 


">. ONT 
nor doT delight ro put them into 
| vulgar heads; but findmg many 
| yong Scholars and . others that' 


MW have converſed with them, aſſaul- 


| ted with. theſe. Temptations, I 
thought meet.to give a touch, and 
but a touch, to take them our of 
| their way; As Mr. Fexxer hath done. 
| more fully in the Preface to his 
Hidden Manna, on this laſt point, 
i: which I refer. you. I only add 
this , 

The will of man. in its: very 
Dominion doth bear Gods 
Image. It is a felf-Determining 
Power, though it be byaſſed by 
Habits, and needs a Gaide, As the 
Heart and Vital Spirits by which 
it ateth, are to the reſt of the . 
 Fody,; fo :1s 7 to the ſou}. The. 
Light of Nature hath taught all 
the world to carry the Guilt of 
every crime to the will of man, 
and there to.leave it ; Upon this 
all. Laws and Judgements are 


H4 grounded. 
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grounded, From Ignorance and 
IntelleQual weakneſs, men com- 
monly fetch Excuſcs for their 
faults, but from the Wi/ theyare 
Aggravated. If we think it ſtrange 
that mans will ſhould be the firſt 
cauſe, ſo much as of a ſinful mode, 
and cannot anſwer all occurring 
Objettions, it may ſuffice that 
we are certain the Holy Majelty 
is not the Author of fin, and he 
15-able to make. all this as plainas 
the Sun, and eaſily anſwer all 

theſe vain Excuſes, though we 
ſhould be unable. And if we be 
much ignorant of the frame and 
motions of our own ſouls, and e- 
ſpecially of that high ſelf determi- 
ning ' principle , Free Will, the 
great ſpring of our Actions, and 
the curious Engine by which God 
doth FSapientialy Govern the 
world, it is no wonder ; Confider- 
ing that the ſoul can know it ſelf 
bur by reflection, and God gave 


Us 
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us& ſoul to ſe, rather than to 
know it ſelf; and to know its qua- 
lities and operations, rather than 
its Effence. pd 

The five and twentieth Excuſe. 
No man can be ſaved, nor avoid any 
fin , nor belitve4n Chriſt, but thoſe 
whom God hath predeftinated there* 
to. 1 was ander an irreverſible Stn- 
rence before Twas ruined, 

I as nothing but what I was preatſt4- 
nated to do; andif God decreed not to 
ſave me, how conld 1 helpit.. 
Anſw-'1, Gods Judgements 
are more plain, but his. Decrees 
or ſecret purpoſes are myſterious, 
And to darken certainties, by ha- 
ving recourſe to points obſcure,” 
is no part of Chriſtian wiſdom. 
God told. you your 'Duty in his 
word, and-on what terms. you 
muſt be Judged to Life or Dearth ; 
Hither-ſhould you have reconrfe . 
tor direQion , and not tothe un- . 
learchable myſteries of. his min. 
5,8 2. Cod 


_ 2, -God decreeth not.to Con- 
demn any butfor fin. Sin, I fay, 
as.the cauſe of that Condemna.. 
tion, though not of. his De- 
cree. . - 
3. Gods Decrees are aftsIm- 
manent in himſelf, and make no 
change. on- you, and therefore do 
not neceſlitate you to fin, any 
more then his. fore-knowledge 
doth, For both cauſe only a neceſ- 
firty of Conſequence, which, is 
Logical, as the Divines on both _ 
ſides do Confeſs. And therefore 
this no more cauſed you to fin, 
then iftHere had þeen no ſuch De- 
cree. And its a doubt whether that 
Decree be not negative ; A willing 
ſuſpending of the Divne will,as to 
evil; orat moſt, A purpoſe to per- 
mit it. , | : 

The: fix and twentieth Excuſe. 
Tf it be no more, yet, doth it make 
my fperaition unavoidable, For 
even Gods foreknowleage avth ſo, 

| For 
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For if | he foreknow it , all the 
world cannot hinaer it from coming 
to paſs. ge 

Anſw.' Muſt God either be ig- 
| norant of what you will do, or elſe 
be the cauſe of it ? If yon foreknow 
that the Sun will riſe to morrow , 
that doth not cauſeit-to riſe.]f you 
foreknow that one man will mur- 
der another, you are not the cauſe 
of.it, by foreknowing it, SO 1s it 
here. - 

The; ſeven and twentieth Ex- 
cuſe. God might have hindred my 
Sin - and - Damnation if he 
would. X 

Anſw.-And will you wilfully' 
ſin, and think ro ſcape, becaufe 
God: doth not hinder you? Fhe 
Prince that makes a Law againſt 
murder, could- lock you up,, and: 
keep you- from being a murderer. 
But are you excufable if he'do 
not? We are certain that God 
could bave hindred all the fin, and 
; | death, 
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_ death, and confuſion, and miſery, 
that is in the world :\ And we are 
as* certain that he doth not hin. 
der it,( but by forhiding-it , and 
Siving men means againſt it) : 
And weare certain that he is juſt, 
and Good, and Wiſe inall: and 
not bound to. hinder it : And 
what his Reaſons are, you may 
better know .hereafter : In ;the 
mean time, you had been better 
have looked to your own Du- 
tY. | 

” The eight and twentieth Ex- 

cuſe. How caghd 1 be ſaved,if. Chriſt 
aid not aye for me ? He dyed but for 
his Eleft : and none could be ſaved 
without his Death. 

Anſw. He did dye for you, 
and for more than his Ele&, 
though he Abſojutely. purpoſed 
only their ſalvation. Your fins cru- 
cified him, and your debt lay up- 
on him, and |. e ſo far ranſomed 
you, that not!1;ng but your wilful 

ans retuſa! 
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refuſal of the benefits could have 
condemned you. 

The nine and twentieth Excuſe, 
It was Adams. fpn that brought me 
into this Depraveaneſs of will , 
which I can neither cure, nor could 
prevent. 


An(w.1.1f Adam caſt away his 
holineſs, he could no more con- 
vey that to us which hecaſt away, 
thena noble man that isa Trayror, 
can convey his loſt Inheritance or. 
Honors to his ſon. 

2. You periſh not only for - 
your : Original fin, but for RejeRt- 
ing the Recoyering mercy of the 
Redeemer : you might: have had + 
Chriſt and Life in him, for the Ac-. - 
cepting. 

The thirtieth Excuſe. God will 
require no, more than he gives. He 
gave me no grace ts Repent and Be- 
lieve,ana without his gift 1contd wor | 
have it. ; 
Anſw,. 1, God will juſtly re- 

- quire 
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quire more than he giveth ;-that 
1s, The improvement ofhhis gifts, 
as Mar. 25. ſhews. He gave Adam 
| buta Power toperſever; and not 
Attnal perſeverance: Yer did he. 
juſtly puniſh, him for want of the 
AR; even for not uſingby his own - 
will,the-Power which he had given 
him, - --.- Cee Res. 
_ 2, It islong of your ſelf, if God 
did - not. give.you Grace to Be- 
lieve : It: was becauſe you wilful- - 
'ly refuſed ſome. preparatory 
Grace. :Chriſt found you 'ar a 
great diſtance irom .him!, andche 
cave you Grace ſufficient :to hyae 
brought you zearer-to him: than 
you were-; you had grace. ſuffici- 
ent to have made you better than 
you were, and reſtrained many 
fins, and brought you. to the 
means when you turned- your 
back on them : Though this were 
not ſufficient to caule you to Be- 
lieve, it was ſafficieut .to have | 
brought. 
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brought, you »earey t0 Believing ; 
and through your own wilfulnels, 
became -»ot- effeFual:, Even as 
Adam had. ſufficient . grace. to 
have ſtood, which was not effe&#- 
al. So that, you had not: only 
Chriſt offered to you, if you would 
but Accept him ;, but you had dai- 

| ly. and precious. helps and means © 
ro have cured your, wills, and 
cauſed you to Accept. him : for 
negle& -of which, and fo for not - 
believing, and ſo for all your - 
other - fins ,, . you, Juſtly . Pe-.-- 
riſh. . 

The one and thirtieth-Excuſe, 
Alas, man ts as a worm, a ary leaf, 
Job 13.25. « ſilly fooliſhcreat nre : 
and therefore his Attions be not 
regaraable , nor. deſerve ſo great .a 
puniſyment. . 

Anſw. Though he-bea worm , 
and as nothing to God-, and fool- 
iſh by fin, yer is he naturally ſo 
noble a creature , that the Iwage AY 

OI, 1 
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of Gbd. was on him , Gez. 1.26. 
and 5. 1.:Jam. 3.9. and the world 
made his ſervants, and Anpels his 
attendants, Heb. 1, 14:10 noble, 
thar Chriſt dyed for him, God 
takes ſpeical care of. him., He is 
capable of knowing and enjoyirg 
God, and heaven. is not thought 
ro0 good for him if he will obey. 
And he thatis capable of ſo-great 
Good, muſt be capable of as preat 
Evil , and his waies nor to be ſo. 
overlooked by that God that. 
hath undertaken to be his Gover- - 
nor: When it tendeth toInfideli- 
ty., the Devil will teach you to 
Debaſe man, even lower than God . 
would do. 

The two and thirtierh Excuſe. 
Sip 34 no. Being : ana ſhall men be 
damned for that which 1s, n0- 
thing? 
 Anſw. 1. It is ſuch a wodeas - 
deformeth Gods creature, It is a 
moral .Being. It is a Relation of 

- our: 
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our actions and hearts to Gods will 
and Law. | 
2. They that ay, {1n'is nothing, 
ſay Pain and Loſs is nothing too. 
You ſhall therefore be paid with 
one nothing for another,. Make | 
light of your miſery, and- ſay, It 
is nothing , as you ad of your 
hag | OM 
3. Will you take this for a good 
Excuſe from your children or ſer- 
vants, if they abuſe you ? Or from. 
a Thief or murderer? ſhall he. 
eſcape by telling the Judge that 
his ſin was Nothing ? Or rather 
have death, which is nothing,as the | 
juit Reward of it e | 
The three and thirtieth Excuſe. 
But ſin 6 aT rauſient thing. At leaſt 
it deth God no harm , and therefore 
why ſho ld he do us ſo much harm for 
it e 
__ Anſw. 1.1t hurts not God, de- 
cauſe he is above hurt : No thanks 
tO you, if, he be out of your 
reach. 


EC... 
reach, 2. You may Wrong him, 
when you cannot Hxrt him. And 
the wrong deſerves as much as you 
can bear. If a Traytor endeavour 
the death of the Prince, in vain;his 
endeavour deſerves death, though 
he never bart him. You deſpiſe 
Gods Law and Authority : you 
cauſe the Blaſpheming of his 
name, Roy. 2. 24. He calls it, A 
preſling him. as a cartis preſſed 
with ſheaves, Amos 2. I3. anda 
Erieving of him. 

' 3. And you wrong his Image , 
his Church, the publike good,and 
the ſouls of others, 

The four and thirtieth Excuſe. 
But. Gods nature i ſo Good and 
Mercitul that ſure he will not damn 
his own cratures. 

Anſw. 1. A merciful Judge will 
hang a man for a fault againſt man: 
By proportion then, what is due for 
ſin againſt God? 

2. All the death and calamity 

: whici 
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which you ſee in the world, comes 
from the anger of this merciful 
God : why then may not future 
miſery come from it ? 

3. God knoweth his own mer- 
cy better then you do,. and he 
bach told you how far it ſhall ex- 
tend. 

4. He is infinitely merciful , but 
it is to the Heirs of mercy : Not 
to the final RejecRers of his mer- 
cy. 
5. Hath not God been merci- 
ful ro thee, in bearing with thee 
ſo long, and offering thee Grace 
in the blood of Chriſt , till thou 
didſt wilfully reje&t it? Thou wilt 
confeſs to thy everlaſting wo, that 
God was merciful; Had he not 
been ſo merciful, thou wouldit 
not have been ſo miſerable for re- 
jectingir. | 

The five and thirtieth Excuſe.” 
1 would not ſo Torment mine enemy. 


my ſelf. 


E Anſw. 7 
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Anſw. No reaſon you ſhould. 
Isit all one to wrong you, and to. 
wrong the God. of Heaven? 
God is the only Judge of his own 
wrongs. PRES (Ea 
The ſix and thirtieth Excule. 
All men are ſinners , and I was bat 
a ſinner. Pd Ys 

Anſ. All were not impenitent , 
Uabelieving, Rebellions ſinners , 
and therefore all are not unpardo- 
ned condemned ſinners. All did. 
not live after the fleſh, and refuſe - 
to the laſt, to be converted, as you 
did. God will teach you better to 
difference between ſinners and f1n- 
_ ners. 

_ » The ſeven. and thirtieth Ex- 
_ cuſe. But if Chrift have ſatisfied 
for my ſins , and ayed for me , then 
how can 1 juſily ſuffer for the ſame 


ins? will God puniſh one fin 


Anſw. 1. Chriſt ſuffered for 
man in the Nature of man, but 
IW GOL 


LO... AS 
not in your perſon, nor you in 
hinr: It was. not you that provi 
_ ded the price, but God himſelf, 
Chriſt was not mans Delegate in 
 tatisfying; and therefore received 
not tis Inſtructions from us, nor 
did it on our terms, but his own. 
It was not the ſame thing which 
the Law-threatned, that Chriſt un- 
derwent : for that wasthe Dam- 
nation of the ſinner himſelf : and 
not the ſuffering of another for 
him; it cannot therefore be 
yours , but on Chriſts own terms. 
Hedyed for thy ſin, but with this 
intent, that for allthat, ifthou 
Refuſe him , thou ſhalt dye thy 
ſelf. It is therefore no wrong to 
thee to dye, for it was not thou 
that dyedlt before: And Chriſt will 
rake it for no wrong to him : For 
he will Judge thee to that death. 
It is for refuſing a Chriſt that dyed 


tor thee, that rhou muſt periſh for 


CVcr, 
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The eight and thirtieth Ex-_ 
cuſe. But I did not refuſe Chriſt, 
. Thelieved and truſted in him to the 
laſk, and Repented of my ſins, 
though I ſomerrme Was overtaken 
with them. 

Anſw. Had this been Trpe , 
| thy fin would not have condemn- 
ed thee. But there is'no mocking 
God. He will ſhew thee then thy 
naked. heart, and convince thou- 
ſands that thought they Believed 
and Repented , that indeed they 
did not. By thy works alſo will 
this be diſcovered, that is, by the 
main bent and ſcope of-thy life, 
as Matth, 25. thrqughout, and 
Fam. 2. 20 

"The nine and thirtieth Excuſe. 
1 aid many Good Works , and T hope 
God will ſet thoſe againſt my evil 
works. | 
Anſw. Thy good works were 
thy fins, becauſe indeed they were 
not good, being not done in fin- 
cerity 
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cerity of heart for God. The beſt 
mans works have ſome infirmity , 
which nothing can cleanſe but the 
blood of Chrilt , which thou haſt 
raade light of ; and therefore haſt 
no partin, Itall thy life had been 
ſpent 1n pertect works except one 
day, they ſhould not make ſatisfa- 
&on for the ſins of that day ; For 
they are but part of thy Duty. Wo 
ro him that hath no better a Savi- 
our at Judgement , than hs own 
good works. 

The fourtieth Excuſe. 7 /;ved 
11 poverty and miſery on earth, and 
therefore I hope I have had my ſuf- 
fering here, and ſhall not ſuffer in 
this world, and another too. 
| Anſw. 1. BythatRule all poor 

"men, and murderers, and theives, 
that are tormented and hanged , 
ſhould be ſaved. But as Godli- 
neſs hath the promiſe of this life 
and that to come, ſo Impenitency 
and Wickednefs hath the Threat- | 

MW ang. 


EE 
ning: of this life, and that to 
come, nab 
2. The Devils and the damned 
- have ſuffered much more than 
you already: and yet they are 
ever the nearer a deliverance, 
When thou haſt ſuffered ten 
thouſand years, thy pain will be 
never the nearer an end: How 
then can a little miſery on 
_ earth prevent it? Alas poor ſoul, 
theſe are but the foretaſts and be- 
Sinnings of thy ſorrow. Nothing | 
but Pardon through the blood of 
Chriſt could have prevented thy 
Condemnation , and that thoure. 
jetedft by Infidelity and Impeni- 
rency :- His ſuffegings would have 
ſaved thee, if thou hadſt not Re- 
fuſed him : But all_ thine own 
I Becings will yield thee no .Re- 
- So. much for the anſwering of 
the Vain Excuſes which poor ſin- 
ners are ready to make for them- 
2 ſelyes, 


| 
| 
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ſelves. Wherein I have been ſo 
large, as that this part, I confeſs,is 
diſproportionable to the reſt : 
| but it was for theſe -two Rea- 
| ſons, 
| 7, "That poor careleſs ſouls 
| might fee the vanity of ſuch De- 
fences ; and conſider, If ſuch a 

| worm as. I can eaſily ' confute 
# them, how eaſily and how terribly 
| will they be all anſwered by their 
S judge ? Pf 

2, I did it the rather, that 


godly Chriſtans might the better 
underſtand how to deal with 
theſe vain Excuſes when they 
meet with them; which will be 
daily, if they deal with men in this 
/ad Condition, 


Te) 


XK. yy EE have done withthat 
pare of the Judgement 
which tn the exploration 


or tryal of the cauſe: we now come. 


to that which is the Concluſion 
and Confummatiton of all : and 
that is, to ſhew you, What the Sen- 
Zence nad be, and on whom ? 


And for this, we muſt go ſtrait 
to the word of God for our light, 


it being impoſſible for any man to 


to have any particular knowledge 
of it, 1f Chriſt had notthere re- 
vealed it unto us. Indeed almoſt 
all the world do acknowledge a 
life after this, where it ſhall go 
well with the good , and il! with 
the bad. But who ſhall be then 
accounted Righteous, and who 
Unrighteous, and on what terms 
and grounds, by whom they ſhall 
be Judged, andto what Coulition, 
they know not. 


The Sentence in Judgement 
will 


#. , 5 


will be, I. Either on thoſe that 


_ never had means to know Chriſt. 


2. Or on thoſe that had, . 

I. For the former , as it leſs 
concerneth us to enquire of their 
caſe, ſo is it more obſcurely re. 
yealed to us in the Scripture. It 
15 certain that they ſhall be Judg- 
ed accordins to their Uſe of :.Z 
means which they had, Rom. 2. 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15,16, and the 
Talents which they received , 
Mat. 25. But that it ever falleth 
out that he that hath but the Oze 
Talent of natural helps doth im- 
prove itto ſalvation, or that ever 
they who knew rot Chriſt, are 
Juſtiftted and fayed without that 
knowledge ( being at age and uſe 


of reaſon-) I find not in the Scri- 


ptures. I find indeed, that | As 
many as have ſinned without 
Law , ſhall alſo periſh without 
Law: and as many as have fin- 
ned 32 the Law , ſhall de Judged 

__ 'by 
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by the Law, Rom. 2.12, But not 
thatany are Juſtified by the works 
of nature; ſuch as arc here ſaid to 
be without Law. 1 find alſo, that 
[ They have the work of the Law 
written in their hearts, their con- 
ſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and 
their Thoughts the mean while 
Accuſing , or elſe Excuſing one 
another, in the day when God 
ſhall Tudge the ſecrets of men, by 
Jeſus Chriſt, according to the Go- 
ſpel, Rom. 2.15, 16, And I be- 
heveitisa juſt Excuſe , and not 
ah #njuſt which 1s here meant. 
But it will be but an Excſe lo far 
as they were guiltleſs ; and that 
will be but zz tanto, and not z» roto, 
in part only ; and ſo not a ful! 
Juſtification. A heathens con- 
ſcience may excuſe him from thoſe 
fins which he was never guilty of, 
but not fromall. But no more of 
them. 

2. The caſe of thoſe that = 

a 


I, 
[ 
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had the Goſpel, is more plainly 
opened tous in Gods word. Their 
Fentence is opened in many places 


| of Scripture, but moſt fully in 


Matth. 25. whence we will now 
collect ir. 

There we finde that Jeſus 
Chriſt rhe Redeemer, as King of 
the world , ſhall fit in Judgement 
on all men at the laſt; and ſhall 


W iſcparate them one from another , 


asa Shepherd divideth che Sheep 
from the Goats, and ſo ſhall pals 
the tinall Sentence. This Sentence - 
is twofold, according to the diffe- 
rent Condition of them that are 
Judged. To them on the right 
hand , there 1s a Sentence of Ju- 
itification, and Adjudication to 


| everlaſting glory ; To them on 


the left hand, there is a Sentence 


| of comdemnation to everlaſting 
Punifhmenr. 


The Sentence on each of theſe 


| containeth , both the ate which 


13 they 


thar ftate. For as God will not 


ingly befall them , ſo he will ſhew 


them. 


(174) 
they are Judged to, and the rea- 
ſon or cauſe of the Judgement to 


Judge any to Life or Death, with- Þþ 
out juſt cauſe, ſo he will: publiſh | 
this cauſe in his ſentence, as it js 
the manner of Judges to do. If 
you {ay,Chriſt will not uſe a voice : 
Let it fatisfie, that though we 
know not the manner , yet if he 
do it by mental diſcovery, as | 
he ſhews men What ſhall everlaſt- 


them why it ſhall ſo befill 


1. The Sentence on them on 
the Right hand, will contain, 
7. Their Juſtification and Adju- 
dication' to Blefſedneſs , and that 
both as generally denominated, 
and as particularly determinedand 
deſcribed. 2. And the caufe of this 
Judgement. : 

1. In general they ſhall be Pro- i 


nounced Bleſſed, Satan wn c 
have 
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have had them curſed and miſe- 
rable, the Law did curſethem to 
miſery; Many a fearful thought 
hath poſſeſſed their own breafts 
left they ſhould prove at laſt ac- 
_ and miſerable; But now 

hear the contrary ' from their 

All the promiſes in the 
jg eould not "cefoRly. over= 
come thoſe- their fears, all the 
comfortable words of the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel could not per- 
fetly ſubdue them , all che render 
mercies of God in Chriſt did nor 
perfe&ly ſabdue them , But ow | 
they are vanquiſhed all for ever. 
He that once hath heard his Re- 
deemer in Judgement call him 
| Bleſſed, will never fear being Cyr- 
| fed more; For he that Chriſt 
1 ow, ſhall 'be- Bleſſed in- 

ee 


The Deſcription of their Bleſ- 


0- | ſednels followeth, Come inherit the 


| Kingdoms prepared for you from the 
I4. fonnda- 
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foundation of the world. And alſo 
they are: called Bleſſed Of the fa- 
ther, Here is the fountain of their 
Bleſſedneſs., The Father ; and the 
ſtate of their Blefſedneſs inBeing 
the Fathers : For 1 ſuppoſe they 
are called the Bleſſed of the Father, 
both becauſe the Father Bleſfeth 
them ,-that is,, mak2s them Hap- 
py, aad becauſe theſe Bleſſed ones 
'are the Fathers own. And fo 
Chriſt will publiſh ic to the world 
in Judgement, that he came to 
Slorifie the Father, and will pro. 
claim him the principal EMicient 
and Ultimate end of his work of 
Redemption, and the bleſſednels 
of his Saints, and that himſelf 1s 
(as Mediator) the way to the 
Father. It is the Father chat pre- 
pared the Kingdom for them, and 
from the foundation of the world 
prepared it; Both for them as 
choſen ones, and for them as future 
Believers , and Righteous ones. IC 
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is called a Kingdom, . partly in re-: 
ſpe& ro God the King, in whoſe. 
olory we.ſhall partake, in our pla-. 
ces: and partly Metaphorically 
from the Dignity of our condi- 
tion. For ſo itis that our ſelves 
are ſaid to be made- Kings, Rev. 
I. 6, and 5. I. 1 Pet. 2. 9. and 
not that we are properly Kings, 
for then we muſt have ſub- 
jets. who muſt be Governed by 
us. 
Thus we ſee their Bleſſedneſs 
in the Fountain , end and fate of 
Dignity : As to the- Receptiye 
A& on their part, it is: expreſſed 
by two words; one ſignifying 
their firſt entrance on 1t,. Come -- 
the other their Poſſeſſion, Inhe- 
rit; that is, poſlels it as given. 
| by theFather , and Redeemed by 
| the Son, and hopld-it inthis.Te- 
| nure for ever, - \6 

The true Believer was conyinc-- 
| £6. in this life , that indeed there. 
= Was. 
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was no true Bleſſedneſs , but this 
enjoyment, of God in the King- 
dom of heaven, The Lord re- 
vealed this to his heart by his 
Word and Spirit : And therefore 
he contemned the ſeeming Hap- 
pineſs on earth, and laid up for 
himſelf a Treaſure.:in heaven, and 
made him friends with the Mam- 
mon of unrighteouſneſs, and ven- 
tured all his hopes in this Veſlel. 
And »ow he findeth the wiſdom 
of that choice in a rich return, 
God made him ſo wiſe a Mer- 
chant as to fell All for this pearl 
of greateſt price :'-and theretore 
now he ſhall find the gain. As 
there 7; no other true Happineſs 
but God in Glory , ſo there is no- 
thing more ſuitable and welcome 
co the true Believer, O how wel- 
come will the face of that God 
be, whom he loved, whom he 
ſought , whom he longed and wait- 


ed for! How welcome will that 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom be which he lived 'in- 
Hope of | which he-parted wich 
| All for! and ſuffered for, in the 
| fleſh ! How plad will he be to ſee 
the Bleſſed face of his Redeemer , 
who by his manifold Grace hath 
brought him unto this! I leave. 
the believing ſoul to think of it, 
and to - make- it the matter of 
| his Delightful Meditation , Whar 
S an unconceivable Joy in one 
moment , this Sentence of 
Chrift will fill his foul with, Un. 
doubredly it is now quire paſt 
our comprehenſion , though our 
imperfeft fore-thoughts of it 
may well make our lives a conti- 
nual Feaſt. Ee 
| Were it but our Juſtification 
from the Accuſations of Satan , 
who would have us condemned 
ether as fiwners in general, or as. 
| Impenicenc , Unbeheving Rebels ,_ 
8 zgainſt him that Redeemed us, in 
| ſpecial, it would lift up the _ x 


we 
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of the Saints in that day : After 


all the fears of our own hearts. 


and the flanderous Accyfſations 


of Satan and the world , That we 


were either Impenitent Infidels, | 
or Hypocrites, Chriſt will: then 
Juſtife: us , and pronounce us 
Righteous. SQ much for the 
y—_ to which they ate. Judg- 
CU, | | | 
2. The. Reaſon or Cauſe of | 
this Juſtification of the Saints , is 
Siven us, both 1.Tna general de- 
nomination, and 2, Ina particu- | 


far Deſcription. wm In general, 


it is. becauſe they were Righreons , 
as is evident, fat. 25. 46. The 
r10hteons ſhall gounto life Everlaſt- 
ing. And indeed it is the buſineſs 
oj every juſt Judge, to juſtifie the 
righteous., and condemn the un- 
righteous, And %hall not the 
Judge of all the earth judge 
righreouſly? Gen. 18. 25. God 
makes men Righteous, before be 
Jugges 


-. a 
ſudges. them ſo: and Judgeth: 
chem Rightous, becauſe they are 
ſo. Hethat abominateth that man 
who faith to the Righteous', thou 
artwicked , or to the wicked, thou 
art Righteous, who. Juſtifiechthe 
wicked, and Condemneth ' the 

Righteous, will certainly never do 
ſo himſelf. OLNEY 

Indeed he. will Juſtifie them 
that are ſinners ,- bur not- againſt 
the Accuſation that thiy. are ſin» 
ers : but againſt the Accuſation , 


that they are gmilty of Puniſhment 
for fin: bur har is, becauſe he firſt 
made them juſt , and ſo Juſtifiable 
by | pardoning their fin through 
the blood of Chriſt. Dalek: 
And its true alſo , that hewill 
Juftifie thoſe that were wicked, but 
not thoſe that are wicked : But 
Judgement findeth them as Death 
leaveth then ;- and he will not 
take them for wicked , that are 
lanRified and cleanſed of their 
ons former 


.. C18) 
former wickedneſs. So that Chriſt 
will firſt pardon them, before he 
ultihe thi againſt the charpe of 
were fanners m general : and be 
will fit pive men Faith , Repen, 
tance and new Obedience, before 
he will juſtifie them againſt the 
charge of being Impenitent, Inf1- 
dels or Hypocrites , and conſe- 
quently unpariioned , ' and donbly 
guilty of damoation. -This tw6- 
old Righteouſneſs, he will firſt 
Give men, and ſo conſtitute them 
Juſt , betore he will Declare it, 
and Sentence them juſt. 
2. TheReaſon of the Sentence, 
particularly Deſcribed, is from 
their Faith and Love to Chriſt ex- 
prefled in their Obedience, ſelf- 
deryat and forſaking all for _, 
For ] was hungry and ye fed me , 
Was ws ana ye gon. me «rin 
1 was a ſtranger and je 200k ' me ul 3 
Naked and ye. cloathed me : ] was 
feck, go ye whſited me, I Was mn 


priſon 


=_ ; _ _ 


priſon and ye came to me : Verily 
1] ſay unto you, inaſmuch as Je 
have done it to one of the leaff of 
theſe my Brethren , ye have done at 
unto me, Mat 25.35.00 41. Hore 
is 1, Theeauſal conjunRion for, 
+ the Cauſe 'or Reaſon it 
elf. | 

Concerning both which , Obs 
ſerve, 4. How is it that mans 
Obedience and ſelf-denyal is The 
Reaſon and Cauſe of his. Juſtif- 
cation, 2. Why is it that God 
will have the Reaſon or Cauſe 


thus Declared in the Sen- 

rence. 3c | 
For the firſt, obſerye, that Its 

one thing to | he Reaſon of the 


Sentence , and another thing rq 
expreſs the Cawſe of the Benefit , 
Given us by the promiſe, and 
7udged to us by the Sentence. 
Mans Obedience was no Proper 
Cauſe why God did in this life 
Give Pardon of {in to us, ora 

Righe 
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Right to plory : much leſs , of his 
Giving Chriſt to die for us. And 
therefore as to our couftitutive 
Juſtification at our converſion , 
we muſt not-/ay or think that God 
doth Juſtifie us, For or Becauſe 
of any works of our Obedience, 
Legal or Evangelical. But when 
God hath ſo juſtified us , when he 
comes to- give a Reaſon of his 
Sentence in judgement. he-may. 
and will fetchthe Reaſon, partly 
from our Obedience, or our Per- 
formance of the conditions of 
the New Covenant, For as in 
this life , we had a Righteouſneſs 
conſiſting, in free pardon of all fin 
through the blood of Chriſt , and. 
a Righteouſneſs conſfiſtinp-in our 
perſonal performance of the-con- 
ditions of the Promiſe which gi. 
veth that pardon, and continueth 
it tous: 1oat Jad ement we ſhall 
accordingly be juſtified. And as 
our Evangelical perſonal Rights: 

ouſineſs, 


F 
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ouſneſs, commonly called 7yhe- 
reve , Was at firſt only in our Faith 
and Repentance, and Diſpoſition 
to obey: but afterward in our 
Actual fincere Obedience, in 
which ſenſe we are Conſtitutive- 
ly Jultified or made Righteous 
here by our works, in 7ames his 
ſenſe, Fam. 2. 24. ſoaccordingly 
a double Reaſon will be aſligned 
of our {ſentential Juſtification , 
One from our pardon by Chriſts 
| blood and merits, which will 
prove our Right to Impunity and 
to Glory. The other from, our 
own Faith and holy Obedience, 
which will prove our. Right to 
that Pardon through Chriſt , and 
to the free Gift of a Right to 
lory : and fo this laſt is; robe 
| pleaded in ſubordination to.the 
| former. For Chriſt is become the 
| Author of Eternal ſalvation - to 
all them that Obey him, Heb, 5, 9. 
| He therefore that will be ſaved, 

muſt 
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muſt have a Chrift to fave him as 
the Aurhor , and ar: Obedience to 
that Chriſt , as the 'Condition: of 
that ſalvation; and confequent- | 
ly both .muſt 'be: declared in the | 


_ 
The Reafon why the Judge 
doth mention our good works, 
rather than our [Believing , may 
be becauſe thoſe holy felf-deny- 
ing expreſſions of Faith and Love 
to Chriſt, docontain or certainly 
imply Faith in them, as the hfe of 
the tree is-in the fruit : but faith 
doth contain our works of Obe- 
Hdience but only as their cauſe. 
Theſe works alſo are a part of the 
_ perſonal Righteouſneſs which is 
co be enquired after , that is, we 
ſhal} nor be judged Riphteous, 
meerly dacauſe we have Believed, 
but alſo becauſe we have added 
to our Faith vertue , and have im- 
proved our Talents, and have 


loved Chriſt ro the hazard "ou 
or 


(187) 


for his ſake. For it is not only or 
principally for the goodneſs of the 
work conſidered irr it ſelf, or the 
good that is done by it to «the 
poor : but it is as theſe works did 
expreſs our Faith and: Love to 
Chriſt, by doing him the moſt 
coſtly and hazardous ſervice ; that 
by Faith we could ſee-Chriſt ina 
poor begpar or a priſoner ; 'and 
could love Chriſt in Theſe better 
than our worldly, goods or liber- 
ties, which we muſt part with or 
hazard by the works that are here | 
mans. .-: 

2. The Reaſons why Chrift 
will ſo publikely Declare the per- 
ſonal s. agg fo of men, to be 
the Reaton or Caufe of his Juſti- 
fying ſentence, it is becauſe It is 
the buſineſs of that day , not on- 
ly to glorifie Gods meer Loveand 
Mercy, but eminently to glorifie 
bis Remuneratiye Juſtice, and not 
only to expreſs his loye to the 
Elect 
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Ele& as ſuch , but to expreſs his 
love to them as Faithful and Obe- 
aient., andſuch as baye denyed all 
for Chriſt , and Loved God above 
all; And to ſhew his Juſlice to 
the men , and faithfulneſs in ful- 
filling all his promiſes , aud alſo 
his holineſs in the high eſtimation 
of the holineſs of his people. 1 
ſhall expreſs this in .the words of 
a Leaned Devine ( Dr. Tw/ſs, 


againſt Mr. Cotton, pag. 40.). i 


Was there no more in Gods 1nten- 
tion when he elefted ſome , than the 
manifeſtation of the Riches of his 
glorious grace ? Did not God pur- 


Poſe alſo to manifeſt the Glory of his 


Rem unerative fuſtice? Is it nit 
#naenyable that God will beſtow 
ſalvation on all his Ele&( of ripe 
Jears ) b Wa} of reward ana 
Crown of Ri ghrteouſneſs, which Gos 
the Righteous } nudge will give? 
2 Tim.q4. 2 Thel. 1. Jt 7s great 
pitt) this is not confidered, as aſl _ 
J 


# | 


*#.. - © 
ly it 3s not Eſpecially for the mo« 
mentous Conſequence thereof in my 
?udgement. So far he. 

So much of the Sentence of 
Juſtification which ſhall be paſſed 
by Chriſt at Judgement upon the 
Righteous. 

2. We are next to conſider of 
the Sentence of Condemnation 
which ſhall chen by Chriſt be paſ- 
ſed on the unrighteous. Which 
is delivered to us by Chriſt, ar. 
25. in the ſame order as the-for- 
mer. 

This Sentence cantaineth'? 
1. The 'Condemnation it+ ſelf. 
2, The Reafon -or Cauſe of 
it, 

The 'Condemnation expreſſeth 
the miſery which they are judged 
to. 1, Generally , in the Denomi- 
nation, Curſed. 2. Particularly, 
by Deſcription '-of their Carſed 
| ſtate. 

To be carſcd , is tobe a people 

SE deſtinated 
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deſtinated and adjudged to utter 
unhappineſs , to all kind of miſery 
without remedy. | 
2. Their Cxrſed condition is 
deſcribed in the next words, De- 
part from me ento everlaſting fire , 
prepared for the Devil and his An« 
gels, EV 
4, Depart ! From whom? from || 
the God that made them in his | 
Imape. From the Redeemer that 
bought them by the price of his 
blood, and offered. to ſave them 
freely , for all their unworthineſs, 
and many a time entreated them 
to-. Accept his offer that their 
ſouls. might live. From the Holy 
Ghoſt the Sandifer and Com- 
forter of the faithful, who ſtrove 
with their hearts, till they quench- 
ed and expelled him.. © 1ad De- 
parting | who would not then 
chooſe rather to Depars fromall | 
the friends he had in the world , 
and from any hg LOOT; | 
rom 
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from this life , from himſelf, if it 
were poſſible, then from Chriſt ? 
| Depart | from what? why, from 
the preſence of the Judge ; from 
all further Hopes of ſalyation for 
ever; from all poſſibility of ever 
being ſaved, and livingn the zoy- 
full Inheritance of the Righre 
| ous. Depart ! Not from S 
S Efſential preſence, for that will be 

| with them to their ne agen. 
miſery , but from the preſence 0 
his Grace, in that meaſure as rhey 
enjoyed it. Depart | Not from 
| I your fleſhly pleaſures, and ho- 
, I nours, and profits of the world: 
; 0 Theſe were all gone and paſt al- 
ready : and there was no further 
need to bid them Depart from 
theſe: Houſes and Lands were 
fone, Mirth and Recreations 
were gone.. Their ſweet morſels 
and ' cups were gone: All the 
Honor that men could give them 
was gone, before they were ſet at 
5 Chrilts 
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Chriſts bar to be Judged. But 
from all expectations of ever en- 
joying theſe again, or ever raſftin 
their former delights; from thele | 
they muft Depart: Not from 
their jj», for that will go with 
them ; But the liberty of com- 
mitting that- part of it which was 
ſweet to them, -as Gluttony, 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom , Idle- | 
neſs, and all VoluptuGuſneſs, from 
theſe they muſt Depart. But this 
is Conſequentaial : It is Chriſt and 
the poſkibility of ſalvation , that 
they .are Sentenced 'to Depart 
from. T0 

But Whither muſt they Depart ? 
7. Into fire. 2. Into that fire which 
was prepared for thz Deyil and 
| his Angels, 3. Into everlaſting 
kre:...:; 144 He 
. .T, Not into a Parifying , buta 
Tormenting fire. Whether Ele- 
mentary or not, whether pro- 
perly or Metaphorically called 

the fire, 
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fire; let usnot vainly trouble our 
ſelyes to enquire. It 1s enouphto 
know. that as fire is one of the 
n.oſt grievous Tormentors of the 
fleſh, ſo grievous will be thoſe in» 
fernal Torments to the whole 
man, ſoul and body ; ſuch as is 
molt fitly repreſented to us under 
the notion of fire , and of burning. 
Its eaſie for a ſecure unbelieving 
ſoul to read and hear of it ! bur 
woe, and ten thouſand woes to 
them that muſt endure it, In this 
life they had their good things , | 
when it went harder. as to the 
fleſh, with better men ; but now 
they are tormented, when the 
Godly are comforted, as Lake 

16. 25, | 
2, But why is it called 'a fire 
prepared for the Devil and his An- 
{- ? 1, Whatis this Devil that 
ath Angels ? 2. Who are his 
Angels ? 3, When was it pre- 
pared for them ? 4, Was it not 
K alſo 


- that is the. Prince over the 
relt, H 


come. Indeed the» Apoſtle calls 
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alſo prepared for wicked men ? To 
theſe in order, ' 

1, It ſeems by many paſſapes | 
in Scripture, that there is an Or. 
der among Spirits , both Good and 
Bad; and that there is one Devil 
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2, It ſeems therefore that its 
the reſt of the evil Svirits , that are 
called his Angels. And ſome think 
that the wicked who ſerved him 
in this life, ſhall be numbered 
with his Angels in the life to 


him The God of thes world , 2 Cor, 
4.4+-as is ordinarily. Judged by 
Expoſitors : and: the- Prince of tht 
power of the Air , the Spirit that 
AOW wor keth inthe children of- aiſ- 
obedjence , Bphi. 2. 2. And he cal-W 
leth falſe ſeducing Teachers The 
Minſters of Satan, 2 Cor, 11.15. 
But that wicked men are here 
meant as part of his Angels, is not 
clear, ET 3.1 
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3. If it be the preperation of 
Gods Purpoſe that is here meant, 
then it was from Zrernity ; bur if 
it be any Commination of God 
as Ruler of the Angels , then was 
this fire prepared for them Condi- 
tionally,from the REOnInGI that 
Commination, and was Dxe t0 
them at their fall. 

' 4. It ſeems that the Reaſon 
why here is no mentionof pre- 
paring, Hell-fire, tor the wicked , 
but only tor the Devils, is not, be- 
cauſe indeed it was' »ot prepared 
ls MW alſo for rhe wicked ; but to note, 
7, (that it is the Torment which was 
y fr prepared for , or afligned to 
h ihe Devils , thereby, ſhewing the 
at © greatneſs of the nutery of the 
{. wicked , that the Devils, and his 
11-£ Angels muſt be their Compani- 
he ons. Though ſome think, ,as is 
laid before , that the reaſon why 
Wicked men are not mentioned 
ere , is becauſe they are part of 

K 2 the 
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the Angels of the Devil, and foin- 
eluded. And ſomethink it is pur. 
poſely ro manifeſt Gods General I 
Love to mankind, that prepared | 
not Hell for they: , but they caft 
themſelves into the Hell prepared 
for the Devils. But the firſt ſeem 
to be the true ſenſe. 

And how apparently Righte. 
ous are the Judgements of the | 
Lord ! that thoſe men' who would 
here entertain the Devil into their 
hearts and, daily familiarity, 
_ſhould be then entertained by 
him into bis place of Torments, 
and there remain for ever in his 
ſociety ! though few entertain- 
ed him into Viſible familarity 
with their bodies as Witches do, 
who ſo make him their Faw:lar; 
yet all wicked men do entertain 
Him into more full and conſtant 
familiarity with their ſouls , then 
theſe witches do with their bo-l 
dies. How familiar is he in ther 

- 4 - xhoughts, 
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thoughts, to fill them with vani- 
Y cy, luſt, or revenge! how fami- 

| liar, is he in their hearts, to fill 
# them with covetouſneſs , malice, 
pride, or the like evils? and to. 
baniſh all choughts of returning 
ro God, and to quench every mo- 
tion that rendeth to their recove- 
ry? How familiar 1s he with 
them, even when they ſeem to be 
worſhipping God 1n the publike 
Aſſemblies ; ſtealing the word 
S out of their hearts, filling them 
with vain and wandring 
thoughts , blinding their minds 
that they cannot underſtand the 
plaineſt words that we are able to 
ſpeak to them, and filling them 
with a proud rebellion againſt the 
Direction of their Teachers , and 
an obſtinate refuſal to be ruled by 
them, be the matter never ſone- 
ceſſary to their own ſalvation ? 
How familiar are theſe eyil Spi- 
its in their houſes, filling them 
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with ignorance, worldlineſs, and 
ungodlineſs, and turning out i 
Gods ſervice, ſo that they do not 
pray together once in a day, or | 
perhaps at all ? How familiarly 
.. doth Satan uſe their rongues , in 
curſing, ſwearing, lying, ribaldry, 
backbiting , 'or flandering ? And 
1s it not juſt with God ro make 
tlioſe fiends their familiars 1 | 
Torment, with whom they enter- 
rained ſuch familiarity in fin? As 
_ Chriſt with all the Bleſſed Angels 
and Saints will make ' byt one 
Kingdom or family, and ſhall 
live altogether in perpetual De- 
[:ches ; 2 the Devil and all his 
Helliſh Angels and wicked men 
ſhall make ; int one houſe-hold, 
and ſhall live altogether 1n per- 
petual miſery; O poor ſinners : 
you are not troubled now at his 
Preſence and power in your hearts: 
but will you not thex be troubled 

at his preſence , and tormenting 
| power ? 


L 
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power? As long as you do not 


KB /7 him, let him do what he will 


with you, 1t grieves you little or 
nothing atall : bur what will you 
ſay when you msſt ſee him, and 
abide with him for ever ? OhSirs, 
his name 1s eaſily heard', but his 

company will be terrible to the. 
touteſt heart alive, He ſheweth 
you a ſmiling face when he tem- 
pteth you, bur he hath a grimmer 


face 'to ſhew you, when' tempta- 


tions have. conquered.you., and 
torments muſt ſucceed ! As thoſe 
that write of Witches, ſay, he ap- 
peareth at firſt to. them in ſome 
comely tempting ſhape , till he 
have them faſt ryed ro him; aud 
then he beats them and affrighrts ' 
them, and ſeldom appears to them 
but in ſome ugly hue. Beleive ir, 
poor {inners, you do not hear or 
ſce the worſt of him, when you 
are merry about your ſinful Plea- 
lures, and Reioycing in” your 
K4 Hopes 
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Hopes of th2 Commodities or Pre- 
ferments of the world : he hath 
another kind of Voice which yon 
muſt hear, and another face to 
ſhew you, that will make you 
know a little better, whom you 
had to do with! You would be 
afraid now to meet him in the 
dark ; what will you be to live 
with him in everlaſting darkneſs? 
Then you will know who it was 
that youentertained and obeyed, 
and plaid within your fins, 

- 3. Andasthe Texttells us, that 
it is .4 fire prepared for the Divil 
axd his Angels. SO it telleth us, 
that it is A# everlaſting fire. It had 
a beginning, but it ſhall have no 
end. If thele wretches would 
have choſen the ſervice of God, 
they would have met with no 
difficulty or trouble , but what 
would have had a ſpeedy end: 
Poverty and Injuries would have 
| had an end: ſcorns and abuſes 
- would 
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would havehad an end;faſting,hu- 
miliation,ſorrow. for fin, watching 
and. fighting againſt our ſpiritual 
enemies, would all have had an 
end. . But to ayoid theſe, they 
choſe that eaſe , that pleaſure, 
which hath. brought them-co that 
torment... which aever will have 
end. I have ſaid ſo much of theſe 
things already in.my Book called 
the Saints Reſt, that] will now ſay 
bur this much; It is one of the won- 
ders of the world , how men that 
do beleive, or think they do be-. 
leive-this word of Chriſt to be 
true, that the .wicked ſball go into 
Everlaſting fire, can you venture 
on fin to boldly, and livein it fo. 
tearleſly, or ſleep quietly till chey 
are out of this unſpeakable Dan- 
ger ! Only the Commonneſs of it, 
and the known wickedneſs. of 
mans -heart, doth .make this lels 
wonderful, And were there no= 
ng elſe to convince us, thatfin- 

| "MS ners 
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ners are mad and dead as to ſpi- 
ritual things, -this were enough; 
that ever the gfeateſt pleaſures 
. or Profits of the world, or the 
moſt enticing baits that the De- 
vil can offer them , ſhould once 
prevail with them to forget theſe 
endleſs things, and draw them to 
:rezet an Everlaſting Glory ,. and 
_ caſt themſelves deſperately into 
Everlaſting fire, Yea, and all this 
under daily warnings and Inſtru- 
ctions; and when its rold them 
defore hand by the God of Truth 
Himſelf! For the Lords ſake, Sirs, 
and for-your ſouls fake, if you 
eare not what Miniſters fay , or 
what ſuch as I fay, yet will you 
ſoberly read now and' then this 
25. Chapter of Aſarthew, and 
| Regard what is told you by him 
"that muſt -be your Judge! and 
now and then bethink your ſelves 
Toberly whether theſe are matters 
tor wiſe men to make light wi 
an 
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and what it is to be Everlaſtingly 
ia heaven, or in Hell-fire. | bt 3nd 

2, We have ſeen what is the 
Penalty contained in the ſentence 
againſt the ungodly : The next 
thing that the Text directs us to, 
is the Cauſe 'or Reaſon - of the 
Sentence, ver. 42. For 7 was hun 
gry, and ye gave me no meat, &C. 
The Reaton is not given expreſly 
either for their ſin-againſt the Law 
of works, that is , Becauſe they 
were finners, and not perfectly 
Tnmcent : Nor yetirom their un- 
belief, which 1s the great fin 
againſt the Law of Grace : But 
tis given from their not expreſs- 
ins their Faith and Love to 
Chriſt in works of mercy and 
ſelt-denyal., Arid why is this 
102: Fs | 
I, We muſt not ſuppoſe that 
q theſe words of Chriſt do expreſs 
{ the whole Judicial procels in every 
point , but the chief parts. It 1s 
_ Juppoſed. 
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ſuppoſed that all men are conyi- 
Qed of being ſinners againſt the 
perfet Law of the Creator, and 


that they are guilty of Death for | 


that fin . and that there is no way 
but by Chriſt to obtain delive- 
rance. But becauſe all this muſt 
be acknowledged by the Righte- 
ous themſelves, as well as by the 
wicked, therefore Chriſt doth not 
mention this, but that only which 
15 the turning point or cauſe in 
the, Judgement. For it is not all 
\ finners that ſhall be finally Con- 
demned , but all Impenitent, Un- 
believing ſinners, who have Re- 
belled finally againſt their Re- 
deemer, | 

2. Andthe reaſon why faith 
it ſelf 'is not expreſſed, 1s, 1. Be- 
cauſe it is clearly implyed, and ſo 


is Love to Chriſt as Redeemer, in Þ| 
chat they ſhould have Reheved | 
Chrif himſelf in his members; | 


thac is, as its expreſſed , 2futth. 
I O, 42. 
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10. 42, they ſhould have received 
a prophet 1in.the- name of a :pro- 
phet, and a diſciple in the name 
of a diſciple; All ſhould be done 


for Chriſts fake : which could not 


be,unleſs they Believed in him, and 


| Loved him. 2. Alſo becauſe that 


the bare ACt of Believing. is not 
all that Chriſt requireth to: a 
mans. final . Juſtification and Sal- 
vation : But holy ſelf-denyin 

Obedience muſt be added. Au 
therefore this 1s given as the Rea- 
ſon of their Condemnation, that 
they did not ſoobey. 

We mnft obſerve alſo , that 
Chriſt here putteth the ſpecial for 
the general : that is, one way of 


 ſelf-denying Obedience, and ex- 


preſſion of Love, inſtead of ſuch 
Obedience in general. For all 
men have not ability to relieve 
thoſe in miſery, being perhaps 
ſome of them poor themlſelves , 
But. all haye that Love and felf- 

| _ denyal, 


Ti (206) : 
denyal, which. will ſome way ex- 
owed it ſelf. And all have hearts 
and a Diſpoſition to do thus, if 
they had ability, without ſuch 
a- Diſpoſition, none can be fa. 
II bY 

It isthe-fond conceit of ſome , 

that if they have any love-to the 1 
godly, 'or wifh them well , it is: 
enough to prove them happy. 
But Chriſt here purpoſely lets us 
know , that whoever. doth not 
Love himat fo high a rate; as that 
he-can part with- his fubſtance,or 
any thing in. the world, tothoſe 
uſes which he ſhall require them , 
even to rehevehis fervants in want 
and ſufferings for the maſters ſake, 
that man is none of Chriſts Diſ- 
ciple, not will be owned by him at 
WT 27; 
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X1. ANHE next point that we 
come to, 1s to ſhew you 
the properties of the Sentence at 
Judgement. $:4 4 F 

When_ man had 'broken the 
Law of his Creator at the firſt, he 
was 'lyable . to the Sentence of 
Death, and God preſently fate in 
Judgement on him, and ſentenced 
him to ſome part of the Punifh- 
ment which he had deſeryed : 
But upon the Interpoſition of the 
Son, he forbore thereſt, reſolving 
on a way that might tend to his 
Recoyery : And Death 1s due 
yet to every {inner for every in 
which he commits , till a pardon 
do acquit him. But this Sentence 
which will paſs on ſinners at the 
laſt Judgement, doth much differ 
from that which was paſſed on 
the firſt fin, or which 1s Due ac- 
ine en mer” 
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_— to theLaw of works alone: 

or, EE nr, - | 

I. As to the penalty, called the 
Pain of Loſs, the firſt Judgement 
did deprive man of the favour of 
his Creator, but the-ſecond will 
deprive him of the fayour both of 
the Creator and Redeemer : The. 
firſt Judgement deprived him of 
the benefits of Innocency : The 
ſecond depriveth him of the Bene- - 
fits..of Redemption. The loſs of 

his hopes, and poſlibility of a par- 

don, ofthe Spirit, of Juſtification 
and- adoption, and of the Benefits 
which :Conditionally were promt- 
ſed and: offered him, theſe. are 
the puniſhments of the laſt Judge- 
ment, which the Law of works 
did never threaten to the firſt 
man, or to any, as it ſtood 
alone. 

Alſo the loſs of Glory as Re- 
coyered, is the proper penalry of 
the violated Law. of. Grace.; which 

is 


_ (209) 
is more than the firſt loſs. As if a 
man ſhould loſe his purſethe ſe. 
cond time, when another hath 
once-found it for him : Or rather, - 
as if a Traytor Redeemed by an- 
other, and having his life and ho- 
nours offered him, if he will 
Thankfully Accept it and come 
in, ſhould by his Refuſal and 
Obſtinacy,, loſe this Recovered 
Life, which is offered lim , which 
is an addition to his former pe- 
nalry. — 
Beſides that, the Higher degree 
of Glory will be loft, which Chrift 
would beſtow on him, more then 
was loſt at firſt ; The very work. 
of the: Saints in heayen , will be 
to praiſe and Glorifie him that 
Redeemed them, and the Fa- 
ther in him : which would nothave 
been the work of manif he had 
been innocent. 
= 2. Astothepainof ſence, the 
$ {alt Judgement by the Redeemer ; 
wi 
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will Sentence them to a far ſorer 


Puniſhment, then would have be- 


faln them, if no Saviour had 
been offered them, Heb. 10, 29. 
The conſcience of Adam if he 
- had not been Redeemed, would 
never haye Tormented him for 
Rejefting a Redeemer , nor for 
refuſing or abuſing Is gracious 
offers, and his mercies ; nor for 
the ſorfeiting of a Recoyered 
Happineſs ; nor for refuſing the 


2 


caſte terms of the Goſpel, which. 


would have Given him Chriſt and 
ſalvation for the Accepting; nor 
for neglefting any means that 
tended to Recovery : No nor for 
_ refuſins Repemtance unto Life , 
nor for diſobeying a Redeemer 
that bought him by his blood. 
As all theſe are the penalties of 
the Redeemers Law and Judge- 
ment, ſo is it a ſorer penalty then 
Conſcience would have inflicted 
meerly for not being perfectly 1n- 
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nocent ; and there will be far 
ſorer gripings and gnawings of 
the never-dying worm for the 
abuſe of theſe Talenrs, than if we 
had been never truſted with any 


after our firſt forfeiture. Yea and 


God himſelf will accordingly pro- 
portion his puniſhments, So that 
you ſee that Privatively and Poſi- 
tively, or as to their Loſs and their 
Feeling, the Redeemer will paſs 
on them a heavyer doom than rhe 
Creatordid , or would have done 
accordins to the firſt Law to per- 
tet man. 

3. Another property of the 
Judgement of Chritt , is, that 7: 
will be final, Peremptory, and E x- 
cluding all further hopes or poſſubils= 
ties of a Remedy, SO was nor the 
firſt Judgement of the Creator 
upon faln man. Though the Law 
of pure Nature knew no Remedy , 
nor gave man any hope of a Re- 
Ceemer ; Yer did it not exclrde 

a 


_ 
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a Remedy , nor put in any barr 
againſt one, but God was free 
to Recover his Creature: if. he 

leaſed. But in the Law of Grace 
ie. hath Reſolved, that there ſhall 
be no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a 
fearful looking for of Judgement 
and fire which ſhall devour the 
Adverſary, He. 10.26, 27, And 
that the fire ſhall be Eyerlaſting, 
the worm ſhall not die, and the 
fire ſhall not be quenched, Mat. 
25. alt. Mut. 13. 42, 50. fohn 
$. 27. Mat 5. 26. Matr.3.12,and 
Luke 3. 17. Mark 9. 43, 44, 
45, 46, 48. He that now break- 
eth thar pure Law that requireth 
perfe& innocency ( as weave all 
done)) may fly tothe promjle of 
Grace in Chriſt, and appeal to 
the Law of Liberty or delive- 
rance, to be Judged by that. But. 
he that falls under the penalty of 
that Law which ſhould have {a- 


ved him, as all finall Unbelievers 
| and 
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and Impenitent, Ungodly perſons 
do, hath no other to Appeal to. 
Chriſt would have been a San- 
Euary and Refuge to thee from 
the Law of works, hadit thou bur 
Come in to him : But who. ſhall 
be a Refuse to thee from the 
wrath of Chriſt > The Goſpel 
would have freed thee from the 
Curſe of the Law of works, if 
thou hadſt but believed and obey- 
ed it: But what ſhall free thee 
from the Condemnation of the 
Goſpel? Had there no Accuſa- 
tion lain againſt thee, but that 
thou waſt in General a finner, that 


f is, that thou waſt not perfeQly.In- 


nocent, Chriſt would have an- 
ſwered that charge by his blood. 
But ſfeeits thou art alſo guilty of 
thoſe ſpecial ſins which he never 
ſhed his blood for, who ſhall de- 
liver thee from that Accuſation? 
When Chrift gave himſelf a ran- 
ſom for ſinners, it was with this 
= Reſolution 


"Con 


Reſolution both in the Father and 
himſelf, that none ſhould ever be 
Pardoned , Juſtified of Saved by 
that Ranſom, that did not in the 
time of this life , ſincerely return 
to God by Fairh.in the Redeemer , 

and live in ſincere obedience to 
| him, and perſevering herein. So 
that he plainly excepted final Infi. 
delity, [mpenitency and Rebellion 
from pardon : He never dyed for 
the final non-performance of the 
Conditions of the New Covenant. 
So that his Judgement for theſe 
will-be peremptory and remedileſs. 
If you ſay , Why cannot God find 
out a remedy for this ſin, as well 
as he did for thefirit ? Ifay , God 
cannor lye, Tir. 1.2. \He muſt be 
True and. Faithful , as neceſſarily 
as he muſt be God, becauſe of 
the abſolute perfe&tion of his na- 
ture; and he hath ſaid and re- 
ſolved that there ſhall be ng more 
remedy. 

| Many 
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Many other properties of Gods 
Judgement in. general there are, as 
_ that Righteouſneſs, Impartiality , 
laflexibility , and rhe like , which 
| becauſe I would not makemy Diſ- 
courſe too long, I will paſs over , 
contenting my ſelf with che menti- 
on of theſe which are Proper to 
the Judgement of the Redeemer , 
Oy to his own Laws 1n ſpe- 
cial. 


——— 


a ——. 
hn nn 


—_— 


a 7 
—_ a. md 


XII. FF*HE twelfth and laſt 

thing which 1. pro- 
miſed to unfold, is, The execution 
of the Fadgement. Here] ſhould 
ſhew you Bock the Certainty of 
the. Execution, and by whom it 
will be, and how; bur having done 
all this already in the third Part 
of the foreſaid Bock of Reſt, I 
ſhall now only-givethis brief couch 


No 
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**.. any hope of an Eſcape. If the 
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No ſooner is the dreadful Sen- 


| tence paſt, Go:ye cnrſed into Ever - 


laſting fire , but away they muſt 
be gone: There is no delay ; 


much leſs any Reprjeve to. be ex- 


pected.: and yet much leſs is there 


Judge once ſay, Take him 7aylor ; 
and 1{ Chriſt ſay, Take him Devils, 
Jon that Ruled and Decerved him, 
now Torment bim-, all the warld 
cannot reſcue one ſuch foul. It 
will bein vain to look about for 
help! Alas, there is none but 
Chriſt can help you, and he will 
not, becauſe you refuſed his help : 
Nay we may ſay, He cannot ; not 
for want of Power : but becauſe 
he is True and Juſt ; and therefore 
will make good that word which 
you believed not.. It is: in vain 
then to cry to hills to fall on you, 
and the mountains to cover you 


| from the preſence of him that 


fittech on the Throne. It will be 
7 in 
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in vain now to Repent, ind wiſh 
you had not ſleighred your falva- 
tion ,, nor fold it fora little plea- 
ſure to your fleſh. It will be then 
11 vain to cry Lord , Lord, open to 
uu, O ſpares; O pity ms; O do 
not caſt us into theſe hideous flames ! 
| Do mot turn us amons Devils! ds 
not Torment thy Redeemed ones in 
| this fire { All this will be then too 
| late.” 
Poor ſinner, whoever thou art 
that readeſt or heareſt theſelines,, 
1 1 beſeech thee -in Compaſſion to 
4 thy ſoul, Conſider , How fearſul 
1 the caſe of that man will be, that 
15 newly doomed to the Everlaſt- 
ing fire, andis baled tothe Exe- 
cution withont [!Remedy ! and 


q what mad menare;thoſe that now 

1 do no more to preyent ſuch a 
q miſery , when they might do it on 
| ſuch eafje terms, and now have 

E fo fair-an Opportunity in their 
6 hands ? b 


HE 
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The time was when: Repen- 
tance might have done thee good: 
\ bur They all thy Repentings will 

bein vain. Now while the day of 
thy Viſitation laſteth , had - bug 
but a heart to pray and cry for 


mercy 


, in faith and fervency, 


through Chriſt thou mighteſt be 
heard. But Then Praying, and 
Crying will do no good! ſhouldit 
thou roar out in the extremity of 
thy horrour and amazement, and 
beleech the Lord Jeſus but to 
forgive thee one fin,or to ſendthee 
on earch once more, and to try 
rhee once again in the flefh , whe- | 
ther thou wouldſt not love him | 
ar.d lead a holy life, it would be 
all- in vain. 'Should{t rhou be- 
ſeech him by allthemercifuinels of | 
his nature , by all his ſufferings | 
and bloody death , by all the mer- 
£iful promiſes of his Goſpel , it 
would be all ia yain. Nay, ſhouldit 


thou beg but one dayes repri 


Or 
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or to ſtay one hour before thou 
wert caſt into thoſe flames, ir 
would not be heard; it would do 
thee no good. How earneſtly did 
a deceaſed Gentleman , Luk. 16. 
24. beg of Abraham for one 
drop of water from the tip of 
Lazarns's finger, to cool his 
tongue, becauſe he was torment- 
ed in the flame! And what the 
better was he? He was ſent to 
Remember that he had his good 
things in this life; and that Re- 

_ FF T7embrance would torment him 
| more. And do not wonder or 
| think much at this, that Chriſt 
wil not then be intreated by the 
- || ungodly, You ſhall then have a 
Remember too, from Chriſt or 
f |} Conſcience, He may ſoon ſtop 
oy mouth, and leave thee ſpeech- 
| leſs, and ſay, Remember man, that 
1 did one-day ſend thee a Meſſage 
6f peace, ana thou wouldſt not hear 
} it. Tonce aid ftoop to Beſeech thee 
 - L2 t0 
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toreturn, and thou wouldſt nt 


hear. Tbefonght thee by the tender 
mercies of God; IT beſought thee 
by all the Love that I had ſhewed 
thee, by my holy Life ; by my curſ- 
ed Death ,, by the Riches of my 
Grace ; by the offers of my Glory : 
and ] conld nor get thee to forſake 
the world, to deny thy flefh, to leave 
#2e beloved fin, for all this ! Te 
fought thee over and over again ! 
T ſent many a miniſter to thee in 
my name ! I waited on thee many 
a day and year ; aud all would not 
ds ;, rhou wouldſt not Conſider, Re- 
turn and Live: And now it 15100 | 
late : my ſentence is paſt , and can- 
nor be recalled: Away from me, 
thox worker of iniquity , Math. 7. | 
2323.23; 
Ah Sirs. what a caſe then is the | 
poor deſperate finner left in! 
How can [ write this, or how can 
you that read or hear it, without 
trembling once think of the Con- 
; dition 


; _. co 


dition that ſuch forlorn wretches 
will be. in! when they look 
above them, and ſee the God that 
hath forſaken them , becauſe they 
forſook him firſt , when they look 
about them, and ſee the Saints on 
one hand whom they deſpiſed., 
| | now ſentenced unto Glory : and 
the wicked on the other hand, 
whom they accompanied and imr: 
; | tated , now Judged with them to 
, | everlaſting miſery; when they 
look below them, and ſee the 
Z flames that they muſt abide in , 
even for evermore; and when 
the Devils begin ro hale them to 
the Execution, Oh poor ſouls! - 
Now what would they pive for a 
Chriſt, for a promiſe, for a time of 
Repentance, for a Sermon of 
mercy , which once they ſlept un- 
8 der, or made no account of ! How 
\ & +5 the caſealtered now with them ! 
who would think that theſe are 
the ſame men, thatmade light of 
E3 - all 
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all this on earth , rhat fo ſtout! 
ſcornedthe reproofs of rhe Word, 
that would be worldly , and fleſh- 
ly, and drunk, and proud, ler 
Preachers ſay what they would, 
and parhaps hated thoſe that did 
Sive them warning, Now they 
are of another mind, butall roo | 
Jate. O were there any place for | 
Reſiſtance, how would they draw | 
back, and lay hold of any thing, .| 
before they would be ragged 
away into thoſe flames ! But there 

is no reſiſting, Satans Temprat1- 
ons might have been Reſiſted, 
but his Executions cannot. Gods j 
Judgements might haye been Pre- | 
vented by Faith and thy Re- | 
pentance and a holy life ; but they | 
cannot be reſiſted when they are Þ 
not prevented, Glad would the 
miſerable ſinner be, if he might 
but turn to nothing, and ceaſe to f 
be, or that he might be any thing | 
rather than a reaſonable crea- | 
tTurc : 
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ture; but theſe wiſhes are all in 


vain. | T here is one Time, aud one 


Way of a finners Deliverance ;, If 
he fail in that one , he periſheth for 
ever + all the world cannot help 


 himafter that, 2 Cor. 6. 2. 1 have 


heard thee in a. time accepted : and 
inthe day of ſalvation have I ſuc- 
courted thee ; Behold now ts the Ac» 
cepted time : behold now 15 the day 
of ſalvation, Now he faith , Rev. 
3.20. Behold, I ſtand at the door 
and - kuock.;, If any man hear my 
voice and open. the door , I will come 
in to him,and will ſup with him,and 
he with me. But for the time to 
come hereafter, hear whar he 
ſaith, Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26. Becauſe 
1 have called >, ana ye refuſed, I 
have ſtretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded: bat ye have ſet at 
vought all 'my counſel , and would 
none. of © wy: Reproof , I alſo will 
laugh at your Calamity , 1 
i weikwies yonr fear cometh : 
L4 when 


R — TY Ty V4 NPY WF ah L aq 4 14 "* 
k . in” ». IX tak. + FP add, BY | 
4 ” gs 


when your fear cometh as Deſo-« 
_ "lation, and your deſtruttion' cometh 
a# a whirlwind . when aiſtrefs ana 
anguiſh cometh upon you, . then 
ſhall they call upox me, but Iwill 
wot Anſwer, they, ſhall ſeek me 
early , but they (hall not _ me :; 
for that they hated knowleage , and 
did not chaoſe the fear of the Lord, 
They would none of my counſels , 


they deſpiſed all my Reproof ;, there- 


fore ſhall they eat of the fruit of 


ther own way , and be fillea With 
their own devices ;, for the Tu, ning 
away of the ſimple ſhall flay them , 
and the Proſperity of fouls ſhall de- 
ftroy them : But. Who ſo hearkneth 
rome, ſhall dwell ſafely, ana ſhall 
be quiet from fear of evil. I have 
recitedall thete words, that you 
may ſee and conſider , whether 1 
have ſpoken any other thing than 
God himſelfhath plainly told you 
of. : 


Having faid thus much of the 
Certainty 


1 
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Certainty of the Execution, 1 
ſhould next have ſpoke ſome» 
what of the manner and the In- 
ſtruments, and have ſhewed how 
God will be for ever the principal 
Cauſe ,. and Satan and their own 
Conſciences the Inſtruments, in 
part; and in what manner Con- 
ſcience will do its part , and how + 
impoſſible it will be to quiet or 
reſiſt it. But having ſpoke ſo 

much of all this already elſzwhere, 
as is faid before, I will forbear 
here to repeat it, leaving the Rea- 
derthat deſireth it , thereto per- 
uſe it. 
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The Uſes. 


Uſe 1, Eloved hearers, it 
be was not to fill your 

fancies with news that God ſent 
me hither this day :-nor to tell 
you of matters that nothing con- 
cern you ; nor by ſome terrible 
words to bring you to an hours 
amazement and no more; Bur it 
is to tell you of things that your 
eyes ſhall ſee, and to foretell 
you of your. danger whule it 
may pe ptevented , that your pre- 
cious fouls may be ſaved at the 
laſt, and you may ſtand before 
God with comfort at that day ; 
But becauſe this will not be every 
mans caſe, no nor the caſe of 
moſt , I muſtin the name of Chriſt 
defire you to make this day an 
enquiry into your own ſouls , and 
as 11 the preſence of God let your 
TX 
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| hearts make. anſwer to theſe feiv- 
Queſtions which I ſhall propound 
and debate with you. 


———. 


i 


Ba. i. | Þ 240 founaly Bee. 
a £tieve this Dottrine 
which, I have preached: to you ? 
What fay you Sirs ? do you veri- 
ly Believe it as a Moſt certain 
Truth, that you andF, and all the 
world mu} fand at Gods Bar 
and--:be» Judged ro Everlaſting 
Joy: or torment? t hope you do 
all. :n-fozre fort Belieye this: but 
blame me nor if I be jealous whe- 
ther, you /e--94ty believe it, while 
weifeeqin:the world ſo little of the 
eff:& of ſuch: a Beleif. I confeſs 
I ar forced to think that there is 
more infidelity then faith. among 
us, when L fee more ungodlinels . 
then. godlineſs. among us: And [. 
can hardly believe that-man, that 
will fay or {wear that he Nt 
thefe . 
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thele things , and'yet my as © 


careleſly and carnally as an Infi- 
det. I know that no man can love- 
to be damned ., yea I know that 
every man that hath a reaſonable 
ſon), hach: naturally ſome love to- 
himſelf, and a 'fear of a danger 
which he verily apprehendeth ; 
he therefore that livech without 
all fear, I muſt think livech with- 
out all apprehenſion of his' dan- 
Ser. Cuſtom hath taught 'men to 
hold theſe things as the Opinion 
of the Country;. but if men 
ſoundly believed them, ſurely we 
ſhould Tee ſtranger effedts of ſuch 
a faith, thenin the moſt we do 
ſee. Doth the ſleepy ſoul that 
liveth in ſecurity , and followeth 
this world as eagerly as it he hal 
no Freater matters: to mind , that 
never once trembled at the 
thoughts of this. great day ; nor 
once asked his own ſoul in good 
{adneſs., Ay /orl:, How doft thou 

F think, 
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think then to eſcape ?-1 ſay, doth 
this man believe that he is going 


to this Judgement? Well, Sirs , 


whether you believe it or not; 
you will findit true, and believe 
it you mul}, before you can be 
fafe. For if you do not believe 
it, you will never make ready, 
Let me therefore perſwade you 
in the 'fear of God to conſider 
that it is a matter of undoubted 
Tra: of ot nai 
1. Confider: that it is the ex- 
preſs word of the God of Truth, 
revealed in Scriptures as plainly as 
you can deſire. So that you-can- 
not be unbelieving withont* de.. 
nying Gods 'word, or giving him 
thelye, Mat. 13: 38, 39, 40, 41> 
42,43,40, 50. Mat. 25. through- 
our, Row. 2.5,6,7,8,9,10,16.and 
T. 32; fohn 5.28, 29. The hoxr 
75 commg 18 which all that are in 
the graves ſhall hear his voice , and 
Aral? come forth : they that have 


done 
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dane good, unto the Reſurriftion of 
life ,, and they that have done evil, 
unto the Refarreftion of damnation. 
Heb. 9. 27. It « appointed to-all 
wu 0uce to dye, and after this, the 
Zadgemeut, Rom. 14. 9, 12. So 
then. every one of. us ſhall-give Ac- 
coxnt of himſelf to God, Rev, 20. 
I2. And I ſaw the dead, fmall and 
great, ſtand befare God: awd: the 
Books were opened : aud another 
Book Was opened , which 2s thei Book 
of life : and the dead were f udged 
o#t of-thoſe things which mere writ- 
ten in the Books, according to their 
Works. Mat. 12. 30, 37. But 1 
ſay nute you , that every zale word 
that men ſhall ſpegh ; they ſhall give 
accomnt thereof 41 the dayrof f nager 
ment ; For by thy waras thou ſh:bt 
be Fuftified, and by thy wards thow 
fhalt be condemned. Many more 
molt expreſs Texts of Scripture 
do put the Truth of this Judge- 
meat Qut of all queſyon, toy Ml 
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that believe theScripture, and will 
underſtand it. There is no place 
left for a controverſie in the 
point : It is made as ſure to usas 
the Word of the living God can 
make it : And hethat will queſtion 
that, what will he Bekeve? What 
fay you Sirs? Dare you doubt of 
this which the God of Heaven 
bath ſo poſitively affirmed ? 1 hope 
you dare not. . 

2. Conſider , it is a maſter-part 
of your faith , if you are Chri- 
ſtians, and a fundamental Article 
of your Creed, that Chriſt ſhall 
come again to Judge the quick 
and the dead. $0 that you: muſt 
Believe it, or renounce . yaur 
Chriſtianity , and then you re- 
nounce. Chriſt and all the hopes 
of mercy that you bave in him. 
| Its impoſſible that you ſhould 
ſoundly Beheve in Chriſt, and 
net. believe bis Judgement and 
Life Everlaſting; becauſe as he 


F 


came 
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came to bring Life and Immor- 
_rality to light in the Goſpel, 


2. Tim, 1.106, ſoit wasthe end of 


_bis Incarnation , Death and Re. 
ſureCtion, to bring you thither-; 
and its part of his honour and: of- 


 fiee which he purchaſed with his: 


blood, to be theLord and Judge 
of all the world, Rom. 14. 9. Foh. 
5.22. 1f therefore you believe not 
heartily this Judgement, deal 
plainly and openly;and ſay youare 
Infidels, and caſt away the hypo- 
critical vizor of Chriſtianity , and 
ſet us know you, and take you as 
you are. 


3, Conſider, thar-it is a Truth 


thar is known by the very'light of. 
nature; that there ſhall be a hap. 
pineſs for the Righteous, and a mi- 
fery for the wicked after this life 
which is evident ; ; 

7. In that we have undeny- 
able natural reaſon for it, 1. God 


is the Righteous governor ofthe 
world. 
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world, and therefore muſt make a 
difference among his ſubjeRs, ac- 
cording to the nature of their 
waies; which we ſee'is not done - 
here, where the wicked proſper , 
and the good are afflicted, there- 
fore it muſt be hereafter, © 
2. We ſee there is a neceſlity 
that God ſhould make promiſes 
and threatnings of * everlaſting 
happineſs or miſery, for the right 
coyernins of the world , for. we 
certainly perceive,that no lower 
things, will keep men from de- 
ftroying all hamane ſociety, and 
Iving worſe - than -bruit; beafts ; 
and if there bea neceflity of ma- 
king.ſ\ach threats and promiſes ,. 
then” there is certainly a receflity 
of fulfilling them, For God need- 
eth no lye or means of deceiving , 
to rule the world. © 

_ 2. Andaswelſee it byReaſon, 
ſo by certain experience, that this 
is diſcernable by the light of na- 


ture, 
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ture, for allthe world, or almoſt 


all, do believe it. Even thofe na- 
tions where the Goſpel ' never 
came, and: have nothing but what 
they have by nature,even the moſt 
Barbarous Indians accknowledge 
ſome life after this , and a differ- 
ence of men according as they are 
hzre; Therefore you-muſt believe 
thus much, or renounce your 
common Reaſon and humanity, as 
well as your Chriſtianity. Let me 
therefore perſwade you all in the 
fear of God to confirm your ſouls 
in the belief of this, asf you had 
beard Chriſt or.an Angel from 


art baſting to Tudgement. 


heaven fay to you, Oh man, thou 
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Og. 2. Y next Qyeftion 
| | A is, Whether you 
ao ever (oberly conſider of this great 
day ? Sirs, do you uſe whenyou 
are alone to think with your 


| ſelves, how certain and how 


dreadful it will be? how faſt it is 
coming on? and what you fhall 
do? and what anſwer you mean 
to make at that day? are your 
minds taken up with theſe con. 
ſ1derations : Tell me, is it ſo, or 
nr 

Alas Sirs! Is this a matrer to 
be forgotten? Is nat that man 
even worſe then mad, that is g0- 
ing to Gods har. and ne- 
ver thinks of it ? when if they were - 
to be tryed for their lives at the 
next Afize, they would think of 
it, and.think again, and caſt roo 
times 
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times which way to eſcape. Me 
thinks you ſhould rather forget 
to $0 to bed at night , or to eat 
your meat, or do.you work, than 
forget - ſo great a matter as 
—_ 

Truly 1 have dften in my ſe- 
rious thoughts been ready to 
wonder that men can think. of al- 
moſt any thing elſe, when they 
have ſo great a thing to think of. 
What! {ng that which you 
muſt remember for ever ! forget 
that which ſhould force remem- 
brance, yea and doth force it with 
ſome, whether they will or not ! 
A poor deſpairing foul cannot 
forget it : He thinks which way 
ever he goes he is ready to be 
Judged. Oh therefore B-.luved , 
Fix theſe thoughts as' deep in 
your hearts as thoughts can go. 
Oh be like that. holy man that 
thought which way ever he went , 
be heard the Trampet ſound, po 

"= 
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the voice of the Angel calling to 
the world, Ariſe ye dead, and 
come to Fudgement. You have 
warning of it trom God and man, 
to cauſe you to Remember it; do 
not then forget it. It will be a 
cold excuſe another day , Lora, I 
forgat this day ,. or elſe IT might 
have been read) : you dare not 
ſure truſt to ſuch excuſes. 


M3. Y next Queſtion 

| toyon, 1s, How 
are you affettea with the confidera- 
tion of this day ? Barely to think 
of it will not ſerve; To think of 
ſuch a day as this with a dull and 
ſenſleſs heart, is a ſign of fearful 
ſtupidity. Did the knees of ws 
Belſhazzar knock together wit 
trembling, when he ſaw the hand- 
writing on the wall? Dan. 5. 6. 
How then ſhould thy hearc be 
affected that ſeeih the hand-writ- 
ing of God as a ſummons to his 
bar ? 

When I began to preach of 
theſe things long ago, I confeſs 
th2 matters ſeemed to me ſo ter- 
rible, that I was afraid thac peo- 
ple would have run out of cheir 
wits with tear; bur a liccle expe- 

| rienc? 


Lis 


(239) 


rience ſhewed me , that many are 
like a dog that is bred up in a 
forge or furnace, that being uſed 
ro 1t,, can ſleep though the ham- 
mers are beating, and the fire and 
hot Iron flaming abour him, when 
another that had never ſeen' ir , 
would be amazed at the ſight. 
When men have heard us 7 years 
by. og? yea 20 years, to talk of 
a day of Judgement, and they /ee 
it not, nor feel any hurt , they 
think it is bur talk , and bepin to 
make nothing of it. This 1s their 
thanks ro God for his Patience : 
Becauſe his Sentence is not execu- 
red ſpeedily, theretore their hearts 
are ſet in them to doevil, Eccl. 
8.11. As if God were {lack of his 
Promiſe , as ſome men Account 
flackneſs, 2 Per. 3. 9. when one 
day with lym is as a 1000. years, 
and a 1000, years as one Cay, 
What if we tell you 20. years to- 
gether that you mult dye, will you 
nor 


> -..... 09 
not delieve us, becauſe you haye 
| lived fo long, and ſeen no death 
coming ? 

Three or four things there be 
that ſhould bring any matter ro 
the heart, 1. If it bea matter of 
exceeding weight, 2, If it Con- 
cern not others only, but our 
ſelves.” 3. If it becertain. 4, If 
neer. 

All theſe things are here to be 
found. and therefore how ſhould 
your hearts be moved at the 
Conſideration of this great 
day | 

1, What matter can be men- 
rioned with the Tongue:of man 
of greater moment? For the 
poor creature to ſtand befare his 
Maker and Redeemer, to be 
Judged to Everlaſting Joy or 
Torment? Alas! all the mat- 
ters of this world are playes, and 
toyes, and dreams to this: Mat- 
ters of profit or diſprofit are no- 
thing 
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thing to it : Matters of credit 
or Aſeredir are unworthy to be 
named with it: Matters of tem- 
poral life or death are nothing to 
it. We ſee the poor bruit beaſts 
g0 every day to the ſanghter, and 
we make no great matter of it, 
| though their life be as dear to 
them, asours tous. To be Judg- 
edtoan Everlaſting death or tor- 
ment, this is the great danger , 
that one would think ſhould 
ſhake the ſtouteſt heart to eon- 
ſider it, andawake the dulleſt ſin- 
ner to preventit.. _ _ 

2. Its a matter that concern- 
eth every one of your ſelves , and 
every man or womar that eyer 
lived upon the earth, or ever ſhall 
do: I am not ſpeaking to you of 
the affairs of ſome far Country , 
that are nothing to you , but on« 
ly to maryail at; which you ne- 
ver ſaw, norever ſhalldo: no; 
It is thy own ſelfman or woman 
_ _M that 
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that heareſt me this day, that 
ſhale as ſurely appear before the 
Judgement Seat of Chriſt , as the 
Lord liveth, and- as he is true 
and: faithful : and that is as true 
as thau: liveit on this earth, or as: 
the heaven is over thee. That 

man that heareth all this with the 
moſt careleſs, blockiſh heart, ſhall 

| be awakened, and ſtand with the 
reſt at that day; that man thar 
never thought of it ,, but ſpent his 
time in worldly matters , ſhall'* 
leaveall, and there appear, that 
man that will not believe theſe 
| - things to be true, but make a jeſt 
' of them, ſhall ſee and feel what 
he- would not believe, and'healſo 
ſhall be: there-: the godly that 
waited in hope for that day, as 
the day of their full Deliverance 
and- Coronation , they ſhall be 
there: Thoſe that have lainin the 
duſttheſe-5000 years, ſhall rife a- 
gain, and allſtand'there, _— 
| TW ww IM _w 0” 


Cas - 
whoever thouart, believeit, thou 
maift better think ro live with« 
- out meat, to ſee withouc light, to 
eſcape death, and abide for ever 
on earth, than. to keep away,from 
that: Appearance. Willing or un» 
willing, thou alt be there. And 
ſhould not a. matter then that. ſa 
concerneth thy, elf, £0: near to 
- thy heart, and awake thee from 
- thy ſecurity ? _ 
.. 3. That it 'is a matter of.un- 
queſtionable certainty,, I have 
partly ſhewed you already, and 
more would do if I were Yreach-» 
1ngto knownInfidels. If the care. 
leſs. world had any, juſt reaſon ta 
think. it. were uncertain', their 
careleſneſs. were. more excufable. 
Me thinks a man ſhould: be affe- 
cted with: that which he is certaia 
ſhall come.to-paſs, in a manner as 
if ' it were now in-doing, 1.Theſ, 
F. 2, Te pertectly know that the 
aay. of the Lord ſo cometh , &c. 
SS - . nn 
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faith the Apoſtle. 
4. This day is not only certain, - 
but it 1s ear; and therefore | 
ſhould affe& you the more. I = 
confeſs, if it were never ſo far off, 
yet ſeeing it will come art laſt, it . 
ſhould be carefully regarded : - 
But when the Judge is at the 
. door, 7am. 5.9. and we are al. 
moſt ar the barr, andit is ſo ſhort 
a time to this Aſſize, what ſoul 
that is not dead, will be ſe- 
cure | 
_ AlasSirs! what is a little time 
when it is gone? how quickly ſhall 
you andI be all in another world, 
and our ſouls receive their parti- 
cular Judgement , and ſo wait till 
the body be raiſed and judged to 
the ſame Condition ? It 15 not an 
hundred years in all likelihood, till 
every ſoul of us ſhall be in hea- 
yen or hell: andiits like , not half, 
or a- quarter of that time , but it || 
vill be ſo with the greater part of | 
us: 


(2095) 
- us: and what is a year or two, or 
an hundred ? how ſpeedily is it 
come ? how many 4 ſoul that is 
now in heaven or hell, within a 
thouſand years dwelt in the places 
that you now dwell in, and fſatein 
the ſeats you now-fit in } And now 


whaio ion paſl, wihas ia iN Al, 
| how quickly will it be ſo with us? 
You know not when you g0 to 
bed , but you may be judged by 
the next morning : or when you 
riſe, but you may be judged betore 
night : but certainly. you know. 
that ſhortly it will be; and ſhould 
not this then be laid to. heart? 
Yea.the General Judgement will 
not belong; for certainly we live 
inthe end of the world. 
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On..4. Y next Queſtion 
ki | iS, Whether ave 
you ready for this dreadful 7 uage- 
ment when it comes, or not f Seeing. 
it is yowr ſelves that muſt be tryed, 
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on'be prepared. How often hath 
Chrift warned us in the Goſpel, 
that we be alwayes ready , becauſe. 
we know not the day or hour of 
his coming, Mar. 24. 42, 44.and 
25. 13., 1 Theſ. 5.6. and told 
ns how ſad a time it will be to 
thoſe that are unready, Mat.25. 
11, 12. Did men but well know 
what a meeting and greeting 
there will be between Chriſt and 
an unready foul, it would ſure 
ſtartle them, and make them look 
about them: Whar ſay you Be- 
laved Hearers? are you ready for - 
Judgement, or are you not ! Me 
thinks 
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thinks a man that knoweth h=> 
ſhall be judged, ſhould ask himſelf 
the Queſtion every day of his 
life, Am I ready to -giveup my 
Account to God! Do not you 
uſe to ask this of your own 
hearts? unleſs you be careleſs 
whether you-be ſaved or damned, 
me-thinks you ſhould ; and ask'it 
But who be they 'thitt are 
ready © how foall IT hnow whether 
IT be ready or not ? 
- Anſw. There is a twofold rea- 
dineſs, 1. When you are ina [fe 
caſe. 2, When youare in a .com- 
fortable caſe, tn regard of that 
day. The latter is very deſirable, 
but the firſt is of ab/oluze veceſſi- 
ty: this therefore 1s ic thac yon 
muſt principally eriquire af- 
ter. 

In General, all thoſe, and only 
thoſe_ are ready for judgement, - 

M 4. who 
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who ſhall be juſtified and faved, 


and not condemned when judge- 
ment comes ; They that have a 
good cauſe in a Goſpel ſenſe. Ir 
may be known before-hand who 
theſeare-, for Ghriſt judgeth , as 
I told you, by his Law. And there- 
fore find out whom. it is that the 
Law of grace doth juſtifie or-con- 
demn, and you may certainly 
know whom the Judge will juſti- 
he or Condemn ; for he judgeth 
righteouſly, 

If you further ask me who theſe 
are ; remember that I told you be- 
fore, that every man thart'is per- 
ſonally righteous by fulfilling the 
Condition of Salvation in the 
Goſpel, ſhall be ſaved, and he that 
is found unrighteous, as having 
not fulfilled them , ſhall periſh at 
that day. 

Qu. who are theſe ? 

Anſw. 1 will teil you them 4n- 

as a 
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a few words, leſt you ſhould for- 
get, becauſe it 1s a matter that 
your Salvation or Damnation de- 
pendeth upon. . 

1. The ſoul. that unfeignedly 
repenteth of his former ſinful 
courſe, and. turneth from it 1n 
heart and life, and-loverh the way 
of podlineſs which he hated, and 
hateth the way of ſin which he 
loved, and is become throughly a - 
New creature, being born again 
and ſanified by the Spirit of 
Chriſt , ſhall be juſtified : but all 
o_ ſhall certainly be condem+ 
ned. 

 Good.news to repentins con- - 

yerted ſinners, but ſad ro Imperit+ 
tent, and him that knows nob 
what this means. 

2. That ſoul that feeling his : 
miſery under fin, and the power. 
of Satan, and rhe wrath of God, . 
doth- belieye what Chriſt hath 
MS, done - 
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done and iſuffered for mans Re- 
ftauration and Salvation, and 
thankfully accepteth him as his 
only Saviour . and Lord, onthe 
terms that he is offered in the 
Godpel,and to thoſe ends, even to | 
juſtifie him, and ſanRifie and . 
Suide him, and bring himat laſt 
ro, everlaſling lory-, that foul 
ſhall be raſtifed at J Judgement : : 


and he ot doth not, ſhall be con- . 
demned. | 
Or in ſhort, in Scripturephraſe, - 


He that beliewrth faall be ſaved, 
and he that believeth not ſhall. be ; 
| condemned, Mar. 16.16. 
3.- The foul that hath had ſo . 
much Loney of the goodneſs. . 
of God , and his love to manin . 
Creation , Redemption, and the - 
: following Mercies , and bath had 
10: much conviction of the vanity 
of all creatures, as thereupon to . 
Love Go more then al] ww 
below, 


c5gr)) 

below, ſo-that he hath the chinfeft 
room mm the heart, and is prefer- 

_ red before all creatures ordinari- 

/$-4 a time of tryal : thar ſoul 
11 be juſtified ar Judgement, 


"i all others ſhall be condemn- 


4. That ſoul that is ſo appre- 
kenf ive of. the: abſolute Sove- 
rignty -of God as Creator and 
Re , and of the Righreouſ- 
neſs of his 'Law, and the Good- | 
neſs of his/holy way , as that he is 
firmly Reſotved: to obey him be- 
fore all others, and doth accord- 
ingly give up himſelf co ſtudy: 
his will, of po Fa rpodſe that he may 
obey it, and doth walk in theſe 
wy ways , and darh fo far morti- 

the fleſh , and ſubdued the 
world and the Devil, thac' the 
Authority and Word of God can 
do. 'more 'with him, chan ary 
other, and. doch ordinarily p:e- - 
vail. 
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vail againſt all the perſwafion and 
intereſt of the fleſh, ſo rhat the 
main ſcope and bent of the heart 
and life is ſtill for God, and when 
he ſinneth , he riſeth again by true 
Repentance; I ſay that ſoul, and 
that only ; ſhall be juſtified in 
Judgement, and be ſaved. 

5. Thar ſoul that hath ſuch Be- 
lieving thoughts .of the life to 
come , that, he taketh the promys 
ſed bleſſedneſs for his portion; and 
ts reſolved to venture all elſe upon 
it, and in hope of this glory, doth 
fer light comparatively. by all 
things in this world , and waueth 
for 1t as the end of his life , choo- - 
bing any ſuffering that God foal ; 
call him to, rather than to loſe 
hopes of that felicity, and thus 
perſevereth to the end ; I fay that 
ſoul, and none but that , ſhall be. 
juſtified in Judgement, and eſcape - 
Damnation, 
| In-; 


dis -. 
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In- theſe five marks I have told 
ou truly and briefly ,. who ſhall 


be juſtified and ſaved , and who-- 


ſhall be. condemned at the day of 
Judgement. And if you. would 


have:them all in five words , they 


are but. the Deſcription of theſe 


fiye Graces , Repentance , Faith, 


Love, Obedjence, Hope. 


But though. I have laid theſe - 
cloſe together-for your uſe, yer . 
left you ſhould think. that in ſo. 
weighty a caſe Iamctooſhortin - 
the, proof of what I ſo determine 


of, Iwill tell you in the expreſs 
words of many Scripture Texts , 


who ſhall be juſtified, and who 


ſhall be condemned, 


Fohn 3.3. Except:a-man be_ 
born again , he cannot enter in- . 
dom of God, Heb12. 


to the King 
14. Without holineſs. none ſhall 
ſee God. Luke 13. 3,5. Except ye 


repeat , . ye ſhall all likewiſe per 
| " rullh. -- 
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riſh; AF. 26, 18. 1 ſend thee to' 
open their eyes, and turn them 
from darknefs to light, -and from 
the power of Satan unto God, . 
that chey may receive forgiveneſs 
of ſins, and-anInherftanceamons 
the ſanified by-Faith that is.in.: 
me.. fohn 3. 15, 16, 17,18,19. 
Whoever believeth in -him ſhall 
not periſh , but have everlaſting 
Tife : he that believeth on him, +5 - 
not condemned , he that 'þelie- 

 veth not, is condemnel already ,. 
becauſe he hath not Believed in - 
the name .of the only begotten 
Son of God : and this isthe con... 
demnation, that light is:come into 
the world, and men loveddatknels - 

rather then lighe , b=caufe "their 

| deeds were-evil, fohn 5.28, 29. 
The hour is coming in which all 
that are-in the graves ſhall hear - 
b1s voice, and ſhall come forth ; 
theythathave-done £o0d, to the - 

Re- - 
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RefurreGtion oof life; and they 
that have done evil, t@the Reſur- 
retion of damnation. Afar. 25. 
30. Caſt the unprofitable ſervant 
inco- onter darkneſs', there ſhall 
be: weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. . 
Tivhe 19. 27. But thoſe mine ene- 
mies, which would not that 1. 
ſhould raign over them , bring - 
| hither , and flay them before me. 
Mat. 22. 12,13. Friend, how 
cameſt thouin hither, not having 
' on a wedding garment ? And he 
was ſpeechleſs. Then faid the | 
King to-the ſervants: Bind him 
band and foot,and take him away, 
| and caſt himinto outer darkneſs, 
&:c. Mar. 5.20.-For I fay unto. 
you, that except your Ripghteouf-. 
neſs exceed the Righteouſneſs-of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, yeſhall . 
in.-no wiſe enter into the Kingdom : 
of heaven. at. 7. 21. Not eve- - 
ry -one char. faith , Lord, > Lord: 
All ; 
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ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; but he that doth the 
will. of my Father which is in 
Heaven, Heb.5. 9.-He is become 
the: Author of eternal ſalvation to 
all - them: that obey. him. Rev 
22." 14. Bleſſed are.they that do 
his Commandments:, that. they 
my have right to the tree of life, 

_ and may enterin by the Gate in- 
tothe City. Rom. 8.1, 13. There 
is thenno Condemnation to them 
thar are in Chriſt Jeſus, that walk 
not after -the fleſh, but after the - 
Spirit, . For if ye live after -rhe 
fleſh, ye ſhall. die: but if ye 
through the Spirit do mortifie the 
deeds of the body , ye ſhall live, . 
Rom. 8. 9.:. If any:man; have nor 
the Spirit of Chtiſt , _ heis none of 
his. Gal. 5. 18. But if ye be Led 
of the Spirit, ye are not under the - 
Law. Gal.6. 7, 8. Be not decei- 
ved: God is not mocked: for 
what . 


fleſh reap Corruption : but he 


————— 
” hana 


Me. 
whatſoever a man ſoweth , that 


ſhall he alſo reap: for he that 
ſoweth to the fleſh , ſhall of the 


that ſoweth ro the Spirit , ſhall 
of the Spirit reap life Everlaſt- 
ing, Matth, 6.,21. For where 
your- Treaſure is, there will 
your heart be alſo. ] Read 
P/al. 1. and many: other: Texts 
to this purpoſe, of winch ſome 
are cited in my DireRions for 
peace of Conſcience: Dir. 11. p. 
IIF, II6. 

And thus I haye told you 


from Gods. word , how you 


may know whether you are 
Ready for Judgement ; which 
is the fourth thing that 1 
would adviſe you to enquire af-- 
RE... > 
. O- Sirs, what ſhift do you 
make to keep your ſouls from 
Continual Terrours:, as. long 
as . 
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as you remain.unready for judge- 
ment-? How do you keep the 
Thoughts of -it out of your mind, 
that they do not break your 
ſleep, and meet you 1n your 
buſineſs, and haunt you every 
way you £0, while judge- 
'ment_ 15 ſo near, and you are 
*fo- -unready 2 But 1 hall pro- 
ceed'to my next Queſtion, 


_— 
at 


ia 5, AND © the laſt 
*  * L place, tothoſe of 
You 'that are not yet Ready » Not. 
in .aCondition wherejn you-may 
be fafe-at that day:;' no action 

 - 18, HoW are yow-reſolved toprepare 
for 7 uagement for 'the-time to come ? 
Will you .do no more than you : 
have done hitherto? ,Qr will you - 
now. ſet your ſelves with gll your , 
might, to make preparation:for 
ſo,great a day ? me thinks. you- 
ſhould be now paft all .demurrs, 
delays, or further doubtingsabour 
ſach a buſineſs.; and' by the con- - 
ſideration. of what 1 have ſaid 
already , you ſhould be fully Re- - 
ſolved to loſe no more time, but 
preſently.to-awake., and —__ 
the 
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the work, Me thinks you ſhould 
all ſay, We will doany thing that 
the-Lord ſhalt Dire& us to do, 
rather than we will be unready for 
_ this final doom! O that there 
were but ſuch hearts in you, that 
you were truly willing to follow 
the Sracione Gnidance nf tha 
Lord, and- to uſe but thoſe ſweet 
and reaſonable - means: which he 
hath preſcribed you in his word , 
that you may be ready for that 
day! Alas, itis nohard matter 
for me' to telk you , or my elf, 
« What it is that we muſt do-, if we 
will be happy ; and it isno very 
hard matter to Doit, ſo far as we 
are truly willing; but the diffi- 
culty is , to be zraly and throughly 
Willing to this work. . If I ſhall 
tell you what you - muſt do for 
preparation , ſhall I not loſe my 
labour ? Will you reſolve - and 
promiſe inthe ſtrengrh- of age ah : 
| that 
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that you will faichfully and ſpec- 
dily endeayour to praGiſe it, 
whoever ſhall gainſay it > Upon 
hope of this I will ſet you down 
ſome brief Dire&ions, which you 
muſt follow, if ever you will with 
comfort look the Lord Jeſus in 
the face at the hour of Death , 
or in the day of Judge- 
ment. ; 


"PHE firſt Dire&on. is. this, 
See that your ſouls be ſincere- 

ly eſtabliſhed in the Belitf of thus 
agement and Everlaſting life : 
For if you do not ſoundly believe 
it, you will notſeriouſly prepare 
for it. If you have the jydge- 
ment and belief of an Infidel, 
you cannot have the Heart or the 
Life of a Chriſtian. Unbelief 
ſhuts out the molt of the world 
from heaven : ſee that it do-not-ſo 
by you! If you ſay , You cannot 
Believe what you would : I an- 
ſwer , Feed not your unbehef by 
wiltulneſs , or unreaſonableneſs ; 
Ufe Gods means to overcome it , 
and ſhut not your eyes againſt the 
light, and then try the iſſue, Heb. 


3,12,13,15,16,17,18,19, 4 
THE 


'F HE ſecond DireRion. La- 

bour ailigently to hawe- a. 
(ound. underſtandin "g of the. nature. 
of the pe ana Judgement, of: 
Ged, On what terms it; is; that. 
he dealeth with mankind: and on. 
what. terms, he will Judge them to. 
Life or Death.: and what the -Re- 
ward and Puniſhment is. For. if, 
you. know not the Lawby which. 
you mult be Judged,, you. cannot. 
| he how. tq Jams far the 
judgement. Study the; Scripture 
therefore, and. 2h who they be. 
that God promiſerh toſaye, and, 
who. they be that, he chreacnech 
to. Conteing. For according to- 
F Word = the- judgement, 


-—— —_— 


a 


. — aa. —- 


HE third Direction. See that 
04 take it as the very buſi- 
neſs of your Lives , to make ready 
for that day. Underſtand that you 
have . no other buſineſs in rhis 
world, but what doth neceſſarily 
depend on this. What &lſe have 
you to do,but ro provide for ever- 
laſting, and to uſe means to ſt. 
ſain your own bodies and others, 
of purpoſe for this work, till ir 
be happily done? Live therefore 
as men that make this the main 
ſcope and care of their Lives : 
and {et all things elſe come in but 
on the by. Remember every mor- 
ning when you awake, that you 
muſt ſpend that day'in preparati. 
on for your-Account, and that 
God doth giye it you for be 
en 
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end: Whet''ydn'go'to bed, exd- 
mine your heafts, what you have 


done that day in preparation for 


your laſt Day : And take that time 


_ as loſt which doth nothing to this 


end. _ 


HE- fourth ©DireRtion.. Uſe 


neſs of that day, t 
Aﬀetiops © and" En avonrs , left 
by Inconfiderateneſs your ſouls grow 
ffapid and negligent. Orherwile, 


becauſe it is 'out of fighr, the 
heart will be apt to grow barden- 


ed'and ſecure. And do hot'think 
of it ſlightly asa common thing , 


but purpoſely ſer” your' ſelves to 
think of it, that ze may rouze 


you”"up'to ſuch AﬀeRions and 
N En- 


” ——————— — _—_ 1 CNET 


frequently * to think of the 
certainty.,  nearneſs and dreadful- 
to keep Life in your 
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Endeayours as in ſome meaſure are 


anſwerable to. the nature of the 
thing. 


my | bk fifth Dire&ion. La- 
th ® bour to have a lively feeling 
en: thy heart, of the evil and weight 
of that ſin which thou art gmlty of, 
and of the miſery into which it hath 
brought thee , and Would further 
bring thee , if thou be not delivered, 
and ſo to feel the need of a Deltverer, 
This mult prepare thee to partake 
of Chriſt now: and if thou par- 
rake not of him Now , thou canſt 
not be ſaved by him , Then. It is 
theſe ſouls that now make /zght 
of their fin and miſery, that mult 
then feel them ſo heavy, as to be 
preſled by them into the infernal 
flames. And thoſe that now feel 
| little | 
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little need of a Saviour, they ſhall 


then havenone to ſave them, when 
they feel their need. 


— m—— a 


WE I 


\ 

HE ſuxth Direction: Unaer- 
4 ftlavd and Believe the ſuffici- 
ency of that Ranſom and ſatisfa- 
Con to Fuftice, which Chriſt hath 
made for thy fins and for the world , © 
and how freely and univerſally it is 
offered in the Goſpel. Thy fin is 
not uncurable or unpardonable, 
nor thy miſery remedileſs : G6d 
hath provided a remedy in his 
Son Chriſt, and brought it ſo neer 
thy hands, that nothing but thy 
neglecting, or wilful refuſing it, | 
can deprive thee of the Benefit. | 
Settle thy ſoul in this belief, | 


Z N 2 THE F 


HE ſeventh Dire&ion. Un- 

aerſtand and believe that for 

all Chriſts ſatisfaftion, there 15 an 
Abſolute Neceſſity of ſound Faith. 
mW 41d \ Repentance to be in thy opn' 
Bl /clf; before thou canſt be a Mem- 
mu ber of him, or be Pardoned , Ado- 


pted, or -f nſtified by his blood. .He 
dyed notfor - final Infidelity , and 
ImpenitencyY,, as-predominant in. 
any ſou]. Asthe Law of his Father 
which occaſtoned his ſuffering , 
required perfe&t Obedience, or 
ſufferings : So his own Law, which 
he hath made for the conveyance 
of his Benefits, doth require yet 
true Faith” and Repentance of 
men themſelves, before they ſhall” 
be pardoned 'by him ; and fin- 
____._CCTIC 
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cere .Obedence iand, Perſeverance 
before they ſhall be glorified. 


HE eighth 'Dire&ion. Reſt 
' of 10t'' therefore 11 an unrencwed, 
an{anttlified frate , that 4s, till this 
Faith and 'Repentance 1be wrought 
on thy own. ſoul., and thow be truly 
broken off from thy former ſinful 
courſe, and from all things in this 
world : and art Deaicated , Devo- 
ted, und Refigned unto God, Secino 
this change muſt be made, and 
theſe;graces weft behad, or thou 
muſt certainly perifh : jn the fear 
of God, ſee that thou give no 
' eaſe to thy mindcill thou art thus 
changed, Be content with nothing 
till this be done. Delay not ano- 
ther day, How canſt thou live 
merrily, or ſleep quietly in ſuch a 


N 3 Con. * 
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Condition, asif thou ſhouldſt die 
in it,thou ſhouldſt periſh forever ? 
Eſpecially- when thou art every 
hour uncertain whether thou ſhalt 
ſee another hour , and not be pre- 
tently ſnarcht away by death? Me 
thinks while thou art in ſo ſad a 
caſe, which way ever thou art go- 


-- Ing, or what ever thou art doing, 


it ſhould ſtill come into thy 
thoughts, Oh what if I ſhould, Die 
before I be Regenerate,and bave part 


in Chriſt ! 


—_—_— — —_ —— _—.. A... 
hs i 
md —— 


PT"HE ninth Direction. Let it 


A be the aaily care of thy ſoul, 


to mortifie thy fleſhly defires , and 
overcome this world; and live as 
2n 4 continual conflift with Satan, 
which will wot be ended till thy life 
do.end. If any thing deſtroy thee - 


by 


_. God, itw 
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v 


by craving away thy heart from 
| 


be thy carnal ſelf, thy 
fleſhly deſires, and the, allure. 
ments of this world , which is the 
matter that they feed upon. This 
therefore muſt be the earneſt 
work of thy life , ro ſubdue this 
fleſh , and ſer light by this world , 
and reſilt the Deyil, that by theſe 
would deſtroy thee. -It is the 
common caſe of miſerable hypo- 
crites , that at firſt they liſt them- 
ſelves under Chriſt as for a fight , 
but they preſently forge their 
ſtate and work ; and when they 
are once in theit own conceit Re- 
rooms, they - think themſelves 
e ſafe , that there is no furcher 
danger, and thereupon do lay 
down their Arms , and take that 
which they miſeal their Chriſtian 
Liberty, and indulge and pleaſe 
that fleſh, which they promiſed to 
mortifie, an> cloſe with the 
N 4 world . 


Bs... 2 
.world . which they promiſed to 
contemn , and-ſo give, up them- 
ſelyes to the Devil whom they 
promiſed to fight againſt, If once 
you apprehend that all your;Re- 
ligion lieth in meer Believing 
_ that all ſhall go well with you, 
and that the. bitterneſs of deathis 
paſt, and in a;forbearance of ſome 
diſgraceful ſins, and being much 
in the Exerciſe of your-Gifts', .and 
in external ways of -Duty , and 
giving God a Cheap and plau- 
ble obedience in theſe things 
only .which the Fleſh can ſpare ; 
you are then falninto that deceit- 
full hypocrifie, which will as 
furely condemn you, as open pro- 
phaneſs, if you get ,not out of 
it. You muſt live as in a fight , or 
you cannot overcame. You weſt 
live ,looſe from all things in zhes 
world, if you will be ready for 
another. You mmſt not live NON 
the 


x - 
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the fleſh , but mortifte it by the 

Spirit, if you would not die but 
live for ever, Row. 8. 13: Theſe 


' things are not indifferent , but of 
flat neceſlity. 


FO E tenth DireRion. Do 
all. your works as men that 
_ muſt he juaged for them. It 1s not 
enough ( at lealf in point of Du- 
ry and Comfort ) that you Judge 
this preparation in General to be - 
the main buſineſs of your lives, | 
but you ſhould alſo order your 
particular Aftions by theſe 
Thoughts, and meaſure them by 
their ReſpeZ7s to this approaching 
day. Betore you venture on them, 
enquire wherther- they will bear 
weight in Judgement, and be 
ſweet or bitter when they are 
Ng brought 
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brought to tryal? Both for mat- 


- ter and manner, this muſt be ob- 


ſerved. Oh that you would Re- 
member this when Temptations 
are upon you! When you are 


Tempted to five up 2:40 minds 
rown your 


tro the world , and 
ſelves in earthly cares, will you 
bethink you ſoberly whether you 
would hear of thisat Judgement ? 
and whether the world will be 
then as ſweet as now? and whe- 
ther this be the beſt preparation 
for your Tryal? When you are 


Tempred to be Drunk, or to ſpend 


your precious time in Ale-houſes, 
or yain unprofitable company , 
or at Cards or Dice, or any ſinful 
or needlefs ſports; bethink you 
then , Whether this will be com- 
fortable at the Reckoning? and 
whether time be 
worth to one that is ſo neer eter= 
ity, and muſt make ſo ſtrict an 


no more 


account 
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account of his Hours? and whe- 
ther there be not many better 
works before you , in which you 


might ſpend your time to your. 


Sreater advantage, and to your 
Sreater comfort when it comes to 
a Review ? When you aretempt- 
ed to wantonneſs , fornication , 
or any other fleſhly intemperance, 
berhink you ſoberly , with whar 
face theſe Actions will appear at 
Judgement, and whether they 
will be ther: pleaſant or difplea- 
ſant to you? So when you are 


tempted to negle& the daily 


worſhippirs of God in' your fa- 
milies, and the Catechizins and 
Teaching of your children or 
ſervants , eſpecially on the T.ords 
Day , bethink your ſelyes then, 
what account you will give of 
this to Chriſt ? when he that en- 
truſted you with the care of your 
children ang ſervants, ſhall call: 
you 
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you to a reckoning for the perfor- 
mance of rhat truſt ? 

The like muſt be remembred 
in the very manner of © oux Duties; 


| how diligently ſhould a Miniſter 


ſtudy 2 how 'carnefily ſhould he 
on vade? how unweariedly 
ſhould he bear all oppoſitions and 
ungratefall returns? and how 
carefylly ſhould he watch over 
each parti cular foul of his char rge 
(as far as is poſſible) when 
Remembers that he wal ſhortly 
be Acyountapl for all in {hag 
ment ? bow importunate 
ſhould we i be with ſinners for 
their Conyerfion, when we con- 
ſider thar themſelves alſo muſt 
ſhortly be Judged? Can a man 


be cold and dead in prayer, that 


hach any trye apprehenſion of 
that Judgement upon his mind , 

where he myſt be accountable for 
all his prayers and performances ? 
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.O Remember , ad (eriquſly Re- 


member ., when you ſtand before 
the Miniſter to hear the ward}, 
and when yon axe on your knees 
to Godin prayer , in whar a-man- 
ner that ſame perſon, even your 
ſelves muſt ſhortly ſang at the 
Barr of the dreadtyl Ggd.l Nid 
theſe thoughts get rchranghly tp 
mens hearts , they would waken 
them out of their ſleepy Deyo- 
tions, and acquaint them that it ig 
a ſerious buſineſs to be a Chriſti. 
an, How careful ſhould we be of 
our thoughts and words, if we 


 belieyingly. remembred that we 


muſt be accountable for them all! 


How carefully ſhould we conſt 


der what we do with our Riches , 


and with, all that God giveth us, 


and how much more largely 
ſhould we. expend it- fox his ſer- 
vice , in works of Piety and Chas 
rity , if we behevingly —_— 
re 


— Rn 
bred that we muſt be Judged ac- 
cording to what we haye done, 
and give account of every Talent 
that we receive? - Certainly the 
believing Conſideration of Judge- 
ment might make vs all better 
Chriſtians than we are, and keep 
our lives in a more innocent and 
profitable frame, 


HE eleventh Direction. As 
you will certainly renew your 


farlings in this life , ſo be ſure that 


you aaily renew your Repentance , 


and fly daily ro Chrift for a renewed 


pardon , that no fin may leave its. 


ing 11 your: ſouls, It 1s not your 
vt lafdon þ og will ſerve the 
turn for your /atter tins. Not 
that you.muſt Pwrpoſe to fn , arid 
Purpoſe 
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Parpe ro Repent when you have 
as a Remedy Lo thatis an 

hplcrta = wicked pwrypoſe 

of repenting , which is made a 


means to maintain us in\our fins : 


But fin muſt be avoided as far as 
we can; and Repentance and 


| Faith in 'theblood of Chriſt muſt: 


remedy that which- we cauld nor: 
avoid. The rightequſneſs, of par- 
don in Chriſts blood, is uſeful to: 
us only ſo far as we areſinners; 

and cometh jn where our Imper- 
fe& Inherent Righteouſneſs doth 
come ſhort ; but muſt not be pur- 
polely choſen before i innocency - 
I mean , we muſt rather chooſe as 
far as we can, to obey and bein- 
nocent, than to ſinand bepardon- 
ed, if we were ſure of Pardon, 


SHE 


HE twelfth Dire&ion. In 

this . vigilant, obedient, peni- 

tent courſe, with confidence 
upon God as a Father, Reſt 
upon the .promiſe of Accep- 
rance \and Remiffion through 
the Merits and Interceflion of 
him that Redeemed you : Look 
up in hope to the Glory thar is 
before you, and believe that God 
will make good his Word, and 
the patient expectation of rhe 
righteous ſhall not be in yain : 
erfully hold on in the work 
that you have begun: and as 
you ſerve a better maſter-than you 
did before your change , ſo ſerye 
him with more willingneſs , glad- 
neſs apd delight, Do not enter- 
tain Mrd Thoughts of him, wy 
is 
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his ſervice, but rejayce . in your 
unſpeakable happineſs of -being 
admitted into his ny and"fa- 
your through Chriſt. \ No not 
ſerve him in drooping dejeRion 
and diſcouragement , «but with 
Love, and-Joy, -and: filial (fear. 
Keep in the Communion: gf: his 
Saints, -wherehe is cheerfully and 
faithfully -praiſed and'honoured , 
and where .is-the -greateſt viſile 
ſimilitude of -heaven upon earth - 
.eſpecially in the celebration of 
the Sacrament of Chriſts Supper , 
.where he feals up a Renewed 
pardon in -his blood,” and. where 
unanimouſly we 'keep the Re- 
membrance of his Death untill he 
come, 'Do not.caſt your ſelyes,out 
of the Communion of the Saints, 
from whom to be caſt out by juſt 
Cenſure and Excluſion, isa dregd- 
full embleme and fore-runner of 
the Judgement to come, _—_ 
the 
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the ungodly ſhall be caſt out of the 
preſence of Chriſt and his Saints 
for ever. 


I have now finiſhed the Dire. 
ions, which I tender to you for 


your preparation for the Day of_ 


the Lord: and withall my whole 
Diſcourſe on this weighty point. 
What effect all this ſhall have up- 
on your hearts, the Lord'knows : 
ft is not in my power to deter- 

mine. If you are fo far blinded 
_ and hardened by fin and Satan, 

as to make light of all this, or 
_ coldly to commend the Doctrine, 
' while you go on to the, end in 
our carnal worldly condition as 
efore; I can fay no more, but 
tell thee again, that Judgement 1s 
neer, when thou wilt bitterly be- 
'wail all this too late. And among 
all the reft of the Evidence that 
comes 1n againſt thee, this _ 
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will be one, which ſhall tefſtifie to 
thy face before Angels and men, 
that thou waſt told of that Day, 

and intreated to prepare. \, 

But if the Lord ſhall ſhew thee 
ſo 'much mercy as to open thy 
eyes, and break in upon thy. 
heart, and by ſober Conſiderati- 
' on turn it to himſelf , and cauſe 
thee faithfully to take the warn- 
ing that hath here been given 
thee, and to vbey theſe Directi- 
ons, I dare aſſure thee from the 
word of the Lord, that this Judge. 
ment which will be ſo dreadful to 
the ungodly, and the beginning 
-of their endleſs terror and miſe- 
ry, will be as joyful to thee, and 
the beginning of uy Slory. The 
Saviour that thou haſt believed 
in, and fincerely obeyed, will not 
condemn thee, Pſa. 1.5, 6. Rom. 
8.1, Fohn 3.16, It is part of his 
buſineſs to Juſtifie thee before the 

© world, 
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|  ©wotkd, ard to glorjfic his-merits, 
| _ -his Kipgly -power,, his'holind(s , 
and-his rewarding,Tuftice in thy 
Abſolution :and *falvation. "He 
will account it aRightequs thing 
to recompence Ttibulation to thy | 
Troyblers, and'Reſt to thy lelf, | 
when the Lord Teſus ſhall be re- | 
vealed from 'heaven with [his | 
mighty Angels, in flaming fire, | 
taking vengeance on .them that 
know not ,God, and that obey 
not the . Goſpel of.our Lord Je- 
-ſus :Chrifſt ; who ſhall be puniſh- 
ed with. everlaſting deſtruRtion 
- from ;the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of hispower : 
Even then ſhall he come to. be 
glorified in- his Saints, and to be 
aUmiredin 'all them that believe, 
in that 'day;. Even becauſe his 
ſervants 'Teſtmony,, and his $pi- 
rits among them was believed, 
2 Theſ. 1. 6, 7,8,9,10, that. 
| day 
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Jou not, Mat. 25.10, 11,12,13. 
tor this day which others fear, 
| maiſt thou long, and hope, and 
pray, and wait, and comfort thy 
> ſelf inall troubles with the remem- 
& brance of it. I Cor. 15.55, 56, 
8 57,58. 1 Theſ<4:17, 18. It thou 
| were ready to be offered to death 
3 for Chriſt, or when the time of 
g thy departing is at hand, thou 
maitt 
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ed, and onthe Faith which thou 
halt kept , and maiſt confidently 
conclude, that henceforth there 1s 
laid up for thee a Crows of Righte- 
oufſneſs, which The Lord the 
Righteous Fudge ſhall give thee at 
that day : and not to thee only, but 
unto all them alſo that Love his 


Appearing, 2 Tim. 4. 6, 7, 8. 


Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus, Rev. 


